
OF A NORTH{WEST PASSAGE.

the ships somewhere in its neighbourhood; and,
having laid down a buoy in twelve fathoms, off the
north point of the entrance, returned on board,
when l-.found all the boats ahead endeavouring to
tow the ships in-shore. This could be efected,
however, only by getting them across~the stream
of the inlet to the northern shore; and here, find.
ing some land-ice, the ships were secured' late ,at,
night, after seVeral hours of extreme labour to the
people in the boats.

On the morning of the 13th, the ice being still
close in with the land just to the northward of us,
I determined on examining the supposed river in
the boats, and, at the same time, to try. our luck
with the seines, as the place appeared a likely one
for salmon. Immediately on opening the inlet we
encountered a rapid current setting outward, and,
after rowing a mile and a half to the N.W.b.W.,
the breadth of the stream varying from one third
of a mile to four or five hundred yards, came to
some shoal water extending quite across. Land.
ing on the south shore and hauling the boats up
above high-water mark, we rambled up the banks
of the stream, which are low next the water, but
rise almost immediately to the height of about two
hundred feet. As we proceedéd we gradually
heard the noise of a fa]l of water; and being pres.
ently ,obliged to strike more inland, as the bank
became more precipitous, soon obtained a fresh
view of the stream running on a much higher level
than before, and dashing with great impetuosity
down two small cataracts. Just below this, how.
ever, where the river turns almost at a right angle,
we perceived a much greater spray, as well as a
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