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appear to be, for the sheep's clothing 
may entirely deceive. The test Is an 
unfailing one. However successfully 
the terminology of the Kingdom may 
be used, and He habit Imitated, It Is 
Impossible to produce 
the character described In the opt 
Beatitudes save by those who i 
themsr'vee loyal to the King, a 

life.

ntent to 
jay have 
and do

think of Hlm. As a dis. 
son who has wronged and 

his father Is ashamed and 
to come Into the presence of his 

r, so the ungodly and disobedient 
are ashamed and afraid to draw near 
to Qod. But He Is a lo/lng Father, 

owe seeking His lost children, aad waiting 
ved. to welcome every returning penitent.

Borne are far away, some are not 
far from the kingdom, but not quite 
In It, and some within the gates are 
following their Lord afar off, while 
others live In the heart of the heavenly 
Father. When Jeaus lived among men 

me despised Him and turned their 
ucks upon Him, others heard Him 

with respect, others still accepted His 
Invitation and followed Him, but a few 
dwelt In the Inner circle close to the 
heart of their Master. Peter and 
James and John seemed to understand 
Him better than the other disciples, 

truth Into their 
close to

e are far away, And 
In the far country.

s
Thremain in tne rar cour, 

no desire to be near to 
not like to think of Hi 
obedient 
grieved

CMThis searching word lies at the cen­
tre of the final utterances of the Mani­
festo. It completely cuts away the 
false foundations upon which men ars 

prone to build. There Is no heresy 
more widespread or more disastrous 
than the Idea that saying "Lord, Lord" 
Is everything. In these words Chrtit 
declared that such confession of His 
Lordship in Itself Is not the passport 
to the kingdom. Intellectual ortho­
doxy has no value. A Chrlsto-centrlc 
creed its worthless. The admission 
that Jesus Is King does not save. The 

st accurate and complete under­
standing of the truth does not necee- 

result In loyalty. To orthodoxy 
of Intellect there must be added thi 
submission of the will. The creed 
must be translated Into conduct. The 
admbson of Kingship must be accom­
panied by loyalty. The truth must be 
allowed to triumph. All this means 
that life In the Kingdom of Qod Is both 
serious and strenuous.

In other lives

» EHshare t Is
The next word of warning Is of the 

rlptlon, and eh 
to be eelf-decei

are those who In the final day 
King's crowning will claim to 

prophesied by His name, by His 
to have cast out devils, and done 

many mighty works. It must be borne 
In mind that this will be their own 
estmate. To admit that these thin 

Id be

most solemn derc 
how possible It Is 
There 
of the

gs au
to bahave been accomplished wou 

contradict the teaching of the previous 
passage. The King’s answer to them 
Is a revelation of the fact that they 
were self-deceived, not only with re- 

rd to themselvee, but with regard 
the work which they have accom- . , .

pushed. He declares that He never ,Je*“s P<>ur«d His
knew them, and speaks of them a. of Ï?"1' because they were so 
those who work Iniquity. The teach- 
Ing of this warning Is that work for The psalmist says: “It Is good for 
the King is of no value apart from the me to draw near to Qod.“ In Him there
realization of HU will In character. *■ freedom. Some think godliness Is

The closing words of the Manifesto bondage, and the far country appears
constitute a claim full of dignity. To to them like the land of freedom. Men
hear Hts saying and to do them Is to do not And It so In actual experience,
build upon a rock foundation, and that but ■"hïüJi? SSSiJH,b
:?ro’y,r,oh7,h,u„r, ■v£?ï««æ « sarfisss ïïî u„n,£ ih.î:nd0yr.tf^bUoi2d".,nc,Tmha7bs lo ÏÏ3Ï I

'* 7 ,'X.ni which6,UL“n«..1^ ?ay f 5,U>r!? »a d 11 they become one.
will be Irrevocably destroyed. * . __ . . .. .

We r no, surprised,o read ,hs, ° 3 S3
When Jesus had finished «peaking the In there la Not |dleneiia

Itltudee—who evidently had follow- nor eaee, but harmony of soul and life
ed Him, even though He had depart- and character. It is the rest which a
ed from them, and gathered His own eon finds when he returns from his
disciples about Him, were astonished at wanderings and enters Into his fath-
His teaching. That which filled them er a house and love, 
with amazement was the Invariable Now rest, my long-divided heart,
authority of everything which He had Fixed on this blissful centre, rest,
said. The contrast which they Bug- Those who draw near to Qod have
gestod was between His teaching and a splendid vision. Qod Is light, and
that of their own scribes. This fact is walking in the light they can see afar
motit Illuminative when It Is remem- off. It Is like the vision from the suin-
bered that the scribes were the author- mit of a high mountain when the at-
Itatlve teachers of the time. The dlf- mosphere is clear. The view Is trans-

conslsted In the fact that their porting. Peter and James and John
Interpretation of law often failed to had sucha vision on the mount with
carry conviction to those who heard; Jesus. Their vision was so clear
whereas every word which fell from «aw through the thin veil

