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D AVWN is ushered in by a reveille of churdi bleswhich, with the excitement and thrill of an-
ticipation puts further sleep beyond thought.

What a flood of emotions rush upon one as throw-
ing open the casernent Îhe catches the dimn outlines
of a vision that hitherto bad been but a shadowy,
improbable iream. There in the distance, groupecl
ini sombre stillness against a background of amber,
tinged with anethyst, are the Albanian Mountains,
wîth here and there a hamlet or villa like peari set-
tings in the foreground. Across the housetops cornes
the heavy eartb sineli of the Catnpagna, freshened
somewhat by the faint odor of the flowers of early
spring, whle like a broken thrcad, the skeleton
arches of the Claudian Aqueduct point with bony
fingers to the departed greatness and vanished splen-
dor of the former Mistress of the World. The
birds with full abandon celebrate the advent of the
orfb of' day, and already the chili of Italian
shadoivs is being kissed into genial warmth by the
first rays of the morning suri.

To realize that one is actualiy gazing upon the
theatre of the mightiest events in the history of ouir
cvilization, the home of the Coesars and the
Popes, that here were laid the foundations of our
nmodern civil law and governuent, that f rom this
place were promulgated those spiritual forces that
have subdued the world as completely as ever did
Roman legions, may Well move the most phlegmatic.
But to ee anything of Rome in a week one bas
littie opportunîty for extended refleetions along this
line. Someone lias said you must either enter
Romte in the morning and leave at nigWi or stay
for a year.

Rome was founded by Romulus some seven cen-
turies before the Christian era, and for five cen-
turies after the birtb of Christ continued to sway
the destinies of the world. It hed within its area
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af one time one million of souls, whose prend boast
%vas "I am a Roman citizen"; after tlie ravages of
Hon, Gof h and Vandal the population dwindled to
less than f wenty thonsand; to-day it is a modem. city
of some four hundred thousand inhabitants. Wth-
in the past fifty or sixty years fthe work of excava-
tion bas proceeded witb flie result fliat many inter-
esting relics of ancient fimes have been given liack
te an asfonislied world. Unfortunately in the build-
ing cf the modern city mucli of tlic material lie-longing to ancient Rome was used, the celebrated
Celesseurn being for years a quarry fromn which
stene was taken even for public buildings. The
Romans theinselves bave thus donc more than fthe
hordes of savage barbarians that overran their city
and country te desfrey the many traces of former
magnificence, whlc even Christianity in its frenzy
againat idolatry despc*led flot only heaflien temples.
but public places of their priccless statuary and
art freasures.

Holy Week îs a busy timc in the tternal City,
for t is the period when pilgrimages from al parts
of euroec, and even America, make their way te
this Catliolic Mecca, and, as if is usually flie pleas-
anfcst time of flic year in Italy, large riumbers of
tourises are to lic feund court ing flic hue skies and
warm sunshinc as tbcy scurry here and there wifli
their red "Bacdekers." "h bene!" said ftxe old
concierge, as we started eut after anearly breakfast,
"times have changed since fthe Pope cressed the Tiber
and shut imlislf up dn flic Vatican. Those were
the days when Hloly Week mneant somefhing in
Rome. Madorna mtia, but there were processions
with flie Pope, Holy Cardinals, Patriarchs, Bishops.
Zouaves, Guards and plgriins frein ail counfries,
sucb as one neyer secs now, even inside St, Peter,,!>,,
It must lie reremiered that after thc revelutien of
1870-1871, led by Garalial«i Vict or Immanuel was
proclaimed King of United Ifaly, and Reome became
ifs capital. If liad bitherfo been under flic ghsouujte

control of the Popes, and on this account the Pontiff
wthdrew to the Vatican and bis successors have
since been voluntary prisoners, neyer going beyond
the Vatican gardens except to the Basiica of St.
Peter's on special occasions. Before 1871 it was a
common occurrence to see the Holy Father borne
on a palanquin or in bis state coachi about the streets
of Rome, whie the purple-clad cardinals witb their
red hats flitted about in their strange equipages or
on foot, according to their ideals of dÎgnity or humil-
ity. The Pape's guard of honor was then, as te-
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day, made up of Swiss Zouaves, who, with their conî-
ous uniforins, still lend a mcdiaeval charactertote 
pomp of churcli celebrations. The city itself was
gamrisoned at thaf period liy Frenchi froops, for Na-
poleon III. had undertaken tbe maintaining of flic
temporal power of the sovereigu Pontiff. When
Napoleen went down in the cohict wifli Ccrmany
wbîch culminated in Sedan and the siege of Paris,
the victorious Itaian army marched into Rome pmac-
tically unresi4ted.

