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The financial report given by the secre- 
tary-treasurer showed the closing year 
to have been a very successful one.

system, it would be impossible for Par­
liament to do its duty were it called 
upon daily to answer questions in this 
regard.”

A Strong Competitor.
“There is still another question,

Mr. Meighen added. “We are in corn-
Continued on Page Seventeen, it

“sen ELECTED NEW OFFICERS.
Thorndale, March 22.—The Excelsior 

Bible Class met at the home of Mise 
>.., Mary Duffin. The officers for the en-

'0971 suing year were elected as follows:
ANT President, Miss Wilma Harding; vice- 
vied: president. Miss Tena Rumble; secretary-
“Jay. treasurer. Miss Mary Duffin; convener 

of the devotional committee, Miss Anna 
... Mossip; convener of the membership 
- committee. Miss Etta Webb; convener 
4.20 of the missionary committee. Miss Elsie 
splin Murphy; convener of the social com- sen’s V mittee, Miss Myrtle Bilyea; auditors, ecu Misses M. Hueston and V. M. Sinker.

a-------------------------------------------------------------

DISMISSED THE CASE.
WINDSOR, March 22.—An interesting 

decision was handed down in the police 
court today, when a local man was ar­
raigned on a charge of having liquor in 
his possession unlawfully. The man was 
carrying twelve sealed bottles of liquor 
In a grip when he met a policeman. 
The liquor, he claimed, was a gift, and 
was being transferred from one place 
of residence to another. -Magistrate 
Gundy dismissed the case.

I formation was that knowledge of the 
railway affairs would lead to political 
control. The opposite was the case and 
danger of political control lay in the 
present methods of the Government. 
The only safeguard was the fullest 
publicity. The refusal to give informa­
tion was being construed to mean that 
the railways constituted a gigantic 
political machine for the benefit of the 
Government and its friends. Parlia­
ment was entitled to any information 
regarding public property.

Had Made Change.
Right Hon. Arthur Meighen, prime 

minister, replying to the amendment, 
declared that when the Government took 
over the administration of a system of 
such gigantic importance as the Cana­
dian National system it was found 
necessary to depart from the former 
system of political control under which 
the Intercolonial Railway had been ad­
ministered. This was the idea of cor­
porate management decided upon in 
order to give the system the attention 
it merited rather than place it under 
a ministry as any other department of 
the crown services.

"Under corporate management of the 
road," the premier argued, "the Gov­
ernment is responsible for the success 
of the road, but there is no accounta­
bility for the day to day operation. 
Again, owing to the magnitude of the 

“Eczema 7 Years 
—No Hope Left- 
Today I Am Well” 
—writes Brent A. Smith. 280 Euston St., Char- 
lottetown, P. E. I. He had it on his face and 
hands and after all the doctors failed, could 
hardly believe that anything would help him. 
It took only two applications of D. D. D. to 
start the work, and after three bottles he is 
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III‘III Liberal Leader Demands That Public Be Given the Facts 

Regarding Startling Sho rtages—People Must Pay and 
Have a Right To Know How Matters Stand, He Says 
—Time For a New Government Has Arrived.

$■

■ a ■
[Special to The Advertiser.]

Ottawa, March 22.—"Pay and ask no 
questions"—that is the advice offered 
to the public by the government regard- 
ing the operations of the Canadian 
National Railways, which this year 
show the startling defilcit of $70,000,000, 
and in connection with the carrying on 
of which the formidable sum of $168,- 
000,000 must be raised from the tax­
payers during the coming year.

The advice above quoted was in ef­
fect the substance of the reply of Pre­
mier Meighen to an amendment offered 
by Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, Liberal 
leader, to a motion to go into supply. 
Mr. King moved that information re­
garding the management of the Cana­
dian National Railways should be made 
available on request to the representa­
tives of the people, ust the same as in 
the case of any other spending depart­
ment of the government.

People Must Pay,
The public, said Mr. King, must pay 

the deficits on the system; therefore 
the public was entitled to know whether 
the system was being properly managed, 
where the money was going, and why 
the deficits existed.

Mr. King was backed up in his con­
tention by on. A. K. MacLean from the 
Independent benches.

"Parliament and the public," declared 
Mr. MacLean, "require the information. 
The principle enunciated in the amend­
ment is one which parliament may 
affirm or deny, but I do not see how 
anyone can deny it. It is a principle 
which should be affirmed. I therefore 
intend to vote for its affirmation."

