
THE DELINEATOR.

horses anid dii figures of isen spurring and lashing, swept down
tise road froi tlie westwari. 'l'ie ntext instant a single gun of
a tield battery, with its detasil of cavalry, had crasied through
the trail fetce aind was wheehing to unliniber in fite very door-
yard. Riiek lifted a1 loose plank in lite Il>or aud would have
catsde Mardeleine take retige isie ceilar.

Quick .I' lie cominanded: ' they're going to open on our
imten down yondIer fromn the top of the cliff." But site shook
her ieti. land gatherssg the treibling vhisi closer ii lier armis
erouchsed viti him at the wmildow.

in tlie door-yard order had sprusng out of chaos as if by inagie.
'lh'ie gun. uncupîisledl froi its limbier, was ruin out on lite tat
ro.k and its miszzle depressei. There was a flash and a roar;

ad a grimsy artillerymnss ran back out of the smioke for a fresi
charge. tick held his breatih. :lai the wisne of battle sang is i
lis vemss. vithout :mmun111tsition the gun woul be'hiarmless;
and the caisson. with tihe four steaming horses still in te traces.
stoobi is the door-vard, tingmiarded.

I le saw witih a solher y se whiat. one daring inan miglit du.
asn if lie iesitated nore tisai was ieet, it was for fear of fite
possiIl.c, c aonsequences to those lie would leave behind. Made-
leine set hii free witii a passionate entreaty.i'ie back door! site gsped; it's the ast chance- while
tiey're shtîotitig! Oh, llick. woni't you go?"

lie kissesi her twice. thrice. antd darted out as the shock of a
second explosion jarred tIse window-panes. She mieant to take
shelter imi the cellar wien ie was gone, but the fascination of
terror beli lier at the wimduw. Sie counted the seconds: the
blie-conîite.i ieni in the door-yard were busily serving the gun.
Strely itik hadl iadt tine to iake good his escape-

SShe looiked again ai could searcely believe ber eyes. Out of
the reek of sioke drifimg azily up the road came lte figure of
the Votinîg cavalry offiier. Ilis sabre was out, and lie was
chargng the mnenat the gus as if lie had a regiment behind 'aimn.
F"or the moment .sie thoughit lie was lsad; then sie sas lite
shrewd ietlins is it. Whatever befell, lite men in blue were
nlot to conneet hisn witha lite farmu-iouse or its ininates.

What did bef:tl iase is lite twinkling of an eye. At lie first
shouted liait! " the chargimg figure swerwed aside, dashed
through the gais is te fence and spring asmride the saddle
horse i the limuber teans. There was a rush to stop him. and a
spatteristg volley of pistol shots: but lie bent low on lite horse's
neck and set his sitirs deepi, witi a yeli to the teai and a quick
gatierinig up of the jerk-lime.

For a palpitant instant Madeleine titougitt be would escapse.
Tihe four great horses with the litmber were straiing to ise race,
aismi the rond was gaiied it lie first bound. Then site saw the
bliue-coated cavalry heploy -at surround hîm, and her heart
refused to do ils ollire. For is the thick of il itick had stiffened
himiiself is the sadile, and witha a sIudden twitch of the jerk-rein

ad sent the galloping horses over the cliff. This site saw
before nconsetouess, kindIv Nature's anolyne for tortured
souls, camte tu keep the sharp anmguist of it frosm siaying her.

Wisesn tlie shells frosi the Federal battery beyond the river
iadt fired the Calvert hosmestead, other eyes than those of thelovers hadl waitched the destruction of the fine olk mansion witit
regretfui absorption. At a loophole in a crevice cave a short
distance beyond lite sprig stood a man wrinkied and grizzlect
by vears of trouble, but with lise undimmed eye and erect bear-
mig of unie whose chastenings have been for conscience's sake.
It was .lolu Vance, lie refuzee.

l'-re Itick !" ie mustsed. " lie's a.payin' toler'ble higha for
turii' Isis lacnk on the old i.e." Ani then: " i don't know as
l'i ort to say tia. utiliser. 'T wouitin't make so kind o' differ-
cnee to lten feliers that's popiin' away ait il, if the big house
belonged to MedIdy-as it ort. n."

The black smkickt*-clouid hid the knoll. and great longues of
tlante sIlot up out of it like gigantk sIear-pçints. Tise sericli partissn samconsciously echied iRick's words-.

liit' gose, anti c irkIs rumiît; sanie as the rest of us. lie
set a ieap o' store by that <>lnd hosie, like lie art to-bein' a
Calveri. Dad burn tis han'sonie pictut', I wisht, lie warn't a
CaIvert! lismad .itedIdy arc goin' to match il off one o' these
day, spite o' mue. Site ian't lettin' on to me, but lawzee! i
know. S ies her matsny rigiht over ag'mii; ail soft andi gentle

nid easy-like, but gs's a-gom tn marry the mian shie loves 'r
bu'st hier hecart about it. ',

le tranie a tur in the na,-row crevice, coming back to theiotihole piresently to watch tie conflagration.
Thatis abouti what she'i do: ant the man's lick Calvert.

