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Sir Thomas Herbert.
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Draft Report proposed by the Chairman, rend 1, as follows:-
" YoUR Committee having Cxamined some of the most distinguished explorers of the Arctic

Regions, including those wbo were ordered to relieve or ascertain the fate of the lamented
Sir John Franklin, having also bad before them the evidence of others well acquainted with
the Polar Ses, and also the report and evidence of Captain M'Clure, cannot but consider
that a North-west Passage bas been discovered, the concise account of which is as
follows:

AsTRnAcr or THE EvmicE PRODUCED.
On the 30th July 1850, the 'Investigator' parted company with Her Majesty's ship Capt. Kenett's Ev.

'Herald,' Captain Kellett, off Cape Lisburne, and stood to the N. N. W. until the morning
of the 2d August, when the ice was first fallen in with in lat. 72o 1', long. 166n 12' w.
Captain M'Clure worked along its edge until midnight of the 5th, when Point Barrow was M'Clure' Ev., No.
rounded in open water; from this point his progress was beset with difficulties and anxieties 188 and foowing.
of no ordinary character, having to traverse an ice-encumbered sea bitherto: considered se capt.in Pafen's
impracticable for navigation. l this sea the c Investigator' continued her course along Evidence before Arete
the north coast of America, and on the 30th August reached Cape Bathurst, having inthe commeittee, 7 Nov.
interval threaded.her course amidst sand banks, and heavy masses of ice, a great po i . e5; aloCaptdn
of that time enveloped in thick fog, where the lead was the only guide. Question 1380.

Here finding that the ice pressed upon the. shore, barring any further advance, Captain
M'Clure anchored until the 1st of September, when the ice s tly movin enabled hum to
round the Cape, crossing Franklin Bay, and on the morning of e 6th high d was observ-
able to the N.E., and on the 7th Captain M'Clure landed on its soàthern extremity, taking
possessioi- in the name of Her Most Gracious Majesty, with the usual ceremonies, nmaming
it Barig's Land, after the First Lord of the Adrniralty. Proceeding-to the N. E., through
continuous fogs, until the norning of. ,the 9th, when, it clearing a littie, lh ]and was
remarked, to which he gave the"name of Prince Albert; and on the 10th two islands were
passed, which were called after Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal; the further
advance of the cInvestigatoi' was thenujnpededby ie setting in from Ithe N.E. which
beset her, an in which sIdf b6ut the Straits in great peril, attached to a smali pieceof ice, drawing eight fathom water, until the 30th September, when she was irmly frozen
in. Captam M'Clure, entertaining a strong impression that the waters n which the

409. b 2 Investigator'

M'Clure's Ev., 197
and fonowing.