The vote on the King amendment was: 
Against 117, for 79: maerity against, 38.

The division split both the National 
Progressives and the occupants of "No- 
Man’s Land."

How They Voted.
Hon. Mr. Crerar, leader of the Pro­

gressives, voted with the Government. 
With Mr. Crerar went six of his fol­
lowers—MacNutt (Saltcoats), Clark 
(Red Deer), Maharg (Maple Creek), 
Reid (MacKenzie), Wright (Battleford). 
Knox (Prince Albert).

Six other of the National Progres­
sives voted for the amendment. These 
were: Thomson (Qu’Appelle), Kennedy 
(Glengarry), Gould (Assiniboia), Hal­
bert (North Ontario). McDonald (Tem- 
iskaming), and McDermand (East 
Elgin).

From "No-Man's Land" Hon. A. K. 
MacLean - voted with the Opposition. 
Messrs. Andrews (Winnipeg Centre), 
Gauthier (Ste. Hyacinthe-Rouville), and 
Davis (Neepawa) voted with the Gov­
ernment.

Liberal members voted solidly for the 
amendment. Government members sol­
idly against It.

Declined Support.
Strangely enough, the leader of the 

Progressive party and his first lieu­
tenant declined to support the amend­
ment, the Liberal Opposition being left 
practically alone in upholding a prin­
ciple which means simply that those 
who pay should have a say.

Hon. T. A. Crerar, six of whose party 
were paired on the vote on the ad­
dress several weeks ago, hinted vague­
ly at "partisan motives," and declared 
that no business cared to divulge the 
details of that business, and hinted at 
the creation of a parliamentary com- 

1 mittee. This committee, he said, could 
get required information, though the 
prime minister himself had just said 
five minutes before that it was not the 
intention of the Government to insist 
upon information being given.

A Peculiar Spectacle.
Dr. Clark of Red Deer was profuse 

In his compliments to the prime 
minister, and therefore before he had 
finished the impression had been 
created that the Government benches 
overflowed to his end of the chamber. 
It was indeed a somewhat peculiar spec, 
tacle.

In speaking to his amendment Mr. 
King referred to former refusals on 
the part of the Government to give In­
formation regarding the railways which 
the people were suposed to own. The 
excuse for refusal had been that the 
railways were under a board of direc­
tors and that the Government did not 
want to interfere.

"Then," said Mr. King, "we have 
Government ownership of railways 
without Government control or respon­
sibility. When we, the representatives 
of the people who pay the debts of the 
system, ask for information we can­
not get it."

Time For a Change.
The minister of railways has prac­

tically admitted inability to handle the 
railroad question, said Mr. King. "The 
minister and his colleagues admit that 
they are at a loss to deal with the situ­
ation. If that time has arrived, then it 
is time for the Government to make 
way for another government. The mem­
bers on this side will be glad to make 
suggestions, as asked for by the min­
ister of railways, but we cannot make 
such suggestion without information. 
With the exception of the war, the most 
formidable problem which has ever con­
fronted the Canadian people is that of 
our railways. The only method by 
which the problem can be solved is by 
granting to the people's representatives 
here the fullest information. This House 
has a right to the same information 
regarding railways as it has to get in­
formation regarding any branch of the 
public service. Lack of information 
and secrecy is. placing a premium upon 
inefficiency. Incapacity, and perhaps, 
absolute dishonesty.

Government Ie Unfair.
"The attitude of the Government," 

continued Mr. King, "is unfair in many 
ways. It is unfair to labor, for right 
now there is a propaganda to the effect 
that the high wages of labor are re­
sponsible for the deficit. It is unfair to 
that large section of the people who ad­
vocate public ownership, and see it be­
ing made a failure. This, however, is 
not the time to argue the respective 
merits of private or public ownership, 
but it is most essential that we get 
all the information we can about the 
railways."

Tables Correspondence.
At the opening of the House today 

Hon. Arthur Meighen tabled the cor­
respondence between the Government 
and the prime minister of Ontario in 
regard to the Lake of the Woods con­
trol bill.

A bill to amend the Canada shipping 
act so as to enable the Government to

treal paper had published a news item 
to the effect that a commercial treaty 
between Canada and France had been 
signed by the minister of trade and 
commerce on January 27 last, the same 
to become effective within a few days 
from today. Mr. Archambault said 
that he had a request on the order 
paper that this treaty be laid upon the 
table of the House. He wished to 
know if the dispatch was true, and why 
the Government had been keeping the 
terms of this treaty secret for so long.

