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The Young Man and HiLs Problem.
LUE IS NOT A JOIE.

Lfifl not a joke-not even a practical joe. W.
admire tbe man who bas an element of saving
humer ln bis make-up, but heaven save us from the

jolgman-teojoking reacher, the joking lawyor
Madt joking inauranco agent. Life mu flot a joko
The .ot g.6e thing in the universo is au
earnéet ma". Certalnly a preacher can afford to
b. lu earneat. Listen to the word. of an Amorican
divine: "It la usolen business, this preacbing and
singing te those, grave-bound, judgment-day-going,
iWho mnuat "forevor ive in rapture or in woo." I

lood -one day in an operating moont wbon one of
tho dlstinguished 4aurgeons of the land was to eut
fito th. body -of a young woman, eut rigbt near tbe
beurt, in order te remove, a particle of diseased
tissus..I, toc,, vas roquire'! te carefully wash My
bandsanad face and don, like aIl the others in at-
teidance, a white robe and cap and stand motigi-
loua' as possible. Thore was no comment, no laugh-
4ng ne, net oven smiling; not a word was upokon,
uc"lya whiîsper. AUl vore profonndhy serions and
itent on saving the life of that womas."

TEE DIVINE PLAN.

The divine plan ?-What do you know about the
divine planî-nethlngl But it is because I know
ée little about It that I have such a profound res-rec for it. I arn sure that God muet have a plan.

1 annot preside ovor the affaira of a small church
sucoe.ufully without a plan. The master genius of

thme universe muet have a plan, and I, though thme
monat insignlficant individual on the planet, muet
have a place ln the divine plan. Look for the plan
et Jehevah and try and tako your place in it even
th hlie rond la rougb. I quote: After the

àof Worth, 1773, Frederick MI. said te Froy-
ta& wth deep feeling: "I abhor Ibis butchery; 1
bave nover strivon for a soldier's honors; I should
bave left military glory te another witbout any
feeling ýof envy. Yet it has beon my fate te pass
froni one war te, anotber, and from one batthefiold
te anether, and te wade througb human blood before
Imeunt the throne of my ancestors."

AN INSTINCT.

Love for beauty behongs te the eye-it will leut
,mtfil the last living oye bias been plucked from the
hiunan physiogonomiy. Love for music belongs to
lime ar-it wilhst until the lat earthy sound
bas broken upon the framework of the buman ear.
Love for love and desire for affection belongs to the
heart and it will hst until the lst buman heart lbas
ccased to beat forever. -The desire for immortality
belongs to the seul and it will endure until the
spirit of tbe hast man stands naked and ahone in the
presence of the infinite. I ask for no argument for
immortality-my soul tols me that 1 shall ive
forever. From an open book on my lap 1 quote the
words: "Dr. Paulus, a professer at Heidelberg, was
an atheist who denied immortality and the super-
natural. Wben bis final ilîness began hoe said lie
was about to die, and that that wouhd be the end
of bim. For hours hoe lay in coma-no word, nmo
look, nmo sigii. It was supposed hoe would nover
rouse from that stîmpor. AI at oncee ls eyes open-
od and gazed at the ceiling as if hoe saw something
tbose about bim could not sec; raising bis head,
hoe said distinctly, "There is anotîmer life"; ini a mo-
mient hoe was gone."

WRATH.

Wrath is a cruel thing. It blind(s the soul. Wrath
looks tlrougli blood-slîot eyes and everytliing in tîhe
world seems as red as its own angor and as crim-
son as its own flanîing indignation. Uncontrollable
wrath is the nearest sano approacm to insanity which
la possible on the safe side of an nnbalanced men-
tality. An English periodical remarks: "There are
moments wben anger surges inmueno and tluey ueo
red. Thon the sligitest touch may liberate tlue :ad-
ness that wreckà the labor of a lifetinie. Europe
bas not forgotten tlie circumstanes8 attending tlhe
resignation of M. Cemenceau ast July, wluen in a
tiorce personal euuounter witlî M. Deheasse lie alieuu-
ated hbis supporters and encoutcred defeat. i-Many
a man saw i thc incident ail image of soniîe cveiut
In bis owui- life, îvluen lus career t%-as pt'ruîuaneut1y
cripplod. Radier tluan deny hirnself the gratifica-
tion of his pride or aniger, lie lias injured and dis-
figured ife for himself and others."

YOUTH AND ÂGE.

