PREFACE

This book is written as a companion volume to Industrial
Education — Its Methods, Problems and Dangers, and The
Means and Methods of Agricultural Education. Like those
books it is addressed to the great army of men and women
who are concerned with the education of that large majority
of our population which receives its education in the lower
schools, and depends upon that education for the develop-
ment of cultural ideals and vocational aptitudes. It is
intended to appeal to students in colleges and normal schools
that offer courses in household arts and other vocational
courses for women, to school superintendents and princi-
pals, to directors of vocational schools, to social workers, to
vocational advisers of girls and women, and to the growing
number of lay readers who are beginning to study educa-
tional problems and affairs.

No attempt has been made to deal with that ever in-
creasing number of professional occupations into which
women are now entering, as this branch of the subject is
not likely to be neglected, and it is felt that the education
of the fourteen to sixteen year old girl is of more vital im-
portance to the nation at large. At this time it is essential
that we should not lose sight of the fact that the character
of our people will depend even more in the future than it
has done in the past upon the education we give to our girls
and to our women. Notwithstanding the new avenues of
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