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remember that Angelot's marriage was the imme-
diate cause of Joseph's death."

" The wickedness of a wicked man is alone to

be blamed for that," said Anne. Ht:lene's mar-

riage with such an unspeakable wretch would
have been a worse thing still."

Urhain sighed, and did not answer. Presently,

gazing into the fire, while Anne watched him with

intent, questioning eyes, he said, " It appears that

the Emperor is a little angry with Herve for his

hurried action, though he does not object to its

consequence, being good enough to say that he

values me and my influence in this country. But

he does not like to be treated as a tyrant. De
Mauves thinks that Adelaide will not have the

post of lady-in-waiting. It is a pity ; she had set

her heart on it."

Anne shrugged her shoulders slightly; it was

beyond her power, being a truthful woman, to

express any sympathy with Adelaide. It was
her coldest little voice that said, " Have you been

to Lancilly to-day ?
"

" Yes," her husband answered.
" Did you see Adelaide?

"

" No."

A bitter smile curled Anne's still beautiful

mouth as she stood near his hair and 'ooked at

him. Was it only or chiefiy Adelaide's unfor-

giving anger that weighed on his brc .d shoulders,

bent his clever brow, drove the old contented smile

from his face? True, Joseph's death might well


