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The Politics of Food, by Don
Mitchell, James Lorimer and
Company, 1975. 235 pp.

Capitalism is a system that
produces for profits rather than
forhuman needs. Thisis soeven
in the production of the most
important human necessity -
food.

What else can be the case
when 28 million eggs are
destroyed; when farmers are
-paid not to grow wheat; when
wheat reserves are cutbackand
when millions of acres of prime
cultivated land are converted
out of farming - while half-

Farmers caught in food politics -

billion of the world's population
are suffering from malnutrition
and millions are dying from
starvation?

This is part of the picture
that emerges from Don
Mitchell's The Politics of Food.
The book is a study of the
Canadian food industry, dealing
with, among other things, the
inflation in, food prices, the
tremendous disparity in income
and living standards between
the owners of large-scale,
capital-intensive - farms and
small Canadian farmers.

The Politics of Food

“focuses in on the bread, beef

and. milk industries, with a
chapter on each. From August
1972 to August 1974, theretail
price of these above-listed
items increased 37 percent, 36
percent and 23 percent respec-
tively. Adding to this calculation
the subsidies Canadian con-
sumers pay through taxation to
the bread and milk cor-

porations, the price increases -

soar to anincredible.60 percent
for bread and 40 percent for
milk!

Why have food prices been
increasing like this?

Farmers are not responsi-
ble. They are caught
squeeze play by big business.

Since 1945, to quote
Mitchell, “the rate of increase in

. the combined costs of produc-
ing a commodity were rising
faster than the gross return
received by the farmer for the
commodity when he sold it.” In

TEACHERS WANTED |

Personnel from the Edmonton Catholic
School Board will be interviewing
teacherapplicants for the 1976-77 school
term on campus at the Manpower Office
on the following dates:

November 17th to December 4th

Interested applicants should contact
Miss Louise Perkins at the Manpower
Office (432-4291) for an application form
and to arrange for an appointment.

farm inputs had increased 30
percent from 1961 to 1969 yet
the price of wheat had aropped
27 percent. In 1974 the
farmer’s net income on a 36
centloaf of bread was 1.2 cents.

Neither @re farm workers to
blame. " According to the
government, they are not even

More thanan Engineer.

Our Military Engineers are very specialised people.

They design and build bridges, airstrips, base facili-
ties, supervise and maintain all kinds of equipment on our
bases around the world. i :

. It's a very special job. One that involves working
with men: Guiding them. Training them. A job where you
can apply your knowledge in all kinds of challenging
situations. :

If you're into engineering, we can get you into

something more than just an office job. Aty Officer's job, CET
where you can develop your jull paiential. °; = INVOLVED
! Give it some thought;We cEp give you ple_nty of WITH THE
opportunities to use your specialised knoWledge in some CANADIAN
very unusual ways. =
Send this coupon for more information. ARMED

FORCES.

Directorate of Recruiting & Selection, _
National Defence Headquarters, Box 8989, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0K2 %
Please send me more information about opportunities in the Canadian Forces for Military

Engineers. ’ :
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Address G r : :
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the case of wheat, the cost of ~

eligible to receive the minimum
wage. :

They are not protected by’

child labor laws nor accident
and sickness coverage. They are
prevented by law from forming
unions in Ontario' (and most
other provinces), which has the
highest concentration of farm
workers.

The source of food-price

LUTHERAN
STUDENT
MOVEMENT

November 16, 7:30 p.m.
Fireside discussion

The Religion and Worship
of the Native People

Doug Cardinal,
Indian Architect

Lutheran Student Centre
11122 - 86th Avenue

phone 439-5787

inflation is agri-business ;
the market structure
dominates. Like most sector
the Canadian economy, |
farm supply sector and the foy
and beverage industry (that
agri-business)  are charactei
ed by high degrees of con
tration and integration.

For example if we taket
four largest agri-business
portations, they supply 67 p
cent of the tractor and combi
market, 77 percent of theflo
milling capacity, and accoy
for 96 percent of breakfs
cereal manufacturing. Theth
largest meat packers have
percent of the national mark

The integration of ag
business is seen in the massh
empire of Argus Corporati
Dominion Stores, Canadi
largest supermarket groce
chain -and Massey-Fergust
the largest Canadian-own
manufacturing firm, are co
trolled by one corporatil
Argus.

“Another example is Cang
Packers, the largest Canadi
food manufacturer. They 0
the second largest block {

cont'd p.

Student Loan
~ Appeals

Did you receive
enough money from
the Student Finance Board

to continue your
education this year?

If you feel that you face hardship or may be forced!
discontinue your education, appeals can be made. Al
_students have a right of appeal to the apped
committee. The Student Finance Board is located!
the Devonian Building, 11160 Jasper Ave. (Phot

427-2740).

For further information contact Brién Mason, EX
ecutive Vice-president in the Students’ Union offices
2nd floor SUB (phone 432-4236).
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