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The 'Busy Beaver" shown at one of hisÂ'mrultifarious tasks of home-building.

per liad once more narrowly eseaped
lier -doom and the colony w as en-
deavoring to'bring home their tesson
of care as usual. It appears that
while felling another trec, she liad
misjudged thc direction in which it
was to, fait. The tree liad twisted
unexpecedty and it came crashing
down upon lier. Two large bouglis
lad licld it from falling te the ground
and had therefore allowed lier a littie
room. Howcver, the limbs and trunk
of the tree had left tlieir marks about
lier body. She wus badly bruised and
had, for tlircc days, remained under
cover. Her mother had nursed lier
wounds and tliey liad begun to heal,
aihougli it was necessary that alie re-
main out of the water as mucli as
posible, that the sores mîglit have
a chance to lieal more quickty. She
took lier misfortune liglit-hcartcdly,
aithoughl onging for the comforting
toudli of the cool water and the cries
of lier woods companions.

The imprisonmient had given lier a
chance to think over tlie epfisodes in
lier tife and shc was more than ever
bent upon exploration. ,She had re-
etlved that at the first moment of

freedom she would go over the hli
and explore the surrounding country
which lad always remained a mystcry
to lier.

On Friday she was allowed a few
hoiirs liberty, provided 8lie be accom-
panied by '<Uab", lier brother. She
had taken Dab with lier and after a

tour of thc territory below the dam,
lad returned safely. The very ncxt
mornmng sIc would go over the hill;
she promiscd hersoîf tliat. This de-
cision on lier part was a wise one.
For a week there liad been no unwar-
ranted excitement i11 the cotony and
the members were again in good
humor, little suspecting that tlie next
day was to bring disaster.

The fotlowing morning, after a brief
argument with lier eiders, Flapper
lcft the lodge. This was to be the
longcst trip alie had ever undertaken.
Tlie sun was just beginning te risc
over the tree tops and the early mern-
ing air suggested that the day would
be warm. Witl a word of farewell
to lier neigîbors as slie passed, Flap-
per swam smoothly to tlie upper end
of the stream, lier tait guiding lier
efforts througli the current whidh
formed îmmediatety below the dam.
Neyer had she seemed so sure o.f lier-
self. She lad neyer before looked
quite as liandsome and fit as alie did
this morning. Her head, b hld ercet,
she was again about to cnjoy Mie after
a beastly week of confinement in lier
stuffy home.

Shc made lier way leisurety through
tIc watcr to, the foot of the hllI,
pausing to view the curiosities osf
Nature, whicli in lier time liad flot
played a very important part. Crawl-
ing up the bankl of the streain, she
started lier pilgrimage over the IlilI.
Hlere indcced was a new cotintry.

About 200 rods to lier riglit could be
seen a smali lake, shimniering in the
early morning sun. The croaking, of
frogs and chirping, of crickets With
an occasiohal cali of a 10011, gave to
the scene an atmosphere of the prii-
tive wilderness. Tlie hiliside was
lieavily timbered and thick with un-~
derbrush. ilere and there eouid be
seen a muskrat moving hastily back,
and forth tlirough. the water. On the
fartlier aide of the lake a smoll cre'ek
entered, winding its way frin the
distant siopes. Flap 'per stood mOtiOfl-
less and viewed the scene. Close be-
side lier was a small spring whiçb
seemed to gurgie liappily out linto the
open. She stooped and. dral3k, gflawA'
ed cautioixsly at the bark of a p0Phla'
tree and then made lier way dowIl
the hll to the lake. A 5fl0wsh&
rabbit jumped quickly aside and 11<1
in the brueli. Behind lier caine the
sound of trampled brusli as she turned~
to meet, the attack of a wolf. -i lu'
second lier agile body was flat on th
ground witli lier tait switdhing furl-
ousty at the beast. She struck at lu'l
as lie missed lis alin afld l0st "i
balance. ln anotli k ae i thie
in the water mocking bacJ the
animal as lie stood kiiee deep~
lake challenging lier. Ris effots
successf ut, lie turiied and 810Qehd
away down the shore. set

The Flapper swain easily, e
the shore, watching for te
bers of bier kind. The Inusrt nd
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