»Ad lii il. all, i believe i couîld drop the id quarrel if ie
hadn't done so much0 for site andu Metlddy anti ite tile iiuddy.

lut to hive iiti f-askit' e for ier. ani sme knowit' 'at he
eartted the rigit to: tiati tler's n% hat galls. If I couhsi «,iyiake out to even htit utp, soiehow. lleiio!-whaiit.all nsus5hs
tlat be I"

it was lie dis of the fieid-piece fani its detail. siakmitg itheearth witha the purr of spisniitg iwheels and the thiunder of is
beats in the race for position: , andt a little biter Vance heard ti1
belloiwing of lite gas nlear sut iand. Whereuponi ie celatiere
out of its covert to a perch in tie top) of a giant oatk and sa
not only tie swift serving of lite piece in his <nwn door-yard is-Ilick's brilliantt dash for glory ansi its tragie ending.

" Lord so' love!" he ejaculated ' if that tier' boy warn't'
Calvert, l'il give msy old heud to be lie daddy of imin-I wo11l
so. if lie air a rebel asd a-ligitin' ou the wrong side! Pliit 'vt
lie rock. hawses and ail. i-sittin' as straigit imn his saddle as illie was ridit' to his weddii'! ]itt, Lordy ! Lordy ihit'il Iresi
Meddy's hseart piafumi in two! 'Now what.ali air thesi blue-oa.s;5.ini' ? Goiti' down aifter him, I reckion. 'IT ain't nu nt,
boys; nobody ain't goisi' tou bnmy hit iut ie-ie and Medd.Tie refugee was claitibering down frost his perch is tresiu.
lons liaste, bît ie paised imidwav at the sight of half a doru
of fite cavalrytien issuisng frosi the head of lite spring path wit!
liik iti the midst; Rick. hatless, bloody and battered ba

alive and ai prisoter. Five minutes later tie detaciitetr
clattered past ii wititdrawasl, and ,lohn Vance iai a gliipse (4iick mîounted behind one of the horsesmsen. Ilis handsomse stsu
was miarred with blond and dust, but ie seemîei not to l
seriously woniided, fand there was a liglt in his eye wliki
protnised mtore trouble for his captors if tliey gave iimt s
chance.

Vance iai been minsided lo go hosme tu his children, but la
changed lis plan on the spur of lite moment.

I 1 was a-wishini' for mty chance. anid here il air," ie said.
"Thai tier' fool boy's a-goin' tu gel into more troublement;
aud the blue-coats air mny friends and inone o' his'n. l'il lieki
m11o.ey along after 'ei and see if I cayunt msîake out to even b:
nup 'twi'xt us, sonehow."

Now il chanced tiat on that umesmorable Septeiber day tii
ieadqî.arters of the right wing of the Federal advance were i.
the saddle. Wherefore the suai liait gone down behinud the CstOsu
berlands in a hazy glory of pirple aist golt before tie munis.
taineer found lie general in commtttand. IIis searcit liai Irt
hii in a wide circle over the plateau. and wlien ie was finalir
directed to le temnporary ieadtuarers, lie was made 1o ksnit
that ie would have saved tine bsy going htome at lite outsl
The general tutia his staff were at supper is lis own hoise
and thither lie bent his steps, uot wiliout auxiety for lite safetî
of his.daughtter alone and unprotectel in lite mtidst of an armis>.In hie mseantiame Rick iadt been carving out bis own destins
Wien lis capture hall ie formally reported lie was sent to liL
rear, iounted upon a leil horse ant guarded by a singIe cavair.
nas. Iefore the twain isai gone a tuile lRick's anxiety f&
Madeleine nservedi hii to do a desperate thing. At lthe lir.t
favorable turn in tlie road lie Iling hitself tjuon lise guiti,
clubbei tlie satn fron his saddle with the litit of his owi rar.
bine, ai lihv dintt of hard riding smlade good his escape.

Making a wide détour. lie uiauaged la ottllank the advancin:
army, approaching the farm-house on the bluff fron the east.
ward. IIe lad spared neitlier hismself nor lie horse, but lie Vài
too laite. Tise farn-iouse was fairlv in the smidst of the movin;a
reginents.

Ilick's hope died, but, the ueces.sitv was al lite more urgent.
Abandoniisg te sihorse. lie ture the stripes frot his trousers.
robbed a scarecrow in lie tield of an ohl hat and a lattere!
coat. aud su maade Itis way liroiugh the Fedieral linies toward isi
goal. Is tise very door-yard ie was capltured, questiomed.
recognized; ant, bein foutnd in disguise after havingr osesade Isis escape, was informned in terse speec-l tuat lie vould
toultless bc hanged as a spy wien tilie general in coimumandssts
slould have passed upon lis case.

The horror of it, was .3ladeleie's. Wleit she recovered con.
sciousness after faianting at lite sigit uf ltick riding to lis deait
over the precipice, the vanguard of lie nrsmy was tsrongitg ite
road andi tramspling lise fielsis absout lise htouse. It waus a friendih
army. but sie rentembered Ilick's warniig and cast ab.,
anxioszly for some place of concealment. The log farmis-hoie
was of hie kind knowin in the region as " two iens nud a a<-
sage," and iliere was a iolc-tltirel loft extending over lthe iu
routs and the wide psassageway. To this ssacc unier therafters the girl retreated wilh tlie terroriumbtii child: and it w»
frosm a crntinsy ii tIse shtingles tint she aw IRick's appronah tand
ctîlsure. nsd ieard is ildema sentençe iredlictedi.
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