Not Kept Secret.
Sir George Foster said that the Gov­

ernment had not been keeping the con­
tents of any treaty between France and 
Canada secret. He admitted that a 
trade agreement had been consummated 
between France and Canada and signed 
by him and by the then minister of 
commerce in France in the month of 
January. Subsequent to this there had 
been a change of government in France, 
and it was necessary to have the agree­
ment ratified by the new administration. 
This had been done only in the past 
week. The reason why a copy of the 
agreement could not be laid before the 
House was that the Government was 
not in possession of an exact copy. Two 
copies had been sent to the British em­
bassy to be signed by the French min­
ister of commerce. Sir George stated 
that he had a copy of the agreement 
which he thought was correct in all 
but minor details. He proposed to sub- 
mit it to the House shortly.

Effective Shortly.
Mr. Archambault asked whether it 

was correct that the treaty would be­
come effective within a few days.

Sir George replied that he had been 
advised to this effect by the Canadian 
commissioner in Paris.

Hon. W. S. Fielding: "Can it become 
effective In Canada without ratification 
by this Parliament?"

Sir George Foster replied that it 
could.
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Col. John Currie (North Simcoe) 

asked when the Government had ac­
quired the right to make treaties with 
foreign countries without consulting 
Parliament. Governments had been de­
feated as a result of doing this kind ot 
thing.

To Joseph Archambault the prime 
minister stated that he expected to 
have a statement regarding the civil 
service bonus ready for the House to- 
morrow.

Lack of Facilities.
F. J. Pelletier (Matane), on a motion 

to go into supply, drew the Govern­
ment's attention to the luck of proper 
railway facilities at Amqui, Que., 
where, he declared, residents were in­
convenienced because of the fact that 
no station agent was kept on duty at 
the time, when three trains passed 
through the station.

The prime minister said he would 
take the matter up.

On a motion to go into supply Hon. D 
XV. L. Mackenzie King, leader of the ■ 
Opposition, then moved in amendment.■ 

"Subject to the reservation that in I 
exceptional cases there may be docu-• 
ments of a confidential character which I is 
in the public Interest may properly be L 
withheld from publication, the House 
declares that it is the undoubted right 
of Parliament to demand and receive 
copies of all reports, accounts, corre­
spondence and papers in relation to the 
management of every department of the 
public service, including the affairs of 
the Canadian National Railways, whe- 
ther operating directly under the con- 
trol of a department or under corpor­
ate form."

Cannot Get Facts.
Tn support of his amendment Hon. 

Mr. King said it seemed impossible to 
secure any information regarding the! 
operation of the National Railways if 
by any chance the correspondence had 
been held with the board of directors. 
It was Government ownership without 
Government responsibility, and amount­
ed to a refusal to give the people's 
representatives in Parliament the full­
est information.

Mr. King referred to the railway de­
ficit of $70.000,000, and said that the 
Government had virtually admitted it 
did not know what to do. Any govern­
ment that could not deal with a situa­
tion should resign. The hope had been 
expressed that members would offer 
suggestions as to a solution, but it was 
impossible to offer an intelligent sug­
gestion without information on which 
to base it

Critical Situation.
Excepting during the war, Canada 

had never been faced with such a seri­
ous situation and one of the solutions 
was in giving the fullest information 
to members of Parliament. The atti­
tude of the Government was placing a 
premium on inefficiency, incapability, 
and absolute dishonesty on the rail­
ways. This attitude was unfair and 
prejudicial to the interests of the tax­
payers. It was unfair to labor. Since 
the announcement of the deficit there 
appeared to be an organized propaganda 
that labor was in a large part respon­
sible. Information must be brought 
down so that the people would know 
whether or not there were any other 
causes. The only argument advanced 
by the Government against giving In-
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BIncrease penalties for the pollution of 
harbor waters by the discharge of 
waste oil was given first reading.

The prime minister's motion for 
andScientific methods
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WORM 
owdeHon. W. S. Fielding said that he had 

already on the order paper a motion 
in regard to this matter. He was 
sorry that the prime minister had de­
cided to abandon the Wednesday even­
ing recess. He felt that it made for 
efficiency in the conduct of the busi­
ness if members knew that they were 
certain to be free on Wednesday night. 
If they had no evening through the 
week those who desired to do so would 
probably take one. The whole matter 
would come up later for discussion on 
his motion.

Joseph Archambault (Chambly-Ver- 
cheres) drew the attention of the 
Government to the fact that a Mon-
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