Health means a perfect balance between mii laund
bodyv. Too muichu muscle mueans heart failure; loo
iiiià hnere meauus brain failure; a perfect laive
hetw'een bhrain aînd boudy neans ivel:îigh peu'fie
Itealii. IDr. Oser lias becoine fanions for bis siig
gestiun concemning the usefulness of a man after he
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bas paaaedl the dead line of forty; but his own life
contradicts the theory. A writer in the Wide Wide
World remarks: "It bas been bis fate to give the
most stuiking possible refutation of his owfl theory
of old age, a theory, by* the way, whch merely
aprang from an ebullition of pot-prandial jocositY.
At sixty-one he is a marvel of youthful vitality
and elasticity. He brings withhim intô the 'musty
lecture-room and pedantie common-rooms of Oxford
a fresh breeze of virility and optimism and large&1
humanity. t:ie bas shaken our old men, and sounded
the charge to our youmg men, in the army of medi-
cine, and, by the charm of bis personality, ho bas
wrought new links to bind together the old world
and*tho new.

IRON CLAD.

The soul is an ironclad. No cyclone ean reacb it,
no tornado can toucb it, no catastrophe can harm it,
no accident can.hurt it, and no incident can effect
it. Even though we go down at last in an earthly
defeat, tbe soul shall survive, in glorious victory.
This paragraph cornes to me with the power of an
inspiration: "I arn bîgger than anything that can
liappen to me." I do not know by whom the ýpoem
"Invictus" was written, nor out of what blackness
of sufl'ering and stnxuggle its stuirdy challenge came,
but I know that it.is a truc battle cry from the in-
domitablo heart of courage of -the ever undefeated
man.

«'Out of the night that covers me
Black ais the pit from pole to polo,

I thank whatcvcr gods'may bie
For my unconquorable soul.

Boyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms up the horror of the shade,

And yet the menare of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid."

"TOOK IN" BOARDERS.

The Bible of Human Biography is the biggest
bible in the world. Read Biography! Read auto-
biography! So commands Thomas Carlyle. Read
the bjgêphies of the great and you will learn to
respet the struggles of the poor and the patience of
the humble. Did you know that the mother of
Ralph Waldo tsmerson took in boarders? By the
following quotation I affirm it: "The parsonage
whore Emerson spent bis oarly years had an or-,
chard of some two or three acres. After bis fathor's
death, his mother moved to another street and kept
boarders. The bouse was but a short distance from
the common, and thither Waldo and bis brother
drove their mother's cow to pasture. At the age of
eight, Waldo entered the publie grammar school, and
soon afterward the Latin sehool, where, at the âge
of eleven, hoe turned Virgil into readable Englislb,
loved the study of Greek, ivas fond of reading
Iiistory and froquently wrote verses.

THE KEY-HOLE TEST.

A certain writer bas well said that character is,
"in the dark.» What a man is "when nobodvy is
looking" is the real man. Whiat does the preacher
dIo on bis vacation? What does the student do whiei
away fromn home? What doos the merchant do Mien
in Nýew York? Can you stand "the Key-Ho!e test"
which was applieÙ'to Oliver Cromwell'! The Ex-
positor bas something to tbe point: "Oliver Crom-
well was once lodging in Knaresborough. A voung
maiden of the house was ordered to take a pan of
coais and air bis bed. When she went out she stop)-
ped and peeped throughi the keyholé, having a
natural curiosity to see wbat so great a man wotild
do. She saw him rise from his seat, advance to-
wards the lied, and faîl on bis knees, ini whieh at-
titude hoe remained somie time. After a wlii1e she
w~ent away, but again returned,, iî>ing hiiii in thie
saine position. How many of uis coiild ,stand the
keyliole test"

END 0F CHAPTER.

The sad thing about a fast young m ian is thle fait
tiat hi gets to the end of hinself su qîliieuk. All
t iiigýs have an end. The end îof thle svn>~iiististj
îuîîving just as rapidly toward im ais he is nix iii-
toward it. Wliien the end cornes, it coines suîlielvi\.
Everybody expects it except the main laiimseff. _N>)
body is surprised except, the man hiinself. _.îivin
life lie sold bimself and wvhen Natiue saivs: '-

iver tbe goods!" He stands aghiast. AndiNci ilite
goods are delivered and the restilt N uîîelang'îl>'-
asi nchangeahle as character, fate anuld'"tn.
ai readable book 1 euH Hite follhii îr , j'

potry: "According to the legeni.] aît '

lo sirrender lus soul to the Evil 0 ( i fh'ii

'-'î~him for twentv-fotir vears to 1il 'iii i
tî''îîsness, give hirn whatever lie mia ':-k
,L eniemies, and aid all bis friends .. a

I
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compact, signedl with Tant's life-blood-'a seul for
twenty-four yoars of pleasure and unbridled licenso.,
The twenty-four years soon sped, and thon ]he con-
fessed ho hall made a miserable bargain and wasted'
bis life. Alas, that so0 many still reckleBsaly aign the
devil's bond!

