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Cabinet the assurances which had already been given of the dete*nination
of Her Majesty'â Government to use every proper means of infiitence io-
cary into effect without delay the proposed Confederation.

On the second point, we entered into a full consideration of the

impoitant subject of the defence of Canada, not with any apprehension on
either side that the friendly relations now happily subsisting between this
country and the United States are likely to be disturbed, but impressed
with the conviction that the safety of the Empire from possible attack ought
to depend upon its own strength and the due applica ion of its own
resources. We reminded the Canadian Ministers that on the part of the
Imperial Government we had obtained a vote of money for improving the
fortifications of Quebec. We assured thein that so soon as the vote had,
been obtained the necessary instructions had been sent out for the imme-
diate execution of the works, which would be prosecuted with despatch ;
and we reminded them of the suggestion Her Majesty's Government had
made to them to proceed. with-the fortifications of Montreal.

The Canadian Ministers, in reply, expressed unreservedly the desire
of Canada to devote her whole resources, both in men and money, for'the
maintenance of her connection with the Mother Country ; and their full
belief in the readiness of the Canadian Parliament :o make known that
determination in the most authentic manner. They said they had
increased the expenditure for their Militfa from 300,000 to 1,000,000
dollars, and would agree to train that fcrce to the satisfaction of the Secre-
tary of State for War, provided the ost did not exceed the last-mentioned
sum annually, while the question of confederation is pending. They said
they were unwilling to separate the question of the works of Montreal from
the question of the works west of that place, and from the question of a
naval armament on Lake Ontario. That the execution of t[e whole of
these works would render it necessary for them to have recourse to a loan,
which éould only be raised with the guarantee of the Imperial Parliament.
They were ready to propose to their Legislature on their return a measure for
this purpose, provided that the guarantee of the Imperial Parliament-were
given now, and that they were authorized to communicate to the Parlia-
ment of Canada the assurance that, the occasion arising, England will
have prepared an adequate naval force for Lake Ontario. They thought
that if the guarantee were not obtained now it was probable that the
Canadian Government-and Parliament would think it desirable that the
question of defensive works should await the decision of the Go7ernment
and Legislature.of the United Provinces.

On the part of Her Majesty's Government we assented to the reason-
ableness of the proposal that ifthe Province undertook the primary liability
for the works of Defence mentioned in the letter of Lieutenant-Colonel
Jervois, and showed a sufficient security, Fier Majesty's. Government
should apply to Parliament for a Guarantee for the amount required ; and
we said that.Her Majesty's Government would furnish the armaments for
the works. But we said that the desire and decision of the Provincial
Legislature ought to be pronounced before any application was made to


