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DIFFICULTIES WHEREVER YOU
Go.

By Knoxonian,

A congregational meeting was held
not long ago in a prominent congrega-
tion in the Free Church of Scotland, for
the purpose of calling a minister, Dur-
ing the procecdinge it came out with
painful dlearness that the friends of
one of the candidates had been can
vassing. A worthy elder present de
uounced the caavassing with becom
ing indignation, He said he had left
the Old Kirk in '43 to éwnpe the evils
of patronage, and now in his New
Church he had to encounter the evils
of canvassing. The good man has sail
ed away from Scylla and bumped
against Charybdis. Would that he were
the only man in the world who has per
formed a similar’ feat, and had a simi
lar experience. Far be it from us to
say that this worthy Free Chureh man

. did not do his duty in '43. That is not

our point. The point to be discussed
is that, in sunning away from one kind
of real or imaginary evil, you often
run rigl t into another kind which is
perhaps more real than imaginary.
Here is a man who has become dis
satisfied with the Presbyterian Church.
He says that it is slow and cold and
stiff and all that sort of thing. Per
haps the real reason why he dislikes
Presbyterianism is because he has no
office, or because the heartless Presby-
terian treasurer sent him a bill for his
arrears, or something of that kind. He
hankers after the Methodists, and joins
them. For a little while after he enters
his new Zion he is very tender and ef-
fusive. He gushes. He slops over. He
tells his new friends how good he feels
since he left those cold Presbyterians,
and came among the Lord's people. His
only diffioulty is with the service at
epecial efforts. Sometimes he shouts
in the wrong place. The preacher pre
dicts that some very wicked thing will
be done, and the new convert adds a
hearty “amen.” He is not sufficiently
educated yet to sit in the amen corner.
The preacher asserts that the devil goes
about Jike a roaring lon, and the newly
fledged clasps his hands and shouts:
“Glory be to his holy name.” With
these trifling drawbacks our old friend
has at first a fairly good time. Boon,
however, he begins to find that Metho-
dists are human, just like Presbyterians.
He had often heard that they attain to
sinless perfection, but he never strikes
one of that kind. He finds too, that
every man can’'t have an office in the
Methodist Church, any more than in
the Presbyterian. He finds also, that
our excellent contemporary the Guar-
dian costs $1.50 a year, strictly in ad-
vance. Worse than all, he finds that
the Methodists actually do take money,
and not only take it, but have ways of
<ollecting it that Presbyterians never
dreamed of. That brother ran away
drom his Church to avoid things he
didn’t like, but he was not long away
until he struck several things not any
pleasanier than the things he left.

And here is a Presbyteris- who does
the same thing without ceasmg to be a
Presbyterian.

Without any tangible reason, he be
comes dissatisfied with his own con-
gregation, He scarcely knows the reas-
on why. Very likely tiie principal reas
on is himself. Perhaps he is too well
fed, and has not enough of work. His
trouble may be spiritual dyspepsia. He
neads exercise, but he won't take #.
His dyspepsia makes everything in his
own congregation seem blue. He lonks
across the congregational fence, and
sees everything bright in a neighboring
congregation. He goes over. He ex
pects a brass band reception, but if
his neighbours are respectable Presby
terians, they don't bring out any brass
band, For a time, the “‘new man" tries
to make himself believe he i up to the
eyes in congregational clover. As the
years roll by, perhap< before one has
passed, he finds that his new friends
are all human, He finds old Adam i<
tnere too, Perhaps he finds ‘that he
canndt “run” the neéw minister any
easier than the old one. Before very
iong he begins to wonder if, after all,
he gained much by making the change.

Ministers sometimes have a similar
experience, Brother RESTLESS has be
come disatised with his pastoral charge.
The congiegation has some things about
it that he does not like. The people,
or emne of them, have grave faults,
Brother Restless forgets that if the peo
3le were all perfect, his emiuent ser
vices would be entirely unnecessary.
He forgets, too, that he is not absolute
iy perfect himself. Forgetting these,
and a good many other things he should
remember, he puts himself in the way
of getting a call. He accepts, but be
fore he is a year in his new congrega
tion--perhaps before he is inducted—
he has very conelusive and perhaps
painful evidence that some of the new
people are not perfect either. In a
short time he has the consideration of
a rather painful problem f-rced upon
him. That problem is: ‘Woat did you
gain by the change?

