
WAGE-LABOR AND CAPITAL
WHAT ARE WAGES, AND HOW ARE THEY

DETERMINED?

If we were to ask the laborers "How much waees

sklhngs a da;jr from my employer"; another, "I getha f-a-crown and so on. According to the differ-ent trades to which they belong they would na^e
different sums of money which they receive frTm
therr particular employers, either for workingZ
a certam length of time or for performing a certain

IZ\°{ iT'^' ^r ^""^P^"' ^'^'^ f°^ weaving ayard of clotii, or for settmg up a certain amount of
fype But m spite of this difference in their s"ate-ments there is one point in which they would allagree; their wages are the amount of money which
their employer pays them, either for working a

woA'donT °^ *'""= "^ ^'"' " «^"'" ^"°"« °f

Thus their employer, it would seem, buys their

o^L b'"?'^^-
•^**'" "^'"'y '^'y ''" th""- labor

to him. But this IS mere appearance. What theyreally sell to the employer for money is their laS,*^
power. This labor-power the employer buys fora day. week, month, etc. And having bought it

^* Tf j* by. nuking the laborer work during a
stipulated period of time. With the same sum


