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HAZEN

JAZEN CAPTURES TWO
" ROBINSON SUPPORTERS

Madawaska Members Attended Government Caucus
| Tuesday Night ' |

Opposition Didn’t Test Their

“Without Division---McKeown Denies Stating in St. John

That Government Had Set
ing Off Debt --- Maxwell

Speech---Business of the Sitting.

Strength and Address Passed

Aside $15,000 Towards Pay-
Closed Debate in Forceful

 Fredericton, May 5.—The government
pupporters held a caucus tonight in the
xecutive council chamber. J. A. Murray
~Sussex presided. :
« It -is of interest to note that Messrs.
Baker & Cyr of Madawaska, who were
tclaimed as eupporters of Hon. Mr., Robin-
pon, attended the caucus and thus ranged
Phemselves with the Hazen government
arty. The caucus was the first meeting
held this season and was given up to the
iscussion of a number of mattecs.

{. -Fredericton, N. B.,, May 5—The house
met at 3 o’clock.
i, Mr. LaBillois presented a petition from
'the mayor and aldermen of Dalhousie in
vor of a bill presented by them.
Mr. Murray presented the petition of
‘Albert Stone and others in support of a
ill to change their name.
{ Hon. Mr. Flemming presented the an-
tma.l report of the bonded indebtedness of
he county of Gloucester.
Hon. Mr. Hazen gave notive of motion
o alter Rule 2 of the rules of the house
change the time of re-assembling from
half past seven to eight o'clock. Under
the rules when the house adjourns at 6
t- should meet again at 7.30 but in prac-
tice is was always 8 o'clock. As the prac-
tice did not comply with the rule he
‘it it advisable to make the rule
comply with the practice.
- “Hon. Mr. Fleming presented the annual
eport of the Halifax School for the
Blind.
!* “Hon. Mr. Morrisey presented the annual
jweport of the board of works. :
‘Hon. Mr. Hazen asked for leave of ab-
:gence for the solicitor general and for

: {the commissioner of agriculture until Fri-

day next. Mr. Tweeddale asked for leave
of absence for Mr. Burgess until Thure
\z:y. Mr. Copp asked for leave of absence
r Mr. Sweeney until Thureday next.
‘Mr. Tweeddale in rising to resume the
webate on the address said the change of
government was due to the false charges
made by the opposition which had misled
the people.
He said ‘from the premier down to the
rovincial secretary there had besn a de-
iberate attempt to deceive the country.
‘Great things would be expected of the
ymew government and he. feared ‘there
would be great disappointment. The
speech from the throne was the hungriest
proposition he had ever scen put up to the
couftry, -The government now had the
benefit of thé increased subsidy of $130,-
3§00, an inerease in revenue due to the
~ Hon. Wm. Pugsley, the most abused man
¥in the country. He claimed there was
mo  excusc ‘for the premier and surveyor
general running off to Ottawa to arrange
|for fire protection and fishery business

{ which had been all arranged by the lates

\government.

The late government should not be con-
demned but commended for what it has
done for the Central Railway. The treas-
ury. had not been robbed in connection
ivith that road. It was a good road. It
%ad only cost the province $12,000 a mile
and could not be replaced for $20,000 a
mile.

The cold storage plant in St. John had
‘been condemned by the late opposition. In
/his opinion cold -storage was necessary
not only in St. John but at all the central
points throughout the province and if the
new department of -agriculture wished to
demonetrate its usefulness to the country
it would arrange for a complete gystem of
cold storag: throughout the province.

Hon. Mr. Maxwell said he would like
Ko refer to one or two items in the speech
which had been so much under discussion.
Hon. gentlemen opposite has said that the
epeech contained nothing but it apparent-
1y contained enough on which to base a
Yot of long-winded remarks. He, the
epeaker, had sat in the house for three
sessions and he had never heard a more
eloquent address than that delivered by
Dr. McInerney, who, in his speech, had

sen careful to abstain from controversial

.narks. The leader of the opposition

1d taken Dr. McInerney tos tack for

troducing all the old campaign matter.
Every speech from the opposition so far
as he had been able to judge, consisted of
ncthing else but re-hashes of the cam-
paign matter.

- The late premier had the opportunity
of a lifetime. At the time he took office
no one was more respected than he, and
had he embrace” his opportunity in a
proper manner things might have been
very. -different on the. floors of that
chalgber at the present time. Had he

ursued a progressive policy and filled up
EIS offices at once and repudiated the

: action of his predecessors he would have
given the then opposition a much harder
fight.- The member for St. John County
hath gone- out of his way to make an at-
tack on the member for Kinge (Mr.
€proul). Such an attack was most un-
called for.

Referring to the port of St. John, he
gaid the citizens had spent more than
$1,000.000 of their own money to equip a
national port while the sum total ex-
sended by the Dominion government on

ts development was $411.000. -In thesame

time upwards of $3,000,000 had been spent |

in dredging and improvement of the in-
land ports of Ontario, and this notwith-
standing the population of St. John was
under 50,000 while the population of the
inland ‘Ontario ports was not more than
43,000. |

The government has been eriticized for
mentioning the increased subsidy in the
‘speech and they had been blamed because
they had opposed, so it was said, the ac-
ceptance of this inereased subsidy. What
the government criticized was the negli-
gent manner in which the last government
dealt -with the matter and accepted 2130,
000, whereas, the amount the province was
yroperly entitled to was $146,000.

