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learned men can ^'rasp them. We are often startled at

ihe clear knowledge of truth that some tmeducated people

display. It is because jfrace makes them to abound in the

knowledj^e of His will. Paul jjives Ihanks for the Cor-

iiUhians "that in cverylhinj,'^ you were enriched by liim in

all utterance and all knowledj,'e." And Christ >;ave thanks

to the Father, "because Ihou hast hid these thin^fs from

the wise and prudent, and hast re%ealcd them unto babes."

This knowledj^e of His will takes in thinjjs to come —

f 'nto Ihc dispensation of tlu' fniness of fimcs, to sum up all

t/iiuirs /;/ C/)rist. No knowled>;e ol His will is complete

(hat does not include the (inal headinj; up of all things in

heaven and earth, in Christ, who shall be the center and

administrator of all.

/;/ whom also we have obtained an inhetitance. The

saints Ivinj; in Him, are by His j,'race made joint heirs

with Him to all things so that it is true that " .Ml things

are yo'urs . . . and ye are Christ's, and Christ is Hod's."

Such is the place of the samts i.i the purpose of God.

5. Thk Skai.inc; (vs. 13, 14).

Having selected us before the foundation of the

world, ana predetermined our future rank as sons ot

Ciod, and having redeemed us by His own blood, and

made known to us His eternal t.ounse!, and given us

;i joint heirship witli Christ, He l.ist <^i all sets upon us

the s^al, which binds the transactiiMi as eternal.

A seal has a threefold force. It is a sign o^: ownership;

it is a ratification of a transaction giving it authority and

causing it to take etVect ; and it is a pledge o'i its protec-

tion and execution. Says r^rot'. Kindley : The ^i-al "is a

bond between Clod and man ; a sign at once oi what we

ar ;l..-1 shall be to Cod, aiid oi w!iat He i-^ and will be to


