A Tenderfoot’s Wooing

By CLIVE PHILLIPPS WOLLEY
(Author of “Gold, Geld In Cariboo,” Etc.)

CHAPTER XL—(Cont'd).

“In the bar of the Ideal. Or,
stay! You won't get the doctor there
to-day neither. He's away up to Snow
Gulch.”

Snow Gulch was fifteen miles out-
side Soda Creek, and Jim fretted at
this new delay.

“That is he doing up there?”

juess he’s gone as .one of a re-
ception committee to old man Hayes'
ple The old man’s got a raise.”

“I thought he always was mine man-
ager. Is he owner now? Got the
mine for his wages?”

“No, thaught that wouldn't make
him a bloated millionaire, by all ae-
counts. The old man raised himself
sort of informal, with a stick of
giant.”

“Blown himself up?
hure ?”

“Don’t complain any, and T don’t
know as fie ought to. He's only blow-
ed the roof off his head, and that was
never od to him, even for car-
r}'in:r his liquor.’

“Do you mean ty say he's Qc*ml?"
“Dead as mutlnﬁ\

“Then why as the doctor gone out?”

“Give that chunk of ice a boost
with the pole will you? That's bully,”
.a8 the great cake slid down the side
of th~ baat with a dull rasping sound.
“Well, I don’t know, I'm sure, why the
doc’s gone, cept that Sody is slower
Jast row than a It's nothing
here now but bug juice all day, and
more bug juice all night, with inter-
ludes for crib. Not as' a man really
tires of bug juice, but it's monot
as the fixes it.”

“How does the doctor fix it?” asked
Jim, humoring him

“Wall, the
lay hohur sharks
back east ea they've
arranged to m.nh- '\ha‘ the doc calls
& concession to the conveniences. They
does it this wav—doc he takes morn-
ing watch and the hottle, deakin, he
takes the patients. Then doc and the
deakin take dog watch together, both
drunk for a spell. Then doc comes
in for night watch, and in general
manages up before any of
the boy: get around. Drunk or sob-
er, he's be‘ter nor the lay hvlpor
I; v r iriend ] ¥
a lick in the ‘Uh”

“Cheerful for an invalid,”
ed Jim, ¢ » ferry touched the
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As the horses were tied in front of
the Idezl, Jim followed the ferryman’s
advice, and made his that
high-sounding hostelry, a  wooden
building apparently of two stories,
thovgh its appearance was as decep-
tive as its name. Closer tion
revealed the fact that its top
a “bluff,” being only board exten-
sion of the front with nothing but the

¢ free air behind it.
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A drowsy bar tender leaned on his
elbow across the bar, watching the
game listlessly, spitting and encour-
aging the players by turns, and in
front of the stove a middle-aged man
of immense brawn,

Jim, who knew the man’s
wondered what he saw in the fire. A
few years ago the loafer had been  a
steady and prosperous ranchér in a
small way, but his wife had died in
child birth, and since then the Ideal
had been his home.

Unless he lived only in his work the
Ideal would have to be Jim Combe’s
home in the future. For lone men
with nothing te look forward to there
are only two alternatives in the West,
work or drink, and Jim knew it. With
a shudder he pulled himself together
and turned to the bartender, who had

begun mechanically to polish up cer- |

tain solid little tumblers at thé advent
of a newcomer, whilst the whist play-
ers moved restlessly in their chairs,
ready to “line up” to the bar at the
first sound of those magic words,
“What shall it be, gentlemen?” Bub
Jim did "t utter !,)mrn and the hope
died out in their face. Instead, he
asked civilly where the doctor was.

“Gone to a buryin’,” the bar man re-
plied. “It’s all deadheads to-day,” he
added with a sneer, which invited the
approval of ' the disappointed whist
p]a)c-rq

“Will he be back soon?”

“It all depends, Mister, on how ()w
corpse travels. Corpses ain’t gay on
the hoof, as you may have heard, and
its all of fifteen miles to Snow Gulch.
Don't see why they couldn’t have left
the old man where he was. One place
is as gbod as another to be planted in
to my mind.”

“There you're plum off the track,

onny,” broke in one of the players
reprovingly. “There’s no call for- a
man to demean himself if he does live
in Sody Crik. Old man Hayes was a
decent citizen, fix-it which way you
will; took his glass reg'lar, an’ paid
for it when he had any dust, and if
he owes you a blanked cent, say so,

nd I'll foot the bill;¥ and.the speak-

¢r, who looked anything but opulent,
eyed the bar tender fiercely, and pull-
ed out a greasy deer-skin sack.