McKeown Denies Hustings
Statement.

Tn the matter of the subsidy alone they
had violated the arrangement intended by
the statute passed only last year under
which a sum of $30,000 was to be set aside
annually for fifty years to wipe out the
provincial debt. When the first instal-
ment of the subsidy arrived amounting to
£63,000 the late government instead of
vottipg aside a portion of it put it all
into revenue and spent the lot. When he
asked the Hon. member for St. John
county whether any portion of this sum
had been set aside he eaid that $15,000
had been scp’ #@ Ottawa

Mr. McKeown.—I said no such thing.

Hon. Mr. Maxwell said his Hon. friend |

might deny it as much as he pleased but !
he, the speaker, flatly refused to accept
any such denial. He would refer to hi51
colleague from St. John, Mr. Wilson, to,
bear him out. i

Mr. Wilson said that the Hon. member !
for St. John County distinctly stated up- |
on the hustings at St. John that the sum!
of $15,000 had been set aside under the|
provisions of the act of 1807.

Mr. McKeown repeated his denial.

Hon. Mr. Maxwell said he was sur-
prised to find the member of the opposi-
tion referring with so much satisfaction
to the prospect of a new audit act. The
present government party had been for
years endeavoring to get the late govern-
ment to give the auditor general larger
powers but without any avail.

It was singular that if the late govern-
ment had been so anxious to increase the
power of the auditor that nothing had
ever been heard of it before. Now the
opposition seemed ready to swallow any
act the government might bring in.

The highway act, too, seemed to meet
their approval and their eagerness to re-
peal the present act was, to say the least
of it, remarkable.

The leader of the opposition had ap-
plauded the government for their inten-
tion to appoint a commission to investi
gate matters in connection with, the ac-
quisition and working of the Central
Railway. It was a matter of considerabl:
gratification to the government to know
that they had the approval of the oppo-
sition in the course they proposed to
adopt.

It had been eaid that the present gov-
ernment party during the late campaign
lost no opportunity of condemning the
road. They did not condemn the railway
but what they did condemn was the
manner in which the funds provided for
it had been expended. A certain sum
had been guaranteed on the express un-
derstanding that the line was to be car-
ried through to Fredericton. The money
was spent in direct violation of this un-
deretanding and the line to Fredericton
was 6till unfinished. Instead they' had
used some of the money to build sid-
ings into the coal mines of their
friends. He firmly  believed that
with economical and prudent management
the Central Railway could be made a
factor of vast importance in the develop-
ment of the province and of the counties
through which it runs. . . .., .. .

The late government knew mnothing
about the management of the railway.
The - expenses Wwere enormous and the
present government hoped to be able to
show that they could run the road at
half the cost and give an infinitely better
service,

The hon. member for St. John ccunty
had said that Mr. Geo. McAvity had only
received $3,500 for his services and that
the remaining $2,500 of the $6,000 which
he had received was for other sérvices.,

There was nothing to show the truth
of this contention. In the book of the
deputy receiver general it would be found
that on the 25th Nov., 1905, Mr. McAvity
was paid $2,500 as ome of the commis-
gioners.

A great deal had been said about school
books and the statement of the provin-
cial secretary that a committee was at
present considering the matter would be
accepted as eatistactory by most hon.
gentlemen.

Hon. gentlemen seemed to be surprised
that nothing was said .in the speech about
succession duties and as to the desirabil-
ity of abolishing them. The late govern-
ment had attempted to largely increase
the burden on estates and i1t was solely
due to the efforts of the present govern-
ment party that the proposed scale of
duties had been reduced by half.

Members of the opposition had expres-
sed surprise that there was no mention
of prohibition in the speech. While he,
the speaker, was in the opposition he had
brought in many amendments to the -
cense law but had never been able to
carry them as long as the late ‘govern-
ment was in oftice. The present govern-
ment stood for an honest attempt to en-
torce the license law and the attitude
of the premier with respect to the St.
John liccnees was a proof of this. They
hoped to be able to convince the majority
of people that they intended to deal with
the matter in a businesslike way.

The address was then put and carried
without division.

Messrs. MclInerney, Sproul and Hon.
Mr. Maxwell were appointed a committee
to present it to the lieut.-governor.

Hon. Mr. Hazen moved that the report
of the auditor gencral and the statement
of public accounts be referred to the
public accounts committee.

Hon. Mr. Hazen moved that F. M.
Sproul be appointed chairman of the com-
mittee of supply and of ways and means.

Hon. Mr. Flemming moved that the
house go into supply on Tuesday next.

The house adjourned at 6 o’clock.