Some people become greatly dissatis-
fied with our clim'te. It is too cold.
These Canadian winters they say, freeze
all the vitality out of a wan. They
go south, They run away from frost,
and run into fever. They are iike the
Fres Church man whose speech 1ug
zested this paper: Escaping from one
difficulty they run into another.

People who  might have imore sense
often have a similar experience in
changing their place of residence. Did
yon ever see an il balanced, poorly con
structed man, when he had made up
his mind that his own town was the
porest place in all creation, and some
neighboring town the best. What nou-
sense he talks about the new place,
He moves. He finds no loaves hanging
to the limbs of the trees in the new
place. He sweeps up no sovereigns on
the streets. The people there are all
human. To his utter disgust, he finds
he needs money in the new town and
wust work to get it.

Tet us have a closing word with this
young man who has just concluded to
take to himself a wife. Right you are,
young man. That is a proper thing to
do. If you have a reasonable prospect
of being able to pay for double tickets
on the journey, get her at once. Get
one with a level head and warm heart
and an industrious pair of hands. Don't
forget about the hands. If she is the
right kind of companion, you can work
along through this world very much
better with her than you could aloue.
But let us whisper gently in your ear
that going double through the world
brings some serious responsibilities, 1f
you and she are the right kind of peo-
;nla. yon need not be afraid fo eet

ties, but it may be as
ull for you to know they are there,

BRAINS IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Brains are meeded dn the Sunday-
school, the brains of the best men in
the church. Why not? Why should not
the man who puts his braine into his
business also put his brains into the
Sunday-school?t Then he would  sue-
ceed there just as he succeeds in his
business, 1L would be amusing if it were
not so sad, to see a business man who
pute his brains into his business dur
ing the week come to Sundayechool on
Sunday morning leaving his braine at
home and going along in the same old
easy, lazy way in the Sunday school
work. It i< good to know that there
are zome of our brightest and most
successful buseiness men who are giv-
ing their best thought to the great divine
business of teaching the word of God
in the Sunday-school. Wherever there
are such men, there you find a good
Sunday-school, TIn fact, it is possible
to have a good Sundayschool where
ever there can be found even one man
who will put his brains, just the brains
he has, into this great work,

COMPARATIVE aTATEMENT
Receipts for Schemes to Feb, 22, 1908.

The subjoined statement of contribu-
tions to the Schemes of the Church
shows that a very large amount must
be received by the treasurver during the
present week if the Church is to de her
work without incurring debt, or with-
holding from her laborers the amounts
due. The Home Mission Fund requires
$0,000 more than last year, and is there-
fore $19,500 worse off than at this date
a year ago. The Foreign Misslon Fund
requires $16,000 more than last year, and
is therefore $14.130 worse off than at the
same date a year ago. The Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund began the year
with a debt of $,734, and is therefore
$1,739 behind last year. There wil! cer-
tainly be laige deficits in these leading
funds  unless wealthy men, and our
stronger congregations, and the congre-
gations who have given nothing to the
Schemes, come promptly to the rescue
before Saturday, February 20th, when
the books will be clused.

Amt.

requir-

ed for

1907. 1908, year.

Knox College .... .. .. 5,554 4,381 9,000

Queen's Ulnversity.. .. 2,660 2,600 8,000
Montreal College .. .. 1,549 1,085 7,600
Manitoba College .. . 3..‘” 3,214 1.m
lome Mission ..
Augmentation
Forelgn Mission ..
W, and O. Fund .
A and 1. Fund .
Assembly Fund .. . 3,688 3,518
French F‘.\'nnmllauuon A IGJN 24,500
l'nlnte aux-Trembles .. 9,169 9,777 19,600
Temperance und Moral

Reform .. ... .. ... —— 1,606 5,000

JOHN BOMERVILLE, Treasurer.
Preshyterian Church Offices, Toronto,
February 2:nd, 1908,

The Presbytery of Kingston having re
quested each congregation within its
bounds to make a pronouncement «n
the question of Church Union and send
it to the clerk of the Presbytery, 8t
Andrew's, one of the largest congrega-
tions of the city, held a meeting, at
which Prineipal Gordon and Professors
Marshall, McPhail, Callendar and oth-
ers spoke. A vole showed a large per-
centage of those present against union.

A sympathetic nature is the world's
{friend.