“No, Jake, the old man didn't -owe
me nothin’. I didn’t say as he did.”

“An’ you hadn't better, vou slab-
sided cross between a galloot and a
buck nigger. 1 say as old man Hayes
has a right to all the frills he has a
mind to when it comes to buryin’, and
I'd like to hear from the gent as
thinks co..trary.”

To patch up the breach, Jim stood
drinks. It is the only \nx].z) you can
show to your neighbor in some places,
and then for want of anything else to
lo, rather than in the hope of hurrying
proc Jim
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borrowed
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CHAPTER XIL

On a steep bluff, through the heavy
brush of which trail had
been roughly cut, Jim found a party
of about a dozen men, half of whom
wore They were almosp
the only black coats in Caribou, and
had been c¢ollected with infinite trou-
ble to give to the preocedings
There was also one top tat. That be-
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doctor wrestled with the impediment,
and the horse stood still whilst he did
80.

At the next step a small bough
caught the handkerchief and lifted it
off the face. It was recovered and re-
placed without a word, As soon as
this had been done the fhorse stumbled
over an unseen log, “\and its pack
moved up a foot neareB® to its neck.
The doctor’s companion caught the
beast by the head and jerked at . its
bit, as a hint to it to take more care,
and at the same moment another ram-
pike caught in the blanket. This time
the horse could not stand still, nei-
ther would the rampike loose its hold.
For nearly thirty seconds the two at
the horse’s head did their best to undo
the tangle, then the horse plunged
forward, the blanket tore,
lashings gave, and old man Hayes
rolled out with a thump, brandishing
one stiffened limb in ghastly fashion
as he fell.

The doctor’s
fluency made
silence.

“This positive
It's irreverent to the dead,”
the doctor say.

“It's blanked poor packing,
what it ' retorted one of

“d. don’t know enough to tie a gran-
ny knot let alone the diamond hitch.”

“You tie it better yourself, you web-
footed blue nose.”

and his
former

mate swore,
up for his

boys.
heard

scandal,
Jim

is a

that's
them.

18,

“That’s dead easy, and I'll tie your
blamed neck in a knot when I'm
through with it,” said the other an-
grily, taking off his coat to work and
swear more 3ut he did not
“dead eas)

“Cinch the beggar gooc
suggested one “Cory Res ain't got
no feelin's,” putting his foot
against the horse threw his weight
into the rope.

“Hold -on, Mo;
up.”

« x~|l\
find it
and vight,”

and
he
vou'll break him all
t  much. He's stiff
There, git up now,” and he
horse a slap on its quarter.

Frightened by its mishap, or
of the dead nature
burden than its masters thought,
bolted, galloped through
range of timber, and on to the
hillside, where Jim was standing, and
there with two or three vic
sent the body of Mr. Hayes
down the slope.

This denouement evoked a volley of
imprecations from the mutes, but even
that had no apparent effect upon the
gravity of the late Mr. Hayes

Never in his life had he proceeded
with more deliberate dignity than he
did then in his death. The pitch, of
the hillside was only just steep enough
to induce a bale of goods to roll,
that the swathed body
in slow time, with grave
the limbs of it, which
loose, swung in solemn
the body rolled over.
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elude its would-be captors.

It was as if the dead man was play-

v grim game with his old crogigs

At last it reached the road, \\'lih

wound round the base of the hilly

“Well, I'm blanked, if that don’
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But the stillness 6f the body brought
back some of the old feeling of awe.

“Hush!" said one. “What are you
giving us? That ain’t no way totalk
before corpses.”

“Corpse or no corpse,” said a bold-
’ a between
and this burying is a mighty
entertainment. Doc! Let’s have

er spirit, “it's long time

drinks,

|a look at that bottle.”

{ which

l

The doctor produced the medicine,
was Scott Mac-
kay's Special, and in turn each of the
d to their old companion.

uess he'll travel more
now’, Al, wiping his mouth with
his coat slee “But we'll have to
pack him our: Got to take off
our frills for that business,” and with
a sigh of rélief every man took ~off
his coat, and tied it in a pack on his

back.
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The Farm

Pruning the Orchard.
Hortjculture is a very in

sting |

study taken as a whole, and there is|
no other branch more interesting than '

Pomology or the study of the orchard.

To. be a successful orchardist, one
must be a close observer and under-
stand nature’s ways. It is a profes-
sion which requires much thought and
study of the best methods, whereby to
carry out one's ideas to attain the hop-

I

ed-for improvement which you had in

view.
branches in the orchard is the prun-
ing, because “pruning makes or mars,”
and you may have a thing of beauty
or an unsightly scarecrow. There-

One of the most important:

fore beware of so-called experts, un-|

less you have a knowledge
pruning yourself.

