
A Discordant -Nott.

I am ulad to be able to nay, ulr. that

the debHt* ihHH far haH been conduct-

fed along reasonably fair llnea and up-

on .1 Homnwhat elfvated plane. I re-

grot to b'- obliged to give paitstng no-

tice to th. discordant note sounded

by the honorable member for Centre

Bruce. That honoable gentleman has

•een nt to state that In the iiosltion I

occupy—a posit !ou that was not o(

my seeking— I have not a united

partv behind we In this House. I beg

to take distinct and clear exception to

this wholly unwarranted misstate-

ment. (Cheers). It is true, sir. that

he niHy be able to point to three hon-

orable gentlemen now occupying seats

in this House who will not again be

candidates for re-election. Two of

tbcni have accepted Dominion conven-

tions and the third had announced his

retirenunt from public life long be-

fore my accession U. the leadershli).

I am pleased to be able to state not

only to this House, but to the people

of the I»rovince, that there Is nr>t a

part' 1<^ of foundation for the uncalled

for statement of the honorabh? mem
ber for Centre Bruce. (Cheers)

Financat.

New, .Mr. Speaker, one of the sub-

jects discussed at some length by

both the mover and the seconder. In

speeches that were alike credltabl" to

themselves, the historic party to

which they belong, and also to this

Assembly, was the very Important
question of finance. The honorable
the Provincial Treasurer was warmly
congratulated upon the fart that

when he delivers his budget speeoh

he will be able to announce a hand-

some surplus—a surplus of probably
1600,000.00. Twill be btranRo, in-

Uttd, siTxJf the facts do not warrant
Hmh an announcement. When I look

at the fstimates brought down last

year and co'upare the net resi-lt with

tbe announcement of tth honorable

ttie member for Brockville that there

^Hl pfobablN be a surplus of 5600.-

6oo, 1 am somewhat disappointed. I

And, sir, that the estimated excess of

receipts over e.xpendlture as shown by
last wear's financial statement, \>as

ll.OSS.'luB. Therefore, sir, apparently

the surplus will fall short of the es-

timates by some I500,()00.

Sources of Revenue.

But. sir. when we consider some of

the sources of our revenue, when we
consider some of the channels

through which this revenue flows.

when we consider who dng thewe

channels and who it was that Ineffec-

tively attempted to dam the*o chan-

nels and who actually condemned
them; when, sir, we coirilder the at-

titude of honorable gentlemen opi»o-

slte when these channels were boln-j

dug, through which a wry large por-

tion of our revenue flows Into the

treasury, neither the aonorable the

Provincial Treasurer nor any other

present occupant of the treasury

benches can truthfully or fairly be

made or considered a fitting subject

for congratulation. (Cheers). In

the late years of liberal administra-

tion three measures of what 1 may
call constructive finance were passed

bv this House. I refer to the Succes-

sion Duties Act, the Supplementary
Revenue Act and the act taxing

brewers and distillers. To the Suc-

cession Duties Act, when aiiended In

1899, honorable gentlemen opposite

gave a qualified opposition. They
moved an amendment, sir, that would
have decreased the receipts under

this act by at least one-third. The es-

timated receipts under this act for

last year were ? 700,000, and the ac-

tual receipts were »82l,692.99.

(Cheers). These receipts, sir, are

due to the constructive financing of

a former Wberal Government, and no
credit whatever Is due the present

Clovernment. However, sir, not-

withstanding their qualified opposi-

tion, while In opposition, to this mea-
sure, immediately they succeeded to

office they rather increased the tax

thus giving us a practical illustration

of the fact that Imitation Is the high-

est form of flattery. But, sir, the at-

titude of the two political parties

with reference to the Supplementary
Revenue Bill, passed In 1899, is even

more marked and striking. This act

was passed for the express purpose

of reaching several large corpv. rations

that could not be and had not there-

tofore been equitably assessed, such

as telegraph companies, telephone

companies, street railway companies,

etc. We have often been told that

the old CJovemment was the friend of

corporations. Yet, sir, When the ques-

tion of equitably raxing these wealthy
corporations became a practical ques-

tion, every Conservative member in

the House lined up against this bill.

(Cheers). I 1 .
sir, to see men evi-

dence their 1...-. by their works.

When the practical test came as to

whether these wealthy corporations

were bei^^g suflSciently taxed, when
the bill was brought down to lay upon
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