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Christmas 1962

How the meaning of Christ-
mas has changed over the years!
Nothing today is as simple, as
lovely, as spiritual as it was in
the days of our grandparents. In
out time—December, 1962—we
are living in a world that is com-
plex and filled with commer-
ciality. What we do is determin-
ed by habits instilled in us by
national advertisers, whose pro-
paganda dominates our way of
life. We are like machines re-
acting to certain keys on a wide
control panel, and our response
is automatic,

The world of today’s Christ-
mas is characterized by mere
‘product-giving’. We no longer
give of ourselves, genuinely, from
the heart; or, if we do, it is
simply to fulfill a social obliga-
tion.

But materialism has not only
changed our social habits; worse,
it has begun to affect our
thought. Can it be that we are
no longer free-thinking men and
women, free to choose and free
to carry our choice into prac-
tise? More and more we are
cowed by social pressures to
the extent that we have all
but surrendered our individual
responsibilities. As a result, we
simply follow the dictates of a
mechanized culture, slavishly.

It seems we are no longer
guided by the principles that were
so meaningfut thirty or forty
years ago. The spirit of Christ-
mas that Hémon expressed in
“Maria Chapedelaine”, for ex-
ample, the respect for traditional
values of peace on earth and
goodwill to men (which he evok-
ed in his wonderfully warm and
tender novel), appear to have
lost all sense of meaning today.

Perhaps I am being too sen-
timental, but it seems to me that
we should have the right attitude
towards Christmas — what it
stands for in our daily lives, and
in the life of the world.

The symbol of Christ’s birth
must be made to stand out clear-

A snow-covered tree, coloured
lights, and streamers set the

scene for L.B.R’s Christmas
party, and along with dancing
and carolling, and an all around
good time, it was pronounced one
of the best yet.

The highlight of the evening
was the visit of Old St. Nick
(who,came down the chimney-

Christmas with dull sayings—
“Only twenty shopping days to
Christmas”, etc. — how can we
expect the non-Christian world
to react with sympathy to one of
our holiest of celebrations? How
can we expect our faith to remain
strong if it simply becomes rit-
ual or conditioned response?

The only practical answer to
these questions, the only remedy
which can work effectively
against the disease of the secular
Christmas, is that each Christian
learn to keep Christmas in the
spirit of Christ.

Only if we learn to do this will
Christmas be of continuing
meaning to us. And we must
learn, else the forces of material-
ism will surely overwhelm and
stamp out the old and cherished

verities our forefathers knew, and
practised, at Christmastide.
JouN OLILOVIC

ly in the minds of men every-
where, if we are to endure. If
we simply continue to remember

THE COMMERCIAL CHRISTMAS

by SCUTTLE

What is Christmas? Ask this question of a group of children,
and I’d be willing to bet that 95% of them would say, “Oh, that’s
when Santa Claus comes and brings me lots of toys.” Toys and
Santa Clus—this is what Christmas has come to symbolize in the
minds and hearts of our junior citizens, just as the key words of the
senior citizen might well be parties and presents. Very few people
put the correct emphasis on what Christmas means (myself in-
cluded, to avoid being called a hypocrite). Even those people of
Christian background who are not themselves believers in God, owe
it to their children to delineate the real meaning of Christmas. A
child who hasn’t been exposed to the Christian doctrine has very
little chance of developing into an adult who believes in God (and
this can be a real asset in this day and age).

“Only ten more shopping days left until Christmas”—Sound
familiar? It should, as that is what we hear so frequently via TV
and radio. If the present trend of commercializing Christmas is not
curbed, next year’s advertising slogans may read something like
this: “Buy your gifts at the big new ‘x’ department store and
receive FREE a ringside seat to the second coming of Christ!”
Incredible now, yes, but what about the future? Think about it!

an hour ago . . . people . . . voices shouting, cursing, laughing

. sitting, looking abstractly out of windows . . . or, at each other

. arms, legs, ears, noses, eyes (glasses), feet, fingers—imnouths

chewing-gum, smoke (great wreaths), coffee, pepsi . . . general—

all-purpose-layout-tool stuck in the paste bottle . . . type, type, type
" “meet the deadile . . . last issue . . . get it out!

now . . . legs akimbo on the table . . . hands stretched up and

around . . . yawn (!) . . .scraps . . . butts . .. ashes, spread over

copy . . . pencils, once round and virginal, now tooth-marked,

senile . . . ink . .. *** ... hum of the flourescent tubes . . . whistle,

downstairs . . . janitor . . . and me.

left alone . . . space to be filled . . . dum, de dum . . . dum

) .soquiet...solate...snni-red...snhcllwit:hit...
. O (almost forgot . . . merry Xxmas . . . —30—...

by PETE DUNPHY

even!) with a bag of goodies for
the guests. Many apt and exotic
gifts were distributed; an “Oh
Johnny”, a pair of “snuggies”.
(No, not from the panty raid)
and a little “Oh Be Joyful” for a
prominent member of the AAA.
Mr. Claus seemed to be enjoy-

ing the party more than anyone

0 --- HO!

else, and judging from the hanki-
panki the girls really go for eld-
erly bearded geatlemen.