"Lo, one stands yonder waiting with the bin:
'Master, tby soul I-mine.by indonture clear.

"Rejoice, 0 young man! give thy hert îts, hust
Of catos and deicates; yea, wreatbe the zbowl,
And bid thy laugbing lady kiss the. -fond:,

Take tby good year: the fiend-denies not trust:..
Only romember that thou hast sign?' the bond,
Nor ini due season grudge to.pay thy soul"

FACE IT.

Are you looking for ideal conditions-;.-thon' 'you
are lookinig for something wli-hh is bard - .tô -Ud.
The onhy man who is blessed with 'ideal conditions,
nine times out of ton, is the min who has created
them for himnsef. The ideal mulit b. caird tout.of
the real and the real, to begin with,' ig: never Ljdbui

-An Englîsh writer in dealing with. this thought- maya:
"If," says Thomas a Kempis, "you thro'w 1awy
one cross, you will beyond. doubt flnd another,ý and
perbaps a heavier." It is wonderful to.me:-hew'muay
of the best things in my life have grown out of -quset
acceptance of untoward and unpleasant circuni.
stances.

WHEN TIMýr HANGS HEAVY.

Whon time,,4angs beavy we immediatehy prepare
for its executiomj.- We road a novel to "kl te
W/e arrange an outing to kilh time. We. p»pSdea
program for the evening to "kili"' time. Wei'vmedi-
tate upon tbe arrangement of some sociaI l affair -t»
"kili" time. Novels are goofi, social -ý gathw g
furnish an opportunity for relaxation, and 'eveawg
parties afford an opportunity to keep in tuhw4
the., world but a mental indifference to the value
of time is an insult to Eternity.1-t
.Thore will corne a time in the experiemnce' of' your
soul when tbe only treasure you will covet *1illbe
Time. The youth of twenty may fritter- awayý'hiai
hours but the man of forty begins te realizo thàt
the higbost mensure of value is not expressed in g9ld
or radiumi but in-Time. 1 I Cowley's ossay, "'Tho
Danger of Procrastination," we find 'these wordi:
"There is no fooling with ife when il is once turned
beyond forty."1

BUILDING MATERIAL.

These are the days of steel construction and re-
inforced cernent. Edifices cana be constructed which
ci-on an earthquake cannot move, and foundations
can be laid which only dynamite cala disturb, but lot
lis remember that society must be built on char-
acter and the onhy material out of which it ean ho
constructod is genuine manhood. The Boston Con-
gregationalist in an article on "Foundation Mon"
remarks: "The fathers had ways of doing thinga
that to-day seom quaint- and even qucer, but tbat
sugg-est some useful lessons for us more modern
modÎems. In the records of Westfield, Mass., it is
narrated, under the date of 1579, that-one day in
June "*thle church was organized and Mr. Taylor
ordained. 'Soven mon were selected to be formod inte
a cluurch callod foundation men." It il§ also mmci-
dentally romarked that one Thomas Green was
chiosen, but declined. He was afterwards admitted
t o t hoe hurch without narrating bis oxperience, be-
cause lie ivas s0 "decayed by age that it was bard
to galber it." Every church must have its "fotmnda-
lion men."1

CH'URCH MATTERS.

If V-onî annot find your wvav clear to join a church
See to it-that you help to support one. Your life:is
su fer, yoîur property more valuable and the in-

. 1oeliuuetlirown about vour family, btter and high-
er. h.ei'au-'e thiere is a -church in your neighborhoOd

tIîixî "îjPîiut will afford you splendid moral insur-
allitit a exceediiÏINg low rate. An exehange. re-

îiîrk~.î'iierîin (flx 'rWéndell Holmes: "Dr.
11, ui-s as f'îu ofi'iiî-î'-gIll e found, ho said,

i liitliroWa~ ii le eîierof bis heart a plant
i> lit ''i elvte,~ \ % l a ted to ho watored once a
"il. iaîî a reý1git;ir tuhîîrich-goer. I should go for
FilN mav-n-,if t (1](1 'lot love it; but 1 amn

l'!~euiiiWln liMI Pgreat pleasure in the midst of
xx 'ii lxaIîtiîe-..xx ier 1 can accept ail thefr

ii.'lNStandaîx-i home for haif a century
't a corner of Tremont Street,

lui~> .xa'-xmarried, there ahi bis chul-
ti -A~r from that church bis wife


