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THE character and -conduct of individuals in
high and responsible situations, will naturally
and necessarily be the subject of free and open
discussion. The conduct of a soldier is more
particularly exposed to this scrutiny. His suc-
cess or his failure is a matter of such powerful
interest to his country, that he generally re-
ceives even more than his full measure of appro-
bation or of blame. Notwithstanding all the
difficulties of forming a correct judgment on the
merits of military operations, there is perhaps
no subject upon which public opinion expresses
itself so quickly and so decidedly. Disappoint-
ed in the sanguine hopes which they had enter-
tained, and mortified by the consciousness of
defeat, the public too frequently imagine cause
for censure, and without a competent kno*-
ledge of the facts necessary to enable them to
form a sound, and satisfactory judgment, unhe-
sitatingly condemn those who have perhaps
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