* As is the custom in L.B.R.,
the party was organized by the
first year residents. Special
thanks go to John Sherrich, Pete
Dunphy, Brian (Ho, Ho!) Cope-
land, and all those who lent a
hand in any way.

CAMPUS CO-OP STUDIED
BY UN.B. DELEGATION

Reprinted from St. F.X. student paper, The Xaverian

University of New Brunswick last weekend sent a five-member
delegation headed by Barry Savage to study the cooperation system

now operating on our campus.
function of our Student’s Co-op

ginning a similar enterprise on the

The delegation studied the basic
Society with the intention of be-

U.N.B. Campus. The plan pro-

posed for their own needs will be spread over a ten year period,
starting with a barber shop and supply shop and gradually working
up to a complete student’s co-op society.

EXTENSIVE TOUR

The delegates were given an
extensive tour of the Co-op book
store, supply shop, canteen,
barber shop and board room by
board members of the St. Francis
Xavier University Co-op Board.
The two female delegates were
hosted by Miss Terry Power and
Miss Elayne Alexander, the three
men by board members Bob Ko-
walski and Brian Wady.

Due to the absence of Co-op
president Ralph Hayes, only one
short informal meeting was held
in which several of the outstand-

ing problems in initiating such a ,

system were discussed. The-dele-
gates showed particular interest
in the setup of our society and
its constitution.

The delegates were introduced
to the St. Francis Xavier Co-op
Manager Max MacEwan who
highlighted several of the admin-
istrative phases of the operation.
Each delegate had ample oppor-

tunity to question Mr. MacEwan
and the members of the board, as
well as to pick up many import-
ant ideas from their tour. It is
hoped that the visit to our cam-
pus will give food for thought
to the energetic U.N.B. group in
their planning and execution of
their plan.

President Woody Hayes told a
Weekly reporter that the delega-
tion considered its mission quite
successful and expressed apprec-
iation for the interest shown them
by their hosts.

After Christmas, don’t for-
get to bring back your skates,
skis, toboggans, and play
clothes, so that you won’t miss
out on all kinds of Fun, Fun,
Fun!

Bt SRS

I-dont think we should hold hands so close to the residénoe.

Most students have been hun-
gry during those mornings they
missed their breakfast in order to
get to the first lecture on time.
However, I wonder how many
of the student body have really
been hungrey . . .

The Student Christian Move-
ment in association with Canter-
bury Club, LV.C.F, Newman
Club, N.F.C.U.S., and W.US.C.
is sponsoring a “Refugee Ban-
quet.” It is hoped that the title
of the event in itself will make us
think” of those people of the
world who are less fortunate than
ourselves. Furthermore, when
one attends the banquet he will
be reminded even more so, for the
menu will consist of a bowl of
soup, a piece of bread, and a
glass of water.

Please read on for there will
be more offered in the line of
food; that is, food for thought.
Prof. Theodore Weiner of the
physics department will speak
about the refugees of the world.
He will be able to speak with
some authority on the subject, for
he was a refugee during the war.
This should prove to be a most
interesting and inforfative talk.

Since we are entering the sea-
son of cheerfulness and joy, it is
hoped that the student body will
help with this most worthy
cause of refugee relief. We must
remember that it is through our
help that these forsaken people
of the world are able to share a
little .of our cheerfulness and joy.

You might ask, “How can I
help?” The answer is that you
could purchase a ticket for the
“Refugee Banquet” at a give-
away price of $1.00. Let us
think seriously if it is worth giv-
ing one dollar of our many dol-
lars to aid those who have no
dollars. This could be the most
rewarding Christmas gift that you
will give this year, for you will
truly know that it will be going
to someone who needs it.

The funds obtained through
this effort will go to the “Free-
dom from Hunger Campaign”
which is administered by the
United Nations.

The banquet will be held in
‘the Oak Room of the Students
Center at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday,
December 16, 1962. Please con-
sider the cause, buy a ticket, and
come along.

Presented by—D, 1. BRAY

Pas de Deux
I

, lay
beside her
in that dawn

and

we knew not
the intricate
steps

that
led us in
our pas de deux.
Eric THOMPSON

MONTREALERS

The Montreal Sky Divers have
invited our Para-Jump Club to
jump with them at St. Jovite
every weekend during the holi-
days. We will have the use of a
Cessna 180 and a Norseman
aircraft.

All jumpers and spectators are
welcome.
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