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ruth in Theological Controversy,

Canon Gore reminded his hearers that we
have been-passing through a period of theo
logical controversy: and. on this head, added
these notable words:  “Christians surely 1
their zeal for the truth should know  that

truth is moral as well as theological. Tt s
4 terrible thing in controversy for the truth
to show any degree of recklessness as  to
whether the particular imputation made s
strictlv not more than true in the particular
case in which it is made. It is an awful thirg,
in contempt of the strict truth. to pour a
vague atmosphere of suspicion and infamy

over a whole class of people.”

God Present Evervwhere.

In a passage of rare beauty of language,
after reminding his hearers of the special
presence of  God. where two or three are
gathered together, and in the commemoration
of the Passion of His Son. and the Com
munion of His Body and Blood. he added:
“These special presences of God. the inten-
cified presence of God for special purposcs
and under special circumstancez, all  thes
are but to lead us out into that universal
presence of God, Who is through and in all
things, the whole earth being full of His
glory. Godis everywhere. If youmount the
top of a hill and look quietly out on the scene
of beauty under the sunshine or by the set-
ting sun, what is it you see there as the
whole of nature lies before vou—that nature
which, while it works as a machine. 1s also
what is it that 1is

sleeping like a picture
there, as all things are so fused and glorified
into sweet nature that it seems hardlv ma-
terial at all, too glorious in its spiritualitv—
what is it?> Tt is literally true, nature is but
the thin veil through which the uncreate
beauty of the Eternal Spirit is speaking to
vour soul. God’s beauty is showing itself in
all the beauty of the world, God’s power 1S
working in all the power of the world. in all
the great forces of wind or water or electri-
citv. Tt is but parts of the one whole power
of God which is at work, ultimatelv filling
men’s minds, men’s characters. By <hat
cacred strange gift of free-will, men pervert
and distort God’s gift, but the power of
thought is but the echo and reflection of
God’s thought. and men’s will of God’s will,
and human character of God’s character.
God is everywhere: God is in all things.
True worship is nothing else than this—it is
seeing God in all things and all things in
God. All elements of beautv, all elements
of power, all traits of worthy character in
men about you, are but so many thin veils
through which the eternal love and beautv
and power and goodness of God are speaking
to your souls, “Holy, holv, holy is the Tord
of Hosts: the whole earth is full of His
glory.” Heaven is ITis throne, His high
and intensified presence is there, but earth
is His footstool, and Terusalem, for all the
strangeness of the conduct of its inhabitants,

is the city of the great King.

On Chorr-trammnng

[low 1s 1t that the vorwees ob soomany ol
the bovs and men i oour  Church o chowrs
<otnd so harsh and unusieadld One reasom
I~ patent tooovery practical musteran: they
have too littie, if anv, individual  traming
Usuallv at choimr practices the orgamst  oc¢
cupies the orcan stool instead of the con
Jductor's scat. and practices the full chowr to
cother, with a full  organ accompaniment,
paving no attention to individual voice fram
ing, or the teaching of the  separate vecal

parts. .\ choirmaster, who really: knows his
work, in teaching bovs to chant psalms o1
canticles, will not rest satistied t1ill cach hoy
can sing a verse alone, and unaccompanied,
[t 1s only by such individual tramming that
due variations of light and shade, good m
tonation, and clear enunciation of the words

can be attaimned.

Choir NTHI]H]»«J_\'.

Why should the orzanmist and choir have
the monopoly of the Church music? Their
proper sphere 1z to lead. not to silence, the
R‘.\‘IN'Hsi\'(‘ devotions of the \wyngn-:,x'i.m‘
We are rapidly gettine 11d of the select ¢ uar-
tette party, but we nave not vet mastered the
art of choral congregational singing. FEfh-
cient members of the congregation should be
invited and welcomed to attend  choir-prac-
tice. to learn the trick of pointing the psalter.
and of part singing in the chants and hvimns,
Obviously the church is not the best nlace
for this, where a school or anv other building
or room can be had. |

. THE REFORMATION SETTIL.LEMENT.

