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by A.D. Wright
Graham Chapman is an 

enigma. On one hand a quiet 
soft-spoken physician; on the 
other a formidable comedic 
talent.

Before his lecture on Wednes
day, Chapman held two press 
conferences, where he was asked 
questions on new projects, old 
projects, and his experiences as a 
member of the Monty Python 

' comedy troupe.
S The Monty Python series was 

generally good, he said, but the 
group really felt they were better 
suited to film than television. He 
said ideally there would be a new 
Python project every four years 
or so.

"The show lasted five years, 
J and we all decided that maybe 

we could do another few shows 
that were as good as what had 
gone before, but why?” he said.

Chapman was not happy with 
his newest movie, Yellowbeard. 
"The editing was dreadful. I 
guess Universal wanted to make 
it more understandable to the 
people in Idaho,” he said. Uni
versal had the final say on the 
movie, but Chapman mentioned 
that he presently felt "impotent 
rage” and would like to re-edit it 

I sometime.
Chapman felt better about 

Monty Python’s recent film. The 
Meaning of Life, saying it “fell 
flat two thirds of the way 
through, pity. But it picks up 
toward the end.” When asked
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about the infamous vomit scene, 
he said the scene had taken five 
days to film and a special catapult 
which could fire vegetable soup 
and sweet corn “vomit” at a rate 
of ninety gallons a minute.

The Life of Brian he consi
dered to be "about the best 
thing we've done.” He thought 
the initial picketings of the movie 
strange because "those who 
objected to it without exception 
had not seen the movie.”

This type of reaction is not

new to Chapman. After the 
Monty Python series had been 
out for a while, ABC bought six 
episodes for American broadcast, 
the intention being to edit them 
into two ninety minute movies. 
On viewing the first tape, the 
group discovered it had been 
censored, in violation of their 
contract. They sued and won.
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Chapman has several new pro
jects on the go. The first is a 
movie with the working title of 
Ditto, co-written with John 
Cleese. A new Beyond the Fringe 
film is in the works, a synopsis 
having been co-written with 
Peter Cook. Lastly, there is a new 
movie that Chapman is currently 
writing.

"I should be working on it 
now,” he said.

»CRATES ARE GREAT!
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- futons - natural pine furniture
- pottery - jewellery - and other treasures

Dalhousie Theatre Productions

FIRST TIME EVER
1983-84 Subscription Series

Canadian Gothic / 
American Modern
October 19-23

Split
February 8 12

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream
November 30 ■ 
December 4

Musical (Grease or 
The Boyfriend)
March 28 April 1

Dalhousie Arts Centre Box Office

424-2298
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Reading, notetaking, 
term papers, memory 
work... how do you 
cope with it all?
The answer is not in working harder or longer, 
but in working better. . . Studying Effectively 
and Efficiently: an integrated system by Polly 
MacFarlane and Sandra Hodson, Counselling 
and Psychological Services, Dalhousie 
University. Handbook available at Dalhousie 
University Bookstore. $3.75
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UPCOMING :

WHITE HEATHER
SAT., OCT. 22, 8 p.m.

RAY CHARLES
MON, OCT 24, 7 & 9:30 p.m.
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On Sale Now !

the GohH

Box Office-424-229Q 
Visa Purchases-424 -5Q20
Visa phone orders — 50$ service charge 
per ticket to maximum $5
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