
( From The Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin, Vol. XVIII, No. 193, 
April, 1007. J

ON THE LIBRARY OF A MEDICAL SCHOOL.1

By William Osler, M. D.

One day last spring a London bookseller called and said BOti] 
he had a library of seventeenth and eighteenth century medi­
cal books for sale, which had been gathered by the physicians 
connected with the Warrington Dispensary. Looking over 
the catalogue I saw at once that it was a collection of value, 
and knowing that it would supplement very nicely the special 
libraries which have gradually grown up in connection with 
the Johns Hopkins Medical School, I wrote to Mr. W. A. 
Marburg and he authorized me to purchase it and to have it 
put in good order, and this has been done, and to complete 
his generous gift, Mr. Marburg has furnished bookcases as 
well. Dr. Welch will speak of some of the special works. I 
may mention in passing that the library is very rich in 
English medical pamphlets of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, and contains a large number of the works of 
classical medical authors which we had not in the library.

A word or two on Warrington and the men who collected 
these books: This old town on the banks of the Mersey, 
partly in Chester, partly in Lancashire, had in the middle 
and latter part of the eighteenth century a notable group of 
scientific and professional men. The Aiken family made 
the place celebrated as a literary center, as it was largely 
through the Rev. John Aiken that the Warrington Academy 
became so famous. His son John became well known through 
his “ Biographical Memoirs of Medicine in Great Britain,” 
and the large work on “ General Biography.” A sister of

1 Remarks made on the occasion of the presentation of the Mar­
burg collection of books to the Johns Hopkins Medical School, 
January 2, 1907.
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