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SUBSCRIBERS IN ARREARS are respectfully
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CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER.

———

Ocr. 2nd—17th Sunday after Trinity.
«  9th—18 h Sunday after Trinity.
« 16th—19th Sunday after Trinity. [No
ticeof St. Luke). _
¢ 17th—INTERCKSsION for Sunday-schools,
18th—S7. Luke—Evangelist.
¢ 23:d—20Lh Sunday after Trinity. [ Notice
of St. Simon and St Juwie, A. &
Al - Athanasien Creed }
¢ 28th—Sr. SimoN and St Jupg, Ap Mar-
tyr's, (Athanasian Creed.)
« 30th—21st Sunday after Trinity- [Notice
of All Saints.]
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ARE WE EXCLUSIVE?

EXTRACT FROM A SERMON PREACHED BY THEREV.
MARCUS ALDEN TULMAN, .

The theory of the Sacred ministry, as held
and tsught by tbe Episcopal Church is sudly
misunderstood and misrepresented. Some
persons huve not given one moment's though!
to the question, **What Constitutes a Vald
Ministry 2’ ; while other persons, when they
find it impossible 1o refute our cl.ims by an ap-
peal to Holy Scriptare, Ancient Authors, o
Cburch Hictory, diemiss the subject with the
ever ready charge of “exclusiveness.”

The whole theory of the Sucred Ministry is

briefly expressed in the following Preface to
1the Oudinul, as found in the book of Common
Prayer:—

“It is evident nnto all men, diligently read-
ing Holy Scripuure und Ancient Authors, that
from the Apostlex’ time there have been these
Orders of Miginters in Christ's Church—Bish-
ops, Priests, and Deacons. Which Officer
were evermore had in such revercnd Estima.
tion, that no man might presume lo execate
any of them, except be were first culled, tried,
exumined and known to have such qualities as
are requisite for the same; and also by puolic
Prayer, with Imporition of Hunds, were ap-
proved and admitted thereunto by luwiul
Authority. And, therefore, to the intent that
these Qrders way be continued, and reverenily
unered and esteemed in this Church, no man shall
be accounted or taken to be a lnwful Bishop,
Priest, or Deacon, in this Church, or suffured
10 execute any of the said Functious, except
he be called, tried, exumined, and admitted
thereunto, nccording to the Form berealter
following, or hath bud Epircopal Consecration
or Ordivation,”

The words “Or hath had Episcopal Ordin-
ation,” mean that ordination can be rightly
performed ouly by a Bishop who has been coun-
geciated in the direct line of succession from
the Apostles, No man can bestow that which
he docs not possess. One who ordsins to the

Sacred Ministry must bave authority to do vo,
and this authority can come only from the great
Head of the Church. It was passed down
trom Christ to his Apostles, and from them to
their successors, to be again transmitted to their
successors in office until the end of time. Thix
“law of :uccession” is phiinly recoguized by St.
Paul in writiag to St. Timothy, 10 whom was
commitied the charge of the Church at Epb-
esus. He says, “Wherefore 1 put thee in re-
membrance that thou stir up the gift of God
which is in thee by the putting on of my hands;"

or, as in another place, “Wiih the Jaying on of

the hands of the Presbytery,” thus showing
that Ovrdination then, as aow, wWas performel
hy tho Apostles with the concurrence of the
Presbyters—now called “Bishops and Priests.”
3t. Paul then provides for the succession in
these words, ‘“The things which thou hawt
heard of mme amoog many witnesses, Lhe same
commit thou to fuithful men, who shall be uble
10 teach others aleo.” Here are four distinet
steps in the line of succession. That these
words were 8o understood in the early Church
18 ovident. from an allusion to them by St. Cle-
ment, who wrote at the close of the first, or
beginning of the second century. He suys:

“Our Apostles also knew, throogh our Lord
Jesus Christ, that there would be stiife on uc-
count of the office of the Episcopute. For thi-
reason, therefore, inasmuch 83 they bad ob
iwined & porfect fore knowledge of this, they
appointed those ministers already ment.oned,
and aflerwards gave iostructions thut when
these should fall asleop, other approved men
should succeed them in their ministry.”

The Apostolic offive was (o continue in the
Church, otherwize our Saviour's promise to the
Apostles, “Lo, I am with you always, even 1o
ihe end of the world,” could have no fulfiil-
ment.

This is ihe doctrine of the “Apostolic Suc
cesgion” as held universally in the Church un-
til within the last few centuries, and which i«
now held by fully Four-FiFrus of all Christian
people.