lips of Jesus did then, and atlll Moses and Ellas seemed drawn ne
does, make appeal to the conscience of ~y the telescope of faith. It was go<
men In virtue of Its self-evident 66 l,h®re- H anyone would get a 
truthfulness. The only fair criticism Çl®»r vision of God and, things beyond, 
that has ever been offered on the Ideals let hlm draw near to Qo 
of life set forth In this Manifesto Is .« dr»" *g»r $° <*>d- H®
that they constitute counsels of per- ÏÏÏL?B5Ï 2ffLjrl$£Li? 5L,eaS?rî •.Snd
fection, in th., they present Ideals of rr„”L* ’,ru,t
conduct which man nnds himself ut- w 11 vwh m *15?!! i
terly unable to realise. It must be re- „W“Ïrtth,! jlV-" ° r hZ
numbered that this Inability was re- ,, th fountain
mwM’he sddedhto"Hls‘‘,Mluric?atlotneor But llte '* fauna i" the far coun- 
muet he added to His enunciation of try. It Is Door llvlnir there t ifa i«
moral law the work He accomplished not found In the abundance of the
as Redeemer of men, through which, things which men oossess It Is foundand through which alone, they have ln Qod. In Him tUso”i Is at home
ever been able to fulfil the Ideals He -».y. Christian Adv “ate
presented. ____________________
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Th
graph la of the r.utur 
peal. The enunciation 
the Kingdom Is alread 
the last words of the King i 
of Invitation and of warning.

around the 
enforces this fact.

His Invitation to enter the Kingdom 
Is a remarkable one ln that He makes 
it perfectly clear that the gate of en­
trance Is narrow, while the gate 
through which those pass who refuse 
to submit Is wide. This Invitation, 
when carefully examined, presents to 
the mind the two ways, those, namely, 
of submission and of rebellion, and 
they are contrasted both with regard 
to their beginning and to their end.

to a 
that

The beglnnng of the way of sub­
mission le narrow and straitened; but 
It leads to Ufe which 1» broad and spa­
cious. The beginning of the way of re­
bellion Is broad and spacious, but It 
leads to destruction, which Is narrow 
and straitened.

îpleteness of this contrast Is 
often lost sight of. We are prone to 
think of the way of loyalty to the 
Kingship of Qod as being characterized 
entirely by narrowness. Indeed, It is 
one of the moat common criticisms of 
the Christian life by men of the world, 
that It Is narrow. It Is certainly trua 

no man can submit himself to the 
Kingship of God and walk In the way 
of His will save by passing through a 
gate so narrow that all must be left 
on the other side; but It Is equally true 

having passed through the nar 
row gate, and begun to tread the 
straitened way, life broadens ln every 
respect, and comes to full and final 
completeness.

On the other hand, men ln 
against Qod consider that ln 
from restraint they are able to see 
In all Its breadth; but It Is well to re­
member that such false freedom Inev­
itably Issues In the forglnlg of chains, 
and the ultimate slavery and de­
struction of those who choose thus to 
be a law unto themselves.

Having thus uttered His Invitation, 
the King warned those to whom He 
•poke against being deceived by false 
prophets, that Is, such as are of the 
nature of the wolf which destroys 

eep, even though they masquerade 
the clothing of sheep. Prophets are 

to be tested by their fruit. That Is to 
say, their nature le revealed ln the re­
sult of their teaching. The point of 
this warning Is not that these men are 
to be tested by what they themselvee

which He had 
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PRAYER.The kingdom Is coming. It take» 
Is the way and hard that
“ aod

The sands of his holy purpo 
•lowly, but the kingdom Is

time. Long 
out of hell I 
erythlng that

Our Fathe
all Thy people, 
Jesua, and all the 
monlslng Influences 
faith In Him, may si

er, we pray Thee to bl 
ople, that the name 

_ reconciling and har- 
that flow from 

mm, may spread through the 
world; and that whatsoever perturba­
tions of opinion, and changes of points 
of view, may be realized as the gener­
ations go on, He may still, and that 

re manifestly every day, be the 
ng of the Ages, and the Lord of all 

for all nation 
land, and < 
his subjects

e"fto the light. Ev- 
does takes time, 

ses run out 
coming.

the
kb Everywhere we find the signature, 

the autograph of Qod. and He will 
never de 
hath set
as surely as In the sun. No man can 
any more create the meanest 
than he could create the gr

In

ny His own handwriting. Qod mo 
His tabernacle In the dewdrop Kir

peoples; on our own 
Sovereign, and on all 
there descend more ai 
gracious light that the

op,

>re of Thy 
counsels of the

Hasty, irritable criticism of a pas-tor or fellow church member may have mady Realize, and dlcharle more c?m" 
more to do with the religious Indlffer- pletelv the duties Hovnivin* ...._
ence of the boys and girls ln the homes them as citizens of an earthly king-
of some good people than they would doiTli aa at the 8ame tlme eubJecta 
care to admit or recognise. the King of Kings. Amen.
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Qolden Text.—Matthew vll. 21. "Not 
that aalth unto Me, Lord 

enter Into the Kingdom 
en; but he that doeth the 
My Father which la In heav-

every one 
Lord, shall
will of' 
en.”

L


