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had all been cast away by a most violent storm; but,

tliroiij^h the intercession of my mother, tlic captain was

]M'evailea npon to turn back into Wales, where we stayed

a month, and at length got into Dublin, and travelled by

land to Wicklow, where my father had, for some weeks,

oiven us over for lost." Hero a year passed, and another

child, Devijehcr—so called after the colonel of the regi-

,„(.nt_was born. "From thence we decamped to stay

half a year with Mr. PY'therston, a clergyman, about seven

miles from AVicklow, who, being a relative of my mother's,

invited us to his parsonage at Animo.' From thence,

again, " we followed the regiment to Dublin," where again

"''we lay in the barracks a year." In 1722 the regiment

was ordered to Carrickfergus. " \Ve all decamped, but

got no further than Drogheda; thence ordered to Mullin-

gar, forty niiles west, where, by I'rovidence, we stumbled

upon a kind relation, a collateral descendant from xVrch-

bishop Sterne, who took us all to his castle, and kindly en-

tertained us for a year." Thence, by " a most rueful jour-

ney," to Carrickfergus, where " we arrived in six or seven

1 "It wiis in this paii.4i," says Storne, "tliat I liad that wonderful

escape in falling through a mill race while the mill was going, and

Ijcing taken up unhurt ; the story is incredible, but known to all that

part°of Ireland, wliere hundreds of the common people flocked to see

me." More Inereilible still does it seem that Thoresby should relate

the occurrence of an accident of precisely the same kind to Sterne's

great-grandfather, the Archbishop. " Playing near a mill, he fell with-

in a ebw ; there was but one board or buck t wanting in tlie whole

wheel, but a gracious Trovidence so ordered it tliat the void place

came down at that moment, else he had been crushed to death
;
but

was reserved to be a grand benefactor afterwards." (Thoresby, ii. 15.)

But what will probably strike the reader as more extraordinary even

than this coincidence is that Sterne should have been either unaware

of it, or should have omitted mention of it in the above passtige.