Let us look at the figures. The B'shop of
Ohio, at the Concecration of the Bishop of
Cuntrul Pennrylvanin, made this statement :

“There are three hundred and fifty millions of
nominal Christians on the earth.  OUf these,
two hundred and ninety six millions are Episco-
pulians—round numbers us taken from late
tubles of authority. [{ e.. Episcopal in govern-
ment, and in ordinanon ]

There are ninely millions tormed Protestant-
in Christendom. Of there more than forty
millions are Episcopalians, (some tubles sot the
oumber much higher.) Ot the remaining
tity millions, rixteen millions bave adopted the
Bpiscopulian principle and even adopted the
tormal neme, ulthough they do not preserve a
distinet Order of Bishops.” [i.e, they have
the name without the thing.] T'he Bishop con-
tinues: “This fuct of the coippurative pre
velence of Episcopucy at the present day, and
over the whole surfuce of Christendom, was
equally a fuct in every one of the eighteen
hundred years that bave preceded. Indeed, a~
the student of history goes back amoug the
centuries, concurrence in Episcopucy bus fewer
exceptions. Until about tive hundred yeuwrn
ngo, this form of government was absolutely
co-extensive with the Church.”

While we must admit that figures are not
always found on the side of truth and of right,
yot the above are certainly lurge enough to
~how thut the charge of “exclusiveness” cannot
be brought against those who hold to the doc-
trine of the “Apostolic Succession.”

Liet us look at some more fizures. According
1o statistics published last yeur, there are in
this country (the United States) :

Methodists .cveenicrreresresenaranssnnrannas 3.793.724
Buplistiureees corvercseeessseansrenseneeenns 2552.128
Precbyterians. coooeveveeniiaariiiinnnninens 1,002 944
Episcopalians.....eeeeees es vreerneereseas 348 990

Congregationalists.ccseererisriressanases 887,619

According to the above table our Charch
ranks among the smullest of the religious
bodies in the United Siates. There are two
reasons fur this: 1st. L[a our palished stutistics
we give only the actual communicants, whilst
the strength of many other religivus budies
is estimated according to the number of persons
converted, bapuized, &c. 2ad. Our adherence
to the pringip.es and practices of the Primit-
tive Church, and our conuection with the
Church of Eogland, caused our system to bs
hated and oppused by many whose cry wus:
“A Church without a Bishop and a Stute with-
out a King ;" supposing Episcopacy and Moa-
archy Lo gu togother; while torgettiag thut
Waushington, Lamilton, Ja7, Frankln, aand
muny other leadors of the Americun Revolution
were Episcopulisns. After this bhatred gave
place to toleration our Churca begun to grow
with great rapidity. The following table
thows the ratio of increuse during the later
yours, as compured with the ear.ier years of
tbe Republie :(—

In 1880 we had 11.978 communieants.
s 1830 ¢« 87 994 ¢
“€186GQ ¢ v 140 5388 “
CEHO1870 ¢ o« 220,000 ¢

13 1880 13 [{3 3*4}89 {3

“ 1835 ¢ ¢ 398,990 “

The above statistics are for thiscountry
alone, Lot us look beyond our own borders,
und exte d our figures to the who:e English
speaking people. This is thetrue way to esti-
muale tbe prevalence of vur “‘exclusive’” doc-
trines. Accordiog to a table publirhed in Lon-
don, on the first of January, 1886, the numer-
icul strongth of the leuding religions denomin-
ations among all Euglish-speaking peuple
th: oughout the world, is us follows :—
Congregationalists...... ceoererseen. v 5750000

Buptists (ull descriptions)..ees.oueeee 8.193 0u0
Prosbyterians (all descriptivos) ..... 10.65¢ 060

Romaun Catbolict.iieiriinreiineininas 14 ouvt 0u0
Methodists (nll descriplions)....eeese. 16 U Yuo
Lpiscopuliahs..ee e oriiinanierearaniacncns 21,300,000

By this tuble it appears that the Church has
by 1ur the strongest hold upon the mind and
beart of the English-speaking people, and
OUTNUMBERS, by muny mulliors, Lhe strongest of
inodern secle; While, taking the three great
bruuches of the Cutholic Church, (the Gieek,
the Riman aund the Anglican—to the lutter of
which we beiong), thuse who hold that valid
urdination can be periormed only by a Bishop
it the line of succession from the Apostles,
vnumber fully fourjifths of the whole Chris-
tiun world !

The charge of “exclusiveness” can not bs
brought uguiost those who have sach a prepon-
deravce of tigures on their side.

The exhibit of our numerical strength should
sorve Lo muke us Aumble, zealous and charitabte.

1t should make us humble, because ucecording
0 our sureoglh 80 is our accountabilivy. lad
the Chutch always been faithfal Lo her trust,
aud cume to the full measure of her respousi-
buity us the custodian of divine trath and as
s liveul descendant of the Church which the
Apostles planted, far less heathenism would
there be to-day, buth in foreign lundsand in
our own. ln view of the little that we can
show in return for ali that Gud has done for us,
us & Cburch we may well to-duy hide our head
tn shume.

This oxhibit shonld make us zealous; because
if we henceluorth prove laithful o oar trust,
we need not fear for the Church’s future, The
divine word is pledged, “The gates of hell
cbhull not provail agaivst it,” KEvideoces of the
Muster's Jn'uleutiug care assure us of His pre-
scuce. We may expect & continuance of His
presence 8o long as we continue His woik by
muking the world bappier and better by our
luburs., .

Fiually, this exhibit should also make us
charitable. We can ufford to be chuaritable.
Many good people do not think as we do, but
while we wish tnat they could share our bless-