To-day the fonction of the Church in Italy is
pumely ecclesiastical, with the unfortunate f acf also
that the sympathies of the maie population at lcast
have been vemy lamgely etranged liy its attitude on
flic question of temporal power. As a resuit womnen
form the bul.k of attendants upon cburcli services,
and the country, as fan as flic men are concerned,
is fast liecomiiing as inreligious as France. It is an
unusual tbing to find men of tIc mniddlc on upper

cassgiving any attention even te flic religions
care or training cf their children. 0f course inferest
in Romie naturally dfivides itself into two licads, the
past and present. T'o rmeif peopie flie past represents
the miost attractive side of this most fascinating of
ail ancient or moidemi cifies, for there is a compelling
infemest associated even witb the viciousness of a
greaf deal1 of Rome',, sfemy fliat commands our con-
siderationm One cannot vis;ift te Tiber which, as
the one unchanging and unchanigealile thing &bout
Roine, sbould lic the first to dlaimn the attention of
the visiter, without recalling flic "brave days of
old," wlien thle -bridge was so nobly manned agatinsft
Rome's enemies. One seces the oid Insu4a Tiberzia
jusf as if stood in the days of Julius Caesar, and,
the very -bridge upon which the Romans of that
day crossed and recrossed flie turgid yellow sfream
stands intact, ifs anch bliaring an inscription tbat
bas stood flic test of nearly fwenty-five centuries.
On the far side of the river is the round Temple of
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Vesta, with ifs twenty Cominthian columns still stand-
ing bencatix ifs modemn roof, whic farfixer up onflic saine side, we pass tlic Castie St Angelo, known
as Hadria's- Tomxb, a large inausoleuinboat liy
Empemor Hadrian and complcted býy Anfonius Pius,i3p A.D. Femmerly encased ininarble and surmount-
cd by many magnificent statues, if suffemed during
flic siege of flic Goths, wlien if was turned info a
fort ess. On fthe soufli side of the Tàber is the
Pantheon, flic best prescmvcd of allich ancicaf cdi-
fices ef Romne. This, like flhe se-called Temple efVesta, mwes ifs preservafion te flic fact fliat fer a

long period it was used as a Christian church. The
Pantheon is a circular building witb walls twenty-
two feet thick and a dome of concrete, the height
of whicb is exactly equal to the diameter. A circu-
lar aperture at the apex open to the sky, admits
the light, the temple originally taking its naine from
the resemiblance of the dome to the vault of heaven.
It is now used as a chapel and mausoleumt for the
remains of Italian kings and literati.

A fttîng close to the flrst day in Rome is apanoramie view of the city f rom the Pincian Hiliat sunsot. Prom this vantage point may lie obtained
flot only a magnificent outlook upon the modemn city,St. Peter's, the Vatican, the Tiber and the Campagna,
hut on a clear day the shîmmer of the distant Medi-
terranean may lie cauglit. As the sun sinks hehindthîe mighty dome of St. Peter's, outlining the pin-nacles and statuary with silver and gold, one canfancy lie bears the words, 'Thou art Peter, and uponthis Rock I will build My Clurch." As the disap-
pearing sun spills bis .iavelins of light athwart theazure of the pure Italian sky, flooding thehorizon with an aureole of crimson andlgold, we are reminded of the words of the prophecy,"Hie shah hbave dominion also f rom sea to sea, andf rom the river unto the end of tlie earth."

To finish with ancient Rome, or at least te com-plete our reflections upon its former state and magni-ficence, we turn on the second day to that whichmay lie considered the very heart of Rome's great-ness; the Forum. As one stands for the first timneupon the Capitoline and looks down upon tlie ruinsof temples, courts, rostra, triumphal arches andpalaces, and realizes that lie bas before lim thatwhidh once f orrned the very centre of the werld'sgreatest stage, bis emotions are more easily feit thandeseribed. T the left are the remaining pillars of
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the Tenwple of Satura, beyond thein fthe cruSbling
arch of Sep(imus Severus. Almost at our f cet is therostra of Coesar, the scene of impassioned
eloquence and scathing invective, of whidx the Rom-
ans werc masters. Just lielow us is the Julian Ba-silica, sheru of ifs piliars and statuary, and beyond
thîs thc remains of Vespasian's Temple and the
Home of fthe Vestals wit~h its atriumt and impluvium
still outljncd amid the mesaic pavement. Yonder is
the Arcli cf Titus, witb ifs inscriptions depicting
the Jewish captives and spoils of flic Temple underwih no Jcw will pass, and beyond stand the Arcliof Constantine, Meta Sudens, and flic Colosseum.
Days will bardly suffice for the examinatien of thesegliostly remînders of pomp and splendor, fromwhich the grave-clothes of centuries have beensnafdhed. On our riglit is the Palatine, the home ofthe Cosars just being brouglit to liglt. over whichfor centuries flic plowman has "«turned the stubigîche." Here wc have fIe buse or Palace ofAugustus, witb ifs Hall of Justice, in which Paulprobably faced Nero. Close by is the House ofLivia, wîere the mother of Tilierius lived and car-ricd on ber intrigues. It is amnongst the best pre-scrved of anelent domiciles. Close by fIe DomusAugustiana is the secret underground passage lie-tween tIe Palace and flic Forum in whicb flic madCaligula is said to have been assassinatcd. Everyfoot of ground tecins with reminiscent sugges-tÎvencss, and only flic limit of time prevents the ar-chacologist froin lingering indcfinitely. For nearly
five bundrcd years if was the scene of scheming
ambition and bleodshed sucb as the world neyerbefore and neyer since has witnessed. Little won-der that a scourge of fiarc was sent te utterly ever-tîrow and cast out a ýthorouglily degencrate raceand prepare the ground for the sced of Christianfrufli, that sliould save manldnd from falling te alevel far beIow fliat of th, hcast.

Continued on page 50

RIVER TIBER WITI{ ISLAND AND OLD BRIDGE.

Holy Week in the Eternal City
Scenes and Ceremonies in the City

of the Caesars and the Pcpes

By JAMES ACTON

1