The months of March and Aprl are
considered by orchardists in general
as the best time in wh'ch to prune ap-
ple trees, although some claim that
one may prune an apple tree at any
time during the year without any evil
effects. It is to be noted, however,
that not many have the courage to try
it very extensively. When ' pruning
is done in the Spring the wounds heal
quickly; and this is very desirable,
particularly in large wounds. When
it is done in the Fall or early Winter
the cambum layer is likely to die and
the wood dry out and split, but when
done in Spring the healing process is
about to begin and the wound heals
over quickly.

The Training of the Tree.

Should commence with the planting,
and in pruning for the first few years

one should a'm for a study, sym-
metrical tree; an ideal treé should be
rather low set, the limbs should be
strong and spread at a broad angle
from the triink so as to obtain a broad
open top, thus letting plenty of air
and sunshine into" the tree. This
makes for well-flavored, high-colored
fruit. In pruning make all cuts as
clean as possible. Keep your saws
sharp, as when, you leave a ragged
edge the wound will take longer to
heal and besides will leave a nasty
scar. New ideas have been advanced
during the -ate ycars, regarding
pruning. To-day we want the low-
headed tree as against' the great
forty footer our fathers grew, and we
find the low-headed tree more profit-
able. They are easier to spray and
prune, also easier to pick, not having
to use a forty-foot ladder./ " There-
fore in reclaiming an old orchard,
many now doing, one must
careful in prun'ng and cutting back;
always cut back to a lateral; cutting
hiack the head has a tendency to force
sprouts or the lower branches.
There are many trees forty feet high;
such trees can be made much more
profitable by lowering them to, say 2:
feet, lower if possible. Do not,
however, this -all in one pruning;
about five or six feet in one season
would be forcing a tree very fast.
In pruning it takes more time to con-
sider what is best to do than to do
the work. Time and patience has a
reward, however, and this is never
more true than ‘n the case of reclaim-
ing arlgld orchard. The pruner
should mage up his mind when on the
ground alput where he intends to cut
back to. = There are, however, excep-
to this rule, sometimes &
will not be as it looked when he
un where he can see closely, and
he may find it necessary to cut either
higher lower because of the lateral
branches not being exactly where he
thought them to be. First, cut back
the centre, then the outer branches,
to laterals correspond'ng in height,
or as near as possible, to the centre.
The centre of the tree should be, if
possible, a little high, gradually slop-
ing to the outer branches. ~In every
case be sure you cut back to a lateral.
The following lower the
branches to the
on-every season
desired height.

A Good Rule in Pruning.

In an orchard where the trees hay
been planted and the
branches are intertwining, they should
be cut back all around, leaving at
least three feet of a space free from
branches.

That much space,
sary” for sun_and air

pa for a spr
a derrick Cutting
branches of large trees a tendene,
to make the branches stiffer, o th
there ‘s danger of fruit being
knocked by swaying branches.
The that come lower
branches top pruning should be
left on where necessary to fill in va-
cant Cut these back to
length of about-six incHes, leaving the
last bud poigting in the direction the
branch desired to grow. It
somethimes ssary to tie a sprout
and force it to grow where it is need-
ed, “ These sprouts, if cared for, will
grow and bear fruit in three years. ‘A
good rule in prunine ‘s never to leave
2 branch or twig that ean rub
touch another branch when loaded with
fruif.
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In pruning, be very careful not to
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bruise, or break the bark w'th rough
boots or ladder. Broken bark is a
most likely place for black rot canker
to start its deadly work.

Preparation for Farrowing Time.

Farmers who intelligently feed and
care for their pregnant sows, so as not
to overload them with fat, but instead
give them feeds for the development
of bone and muscle, are on the right
Yoad towgfd the production of strong,
healthy Rtters. Their preparedness
program, ]hnwever does not end here.

Two weeks before farrowing the
sow ghtuld be put into a farrowing
pen#o that she will become acquaint-
«d and contented in her new quarters.
The farrowing pen should be dry and
free from draughts. = Provide the pen
with a guard ra‘l made of 2 bygd-inch
planks set 8 inches from the wall and
8 ‘nches from the floor to prevent the
sow from crushing the pigs against
the walle. Use only a small quantity
of bedding; leaves-or straw are pre-
ferable.
of fresh water.

