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time available to the community, and affording
fum the means of advancing his position in
society,

The object of the Government in the plan
now in operation at the Owen’s Sound scttle-
ment, being to %ive such a quantity of land, and
no more, as will best carry into effect the ob-
Jjects m view : it would seem that in giving 50
acres, under the restrictions imposed, that plan
has been adopted which gives the greatest
amount of benefit to the settler at the least ex-
penditure of the public land.

The employment upon the proposed road, in
connevion with wae free grants, will not only
enable the sett'<r to bear up against the hard-
ships and diffirulties of lis first settlement, but
will enable hus exertions to be beneficially em-
ployed for t1¢ 1mprovement of the other lands
of the Crown,

Copy uf a Despatch from Lord Sydenham lo
Lord John Russcll.

GoverNMENT Housg,
Montreal, Jan'y. 26, 1841.

My ‘Lorp,

I have the honour to transmit to your
Lord- hip herew:th, copies of the annual Report
of the Agent for Emigrants at Qucbec, and of
a Report from the agent at Toronto, on the
subject of the Emugration to these Provinces
during the year 1340. Appended to these re-
ports ar  communications from the sub-agents,
and other doruments, containg the most de-
tailed information which 1t has been possible to
collect in regard to the numbers and deseription
of the emigrants, their conduct, the capital
which they brought out, and the places in which
they have settled,

The general result of these reports I consi-
der as highly satisfactory. The cmigration
during the past scason, as I had anticipated, has
grcatTy excecded that of the last few yearss
the cinigrants appear to have been umiversally
well conducted, and several of them are possess-
ed of considerable property. The great bulk
have settled in these provinces, and there 1s
every reason to expect that they will do well,

T avail myself also of the present opportuni-
ty to put your Lordship in possession of the
views which I have been led to form upon the
question of cmigration to these Provinces.

Very erroneous ideas appear to prevail n
England on the subject. It secms to be sup-
posed that every individual in the station of a
day Jabourer, who can succeed in reaching the
shores of North Amenca, is at once amply
provided for, and that every porson, who with
a few hundred pounds comes 0.t and purchascs
land, whether they have any previous knowl-
edge of agriculture or not, becomes at once &
wealthy farmer.

EMIGRATION.

These extravagant ideas are of course disap-

smted, and great distress and nusery have fol-
owed. It appears to me, therefore, of the first
importance that all vizivnary eapectations of
this nature should be discouraged.

Smigration to America holds out none of
these brilliant prospects of rapid aflluence ; but
at the same tune 1t is secure, under proper
managenient, {rom the risk of equally rapid
fuilure. It is no lottery, with a few exorbitant
prizes, and a large majority of blanks, but  se-
cure and certain investment in which a prudent
and reasonable man may safely embark, It
may be aflirmed, without fear of contradiction,
that no industrious wcll behaved man ever fail-
ed on this continent to mahe an casy livehhood
by his labour—that no captalist who, with o
fair share of agricultural hnowledge, or with a
disposition to profit by the experience of others,
has chosen to invest his money in the purchase
of land, has ever Lad reasun tv complamn of the
insufficiency of his return.  Almost any labor-
er with good conduct and perseverance may in
afew years become a land-hulder.  Almost
any farmer possessed of moderate capital may,
by the same means, become eventually possess-
cd of valuable landed property, and be enabled
1o place his family in a state of independence.
But these results arc not to be snatched as the
prize of a fortunate speculation, they are to be
attamned as the reward of a course of perseve-
rance, industry, and steadiness.  This picture
may appear to seme discournging, to my mind
1t 1s quite the reverse. By showing that every
man’s fortune is in his own hands, that to good
conduct success 13 certain, and that scarcely
any thing 1s left to chance, it holds out, I think,
the strongest inducements to all the betier de-
scniption of emigrarts. 1 have no fear that its
general publication will have any other than a
gaod cffect.

I shall now proceed to notice the direct
means by which emigration should be encour-
aged, and in doing so 1 :L.1l take occasion to
advert to the reports made to your Lordship by
the Colonial Land and Emigration Commis-
sioners, of the general tenor of which I have
already had the satisfacticn of expressing my
approval.

In the Reports addressed to your Lordship
on the 21st April and 5th August last, the
Commissioners enter on the question of grant-
ing assistancc from the Imperial Treasury to-
wards the passages of cmigrants, and in the
latter report they throw out considerable
doubts as to the expediency of applying in that
way any sum that mnght be granted by Parlia-
ment for emigration.  In these doubts I more
than concur. 1 have no hesttation in pronounc-
ing sucha measure inexpedrent.  The sumthat
cow.d be obtained from Parliament must, under
any circumstances, be inconsiderable, and ade-
quate, therefore, to the transport of & very few;



