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pathway and begged for alms. Though torn and

tattered, and gaunt with hunger, he had an air of

gentleness and refinement, ~~
and, full ofcompassion, the

worthy couple invited him

in to rest. They set before

him the best they had, and

when he tried to express

his gratitude, John laid his

hand on his shoulder.

"My friend," he said,

" Providence has been

good to us, and blessed

the labour of our hands. ^^..^

In times gone by, however, I was as wretched as

you appeared to be when you crossed the road, and

it is owing to a stranger's kindness that I am m
my present position." He went on to tell him of

the bar of gold, and, after a long look at his wife,

who nodded her head as if well pleased, he went

and fetched it from the cellar, where it had lain

hidden all these years.

« There
! " he exclaimed. " I am going to give

it to you. I shall not want it now, and my

chUdren are all well settled. It is fitting that you

should have it, since your need is very great."

Now the stranger understood the science ot

metals, for he was a learned man who had fallen
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