It pays to keep the sow quiet. As-

sistance at the time of farrowing
should be at hand if needed, but the
sow need not be helped if she is get-
ting along well. In cold weather, put
the newly born pigs in a well WArm-
ed basket, and after farrowing is over
the pigs should be placed with the
sow, care being taken that each one
gets to a teat. When the afterbirth
is passed, it'should be removed from
the pen 4t once and burned or buried.

After farrowing, the sow should
have nothing but water and a little
thin slop for the first day. The feed-
ing for the first three or four days
should- be light, and the time con-
sumed in getting the sow'on full feed
should be from a week to ten days
repending on the cond’tion of the sow
and the size and thrift of the litter
It takes plenty of sow’s milk to make
healthy, growing pigs. If the pigs
bégin to scour, feed the sow less and
give her plenty of strong lime water.

It is very necessary that the l'ttle
pigs have plenty of exercise and all
the sunlight ‘that can be given them
Do not allow the pigs to run out dur-
ing a cold rain. If possible, provide
green feed or doots. These keep the
sow healthy and cheapen the ration

'available,

See that the sow has plenty

e ,

ncourage the pigs to eat gra'n after|

they are three or four weeks
At this age, feed for bone
and muscle. Give them all the skim'
milk you can. If skim milk is not
give them some meal and
plenty .of pasture. In about eight or
ten weeks the p‘gs will have practical-
ly weaned themselves. After they
have been syccessfully weaned
most perplgxing job is over.

By putting into practice the es-
sential points above mentioned, the
number of pigs raised to weaning
should be increased. Hogs never fail
to respond to good care. Kind treat-
mént always means contentment -with
its corresponding 'profits.—Canadian
Farm.
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AS COAL CARRIERS.

Even the Rich in London Sometimes

Forced to Use Them.

GO-CARTS

Perambulator-_coal parades are one
of the sights of Westminster, Lon-
don, just now. Elegant flats and
mean streets jostle one another in
this “neighborhood, and the problem
of the household coal supply has to
be met alike by rich and poor.

Storage is the main difficulty. In
many of the highly rented flats there
is a conspicuous absence of “cellar-
age.” At the rare and welcome cry
of “Co—al!” pecople 'of all  classes
hurry ott of their houses with pails,
footbaths, string bags, scuttleg,—and
anything else they can get, mob the
coalman and cléar his stock.

Wheh the coal cart fail
—which is more often th
are processions of per ilators and
go-carts to the small shops dn the
neighborhood and the coal is bought
up speedily in sm intities and
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ple in Westminster have been bu
it by the pound—an expensive
vagance.
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FROM OLD SCOTLAND

NOTES OF INTEREST FROM HER
BANKS AND BRARS. '

What Is Going On In the Highlands
and Lowlands of Auld
Scotia.

Over 2,000 Glasgow \Women are nov
making shells.

The death has occurred at his resi-
dence, The Glen, Helensburg, of Mr,
James Torrance, the wellknown
artist.

The Army Records Office and Depot
at Hamilton have been partly des -
troyed by fire, but the records were
saved.

The net fishing on the Cree opened
recently, but the river was not in good
fishing order, and the fish were scarce.

Shakespeare Public School, the lat-
est additlon to property owned by thé
School Board of ‘Glasgow has now
been opened. ¢

Fully 190,000 recruits have been en-
listed in Scotland through the polits-
cal agencies, according to the Scottish
Liberal Assoclation.

The death is announced of Mr.
Alex. Thomson, Innerleven, Methil, in
his 94th year, the oldest native of the
parish of Wemyss

A strong effort is beilng. made in
Wick to induce the Admiralty to per
mit the summer, herriig fishing in at
least a modified form

The Duke of Hamilton and Brandon,
premisr peer of Scotland, head of the
house of Douglas, and hereditary keep-
er of the Holyrood Palace, has just
entered his 55th year

Leith Town Council
meetng, decided to abolish the half-
penny fares, and also the workmen's
fares in the middle of the day, and
the soldlers’ and sallors’ privileges.

The Scottish miners’ application for
an increase of 18 cents per day in
wages was considered by the Concilia-
tion Board at a meeting in Glasgow,
but no decislon was arrived at

The Duke of Argyll, who is honor-
ary. colonel of the 8th (Argylishire)
Highlanders, 1s at present.on a visit
to the fighting lines in France.

Recently the Glasgow coalowners
withheld supplies from merchants
who ‘would not agree to contract far
ahead at existing inflated prices. This
practically resulted in the coal famine
and the Board of Trade has been ap-
pealed to

The death occurred suddenly
residence, Belmont ' Castle,
James Key Caird, Bart., in
year. Sir James made numerous
generou gifts to Dundee, his native
ity, including £500,000 for the erection

v city hall
fent and historic
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