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The Other Man's Town
Written for The Western Home Moutbly by Charles Dorian
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"That is fie. d rne ta aseMay-
bridge, now, sud again in a year f rom
now to measure your advancement.
You know, you are teiling me about a
ironderful tom and it reaily may not
bave progressed at ail-just grow'd up,
like Topsy, with the usual anéumt of
turve im that looks like propoesa."

"«Come to Maybridge, by ail means,"
invited Laurance. "And if you can find
any lack of up-to-dateness, l'Il donate
to your town anytbing that w'ill start a
noir movement for progposa."

«Weil, now, that's a nice offer," said
Thomas, iith a pieaqant laugh. "But,
1 do nut see that ire need any nom move-

ment ia that Uine. Tell you irhat Wbe do
need, though. We ahould have a sixty.
foot flag pole snd a twenty-foot giag in
Victory Park. We are planning a big
oelebration for the great allied victory
that ia coming."

"'Not a bad idea. ilI donate the fiag,
the polo and ail the trappinga if you can.
show me irberein Maybridge is flot a
real, live, up-to.date town."

"I1 accept," said Thomas, offering bis
hand.

'Uot me know the day, Tom, and lIl
givo you a royal time," éaid Laurance.

"No, thank y ou. l'Il go unannounced
and as an ordiiùary visitor. 1 ivant that
flag and pole!" amiied Tom.

Maybridge lies one bundred miles ai-
most due north of Stonecope. It iras a
cold day in early spring when Thomas

Cumford arrved.. Hie train was tirity-
miutes lateamrving and Tom-eùowîer-
ed thia a good omen. 0Of course it vas
uno* fault of Maybridge that the. train
iras net up to date but tber. Wax -morne-
thing for which Màybridge vas to
olame. The tremn bulletin bMa as
maeed «"On Urne! " Tqm stood d gmn
at it while hotel porters buxedarua
him. The board was dated "IOth.
irbile it was actuafly the tireatiethl

"One of the littie things our frlend
the inayor overlooks whea ho thinka ot
progresa la large terme,» lie Mid, haeU-
aioud.

"cBegý pardon, sir ?" intruded the rauc-oua voice of one of the porters. Mo~tel
Maybridge--autobus arounci the corner,
air."

Seated ini the bus be made a note la

ECAUSE ho iras firsLi i a fight,
ahead in ail the achool sports1
and champion splier, hocirasi
calied Cock-o'-the-waik Percy.«
Tbey said of hlm that ho iras,

bora to lead, and careers ire mapped1
out for him in al aphores irbere the '
calcium burned brightest. Perey iras ai
epecalist la vim. Tho quiet, methodicai,
plodding school mouso iras to him thei
apothoosis of decay. For the benefit of
such as they Perey had some stunts in 1

* mental and physical devoiopmont to ho
marvolled at. One of these iras Thomas
Cumford and ho strovo to emulato
Percival Lauranco not la the slightest
degree.

Not that Thomas iras noirbere ini
sports or study. Hoeiras, in fact, the
equal of Perey, but irbat he accomplish-
ed iras <kno quietiy, and while nobody
said hociras bora to load, it iras con-
cedod that ho iras a prtty smart f elloir.
Ho wouid probably ho a college profossor
or a irriter of some sort.

Most of Percys achoolmatos knew
soveral years later that ho ivas mayor
of tho progressive town of Maybridgo
but f ow of thom knew tht Thomas iras
mayor of the classie town of Stonocope.

Perey dropped off at Stonocope one
day on bis iray homo fromi a convention.
Ho wished to congratulato is oid achool
feflow on bis achiovement. He could
scarceiy believe it, but thon it ivas a
dead town, which probably wouid have
elected tho undrtaker if Thomas had flot
been around loolng for a job!

It seened ho mado a mistako by start-
ing to boast about the adanucos May-
bridge iras making la the industrial
world and thon to comment upon Stone-
cope thus:

"lYours la one of those beautiful tomas
that stand out like a new monument in
a cemetery. It may ho that ire pay
more attention to keeping alive la May-
bridge but the fact ls %ve are miles
ahead of Stonecope in business atvity
and goneral up-to-dateness. You have
loveiy' buildings, dlean streeta and al
that but there ia a bush to the Place
that suggests something solom-as if
business hiad knocked off for tIbe day
to go to a funeral."

",We do thinga quitly, to ho sure,"
repiied Cuimford, smiling, "but there'a rio
ristaking the fact that ire do them.
The differonce betireen Stonecope and
Maybridge, if you wiii have a compar-
son, la the iray iu mhich the eariy bird
goes after the irormn. It i l ain1 the
kind of bird. One, so eager and rayon-
Oua takes no timo to wash its face.
Stonecope prefers to take ita bath before
breakfast. In xnany respects Stonecopo
is more up-to-date than Maybridge.»

"Nonsen se!" repudiated Percival Lau-
rence?" The very air of 1%aybridge is
vibrant îith the urge of the alert. NWbY.
you haven't even a street car lino bore!*'

"We haven't considored it necossarY.
We have a perfect telephione syatem and
a central quick deivery service. No
store employa its own delivery wagon-
The Central Transportation Co., irith fast
mnotor trucks and cyclecara have specified
routes and oeil at ail the businessî
Itousea for parcels. Thon ire have a ive-
cent jitney service which la much quieter
than street cars. Many people have
savt'd car fare so long that thcY DNw
own their own autom~obiles. WVe have a
,tatute against noise. That may ho con-
sidered contrary to progresa but ire don't
think so. We have no ioud industries
anîd no black smoke. 1 understand May-
bridge tgts its sustenance from the
.s1ncit ers" close by?"

,,Oh, yos. It is mining itat lias put
M\avbridge on the map," replied Percivai,
loftiiy. ,

-And of course that meana the suiphiur
smo0ke nuisance," said Th)omas-, quietiY.
'*Jt i, too bad you have not succeedvd in
leislating dom that drawback. 1 don't
se how you can possibly grow aINy'

"We do grow thinga. Tliat is one <of
tlie ays i l ivhich iaybridgLe is marivl

istue tings me (do against great odds.
lhe suiphiur nuisance ha" been somembat

niinirnized and we are gcoing in for park-
auJ 'treet beautification."
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