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Providence. I never saw a man so crushed
like."

" Ay, I'm no sayiii<,^ l)ut wliat tliis may he
true, hut it doesna explain yoiiv reason for

t*allin«»- me Jeames."
'* I call ye Tammas as a rule, when it's neces-

sary to mention your name. Ye canna deny
that."

" Tell me how I'm Jeames to the "fentrv."

" I Avasna to dis^rraee mysel' tcthem, was I ?"

" Whaur's the disgrace in Taukmas ?"
" Ye maun see, Tamm is Haov-art, dull as ye

are, that it was a tryino- position for me to he
in. When I left Balrihhie the leddies thocht
I was to many Jeames Pithladdo ; did they

I daursav."

" And I had told them Jeames was complete
daft about me ; and so he was, for he called

his very porridire spoon after me, a thuig you
never did."

" Did I ever pretend to you I had these

poetical ways ?
"

" I wouldna have believed it, thouoh you
did. But was ever mortal woman left in sicli

a predicament because of a superstition?

«>

i'-^^^smm
1