Whether there was in Fneland anv event
or series of events that might he described as
the Reformation Settlement. ic a matter of
dispute. and we need not care to discuss it
Certainlv there was a series of ecclesiastical
changes. hoth in the setting forth of Chris-
tian doctrine, and in the ordcring of Chris-
tian worship, which must have had. and
which were intended to have a certain sionifi-
cance: and although these changes did not
proceed in a certain-manner. straichtforward.
but advancing and recedine at different
times, vet.there was not onlv a tolerablv
consistent principle acting in them. but there
was a certain result attained, and finallv em-
br:diod in our Praver-book and Articles: and
this result may be fairly enough dcscribed as
the Reformation Settlement. At the present
moment. we are far from a universal agree-
ment as to the meaning of thic “settlement.”
and each partv is endeavouring to give its
own opninion of its meaning, so that we mav
hope that. hefore long, we shall come to ome
understanding as to the limits of doctrine
and ritual observance within which we are
required to move. We have now before s a
volume of considerable pretensions and value,
entitled the “Reformation Settlement.”* by
Dr Malcolm Maccoll, rector of one of the
I.ondon citv churches, and Canon of Ripon,
Canon Maccoll is well-known to F.ng'r!ish

*By Dr. Malcolm Maccoll, price 7s. 6d. London
and New York: Longmans; 18gqg.
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we Ill(‘(l!l to give some little attention to \r
.\Ifu.\‘nll S I).nuk. not with merely polemisa] or
\“I'ltl(‘;ll-(]('\l;".'ll\" but as furnishing occasion
hir a discussion of several subjects which are
of - present and permanent interest and im-
portance.  And we mean to do so, on the one
hand, as being willing to learn from Mr.
Maccoll. who.can teach us a good deal, and,
on the other, as being on our guard against
occastonal subtleties and sophistries, for he
C:n‘] be both subtle and S“PhiStical—quite
unintentionally, we are sure, for his whole
book 1s pervaded by an atmosphere of sin-
ceritv and frankness.  But, however valuable
qualities of this kind mayv be, they do not
infallibly protect their owner from error, and
thev are not unlikely to give him an amount
of authority with the unwarv to which he
has no real right. The author begins with
an able and lengthy letter to Sir William
Harcourt, reviewing some past relations be-
tween politics  and Church matters, which
need not here detain us. He makes a good
point when he speaks of the foolish fervor
under which the FEcclesiastical Titles Bill was
passed, and the “crisis” through which the
country is now passing. Practically the
Canon prophesies. which we have no nten-
tion of doing. “before the event.” One very
common argument he makes use of, bv no
means new, and not very convincing when
It is this—that
there was quite as great a stir and even mort
tumultuous rioting, forty or fifty years ago,

we come to think it out.

when preaching in the surnlice was first n-
troduced into London and Fxeter. Look!
savs Dr. Maccoll, and see how it was in
those davs and what people think of it now!
Then a surplice to the [rotestant mob Wwas
like ared ragto a bull; and now practica“y
everyone wears the surplice in preaching.
Quite true. And what is the suggested infer-
ence? That things which arz now ouiecte
to and protested acainst will he conm\(‘,n
practices by and by. Is this a sequitur? _VW
hardly think so. Because legal practices

which had fallen out of use are objecten 10
e therefre aliow any
atro.luced
into

as innovations, shall w
amount of illegal practices to be i
counting upon their finding their way
common use? Surely not. As Mr. Z\}ZCa?"
remarks, the Tractarian reformers continually
pleaded that the law allowed or ever ol
quired what they did. It is at least Cemﬁ‘t
that many things now donc are not forma™
sanctioned by the law. When the writer say®
or quotes others as saying, that the peopl®
are now in favour of beautiful services, a"
that many are resolved to have them, we e
lieve he is in the right. The Anglican, an-<
cven the Evangelical or Low Churcfimam, ';
not contented with the dull, dry, mO“Otouol::
services of fifty or sixty years ago The s

japtell

e

l)liccd cl
rendering
ofthe Eu
as gCIICf
Churchn
qssume
junovati
peen to I
of the Eut
dental T
which w
1o whic!
while 1
theories
his refl
that sol
take no
s et
Secret

we alsc
Maccoll
lolly a1
and we
by thos
too ke
be pa
readers

The
Who
1f you
disgrau
an obyj
ent C
themst
hall, v
makin
to Pr
not to
are be
posiny
monie
belon,
entes
a ver
come,
tain 1
they
they
But,
dulce
offer
dows
offer
that
simp
of t
our
care
Opei
of,

- oW

Th
firs
sec
br:
Ca




