
writini,'. An important qimlity nttncliirii,' to the vcr.lift of the
Fallot is, that it in irrovof.al.1... Once ^mwii, w cannot recall or
inodity it, and it is sure to havo i-Hl-ct for j,'oo(l or liarni. TIn-n-
is, p.-rhaps, no tini.- in our lit'.- w(> lioM so niufli of this wic-kod
little world " in tlio hollow of our hand," as when sw have folded
up our hallots on cloction day. Acrordini,' as our hand, at that
moment, is well or ill directed, will the weal or woe of the
realm, in n measure, ensue.

It is clear, therefore, that we sliould take not only a deep
interest, but also an intellijrent pride, in votin-r correctly. As
you well know, th(>re is nnthin,<,r more discoura;,qn<,f than to see
a mass of human hein-s, who have opportunitles'of hecoiniiii,'

intelligent, marchin^r, mithinkinyly to the polls, and castinrr
their votes with the sanw* hhmd indifference with which a
toddling child will deposit a five-pound notr- in the tire, and
then stand oft' to admire the blaze.

THE CANDIDATE.

The .selection of a candidate is a thing that should be (h)ne
with care and <leliberation. It is wonderful the facility people
somotimos have for turning out candidates at short notice.
When a tari./er wants to hire a man to make his hay, he will go
a long distance to get a person of the right material. When'a
business man wants a chnk or a book-keeper, he will take every
precaution to sati.sfy himself as to the character, aptitude, habit
and general "get-np" of his man before he employ- him. If
we want a teacher in one of our commonest Common Schools,
we require the production of satisfactory references and creden-
tials as a condition precedent to his engagement And,—coming
from the .sublime to the ridiculous,—some men will travd
thousand,s of miles to secure a .sleek and suitable horse. Yet we
occasionally witness the spectacle of trumped-up gentlemen, of
whom but little is known—by them.selves or others—posino',
Jind accepted without any preliminary inquiry, as candidates
for the highest positions in the gift of the people. This is not
i^xactly comme il faut The man chosen to represent us in
Parliament, or even aspiring to represent us, should reflect in