Fredericton, N. B, May 6.—The house
met at 4 p. m. |

Hon. Mr. Grimmer after
dreseing the speaker made the following
| statement:— .
i Mr. Speaker--In view of the ead event
[ which has happened in my flepartmentf
'and which had its culmination this af-
ternoon, when all that was mortal of the |
late Deputy Surveyor General was laid]
to rest, | feel it is due this house and!
the country that a statement should be/
! made of the dondition of. affaire as 1'
found them when taking charge of my |
{ department. in respect to the management, |
of the finances thereof. The limited time
which | have had in the department has
given me an opportunity to become !
affairs thereof

|

i not
'as fully acquainted with

pas | wonld have wished, but 1 have beea!
jable to Jearn that the financial accounts
! have bhern kept in a ledger entirely on|

the =ingle entry bookkeeping syatein, |
which afiords little or no adeguate pro-
tection for eafegnarding accuracy and cor
rectness in working. 1 have not been
able to find any cash book that was kept|
by the late deputy surveyor general, and '
therefore checks drawn had to be entcered
direct to ledger accounts, but no provision |
can thus be made for properly ascertain-’
ing receipte and payments by the depari-
ment as they should be shown. The Bank:
of B. N. A. shows a debit balance of
about £8,200 at date on separate account, |
kept there by late Deputy Surveyor Gen-!
eral, but the banly pass book bears no

{
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mark of having been in any way checked
or inspected by Mr. Flewelli ince. No-
vember, 1908, nor does “ﬂﬁz@% %ogoufl‘.,
of the Bank of B. N. A. in the depart-
ment, show any signs of having been
compared with the bank passbook as
should have been done each month at’
least. 1t would appear that the bank has
been justified in allowing the Deputy Sur-
veyor General to overdraw special bank
account referred to, by reason of its having
been guaranteed on three spocial occasions
since 1899, inclusive, by previous surveyors
general, which guarantees now amount to
$25,000.

It- has been stated- that there is-an
order in council authorizing the bank in
the matter but none can be found.” The
bank account therein referred to has also
been used by Mr. Flewelling for his pri-
vatc purposes. It would also seem as if
part of the stampage dues and other ter-
ritorial revenue had been deposited in this
semi-private bank account by Mr. Flew-
elling, and that therefore not all of such
income was handed to the receiver gen-
eral as should have been the case. e
whole financial arrangement of my de-
partment has been such that the receipts
of the province were most inadequately
safeguarded, regarding any audit or super-
vision, and the expenditure has been
made, T am informed by the auditor gen-
eral, almost entirely without his knowl-
edge.

The guarantees to which I have referred
are as follows:

Province of New Brunswick,
Crown Land Department,
October 31st, 1899.
To ‘the Bank of British North America,
Fredericton, N. B.:

The government of New Brunswick will
be responsible for any amount up to ten
thousand dollars ($10,000) which may be
at any time overdrawn on the account of
W. P. Flewelling, Deputy Surveyor-Gen-
eral and Jumber agent. 'he government
will also be responsible for any interest
on his overdrawn account, which may be-
come due at the bank at the same rate
that at the time may be payable by them.

This is to be a continuous obligation
until revoked.

(Sgr.)
A. T. DUNN,
Surveyor General.

(Sgd.)

L. J. TWEEDIE,
Receiver General.

Fredericton, N. B., June 1, 1905.
To the Mahager Bank of British North
America, Fredericton, N. B.:

Will you please arrange that W. P.
Flewelling, Deputy Surveyor General (if|
necessary) may overdraw his account to!
an amount not to exceed $5,000 (five|

tection, for which amount and )'ntnwst.l
thereon the government of New Brunswick
will be responsible. This to be guarantee!
of payment of any amount (and interest
thereon) which may ke advanced to him.

(Signed)  FRANUIS J. SWEENEY, !

Surveyor Gieneral. |

Above guarantee is in addition to one
at present in force for $10,000, dated 3lst|
October, 1899.

(Signed) FRANCIS J. SWEENEY, |
Surveyor General. 1
Fredericton, N. B., Oct. 26, 1906. |
To the Manager of the Bank of Brinshl

North America, Fredericton, N. B.: |

Please give W. P. Flewelling. Deputy |
Surveyor General, a further eredit of ten |
thousand dollars  ($10.000), for whi(‘.h:
amount (and any anterest thereon which

o
~

mayv become due) this department will bs
responsible.
(Signed) FRANCIS J. SWEENEY,
Surveyor General. |
The death of Mr. Flewelling leaves my |
department very much undermanned and
necessitates a large amount of increased

work being placed upen the present em- |
ployes until a re-organization of the staff |
takes place. 1 have asked Col. T. G.!
T.oggie, chief dranghtsman, to aet eoa)
deputy surveyor general and he will pro !
ceed as rapidly as possible to have a com-
plete and thorough re-organization ot the |
staff of the entire department perfected.

I have also arranged for a full and com-
plete- audit by a chartered accoumtant of
the -affairs of my department in all its
branches, and when the same is com-
pleted the true state thercof will be made
known to the house and country.

Hon. Mr. Hazen moved the second read-
ing of the highway act. He had, he said,
promised the house a full explanation of
the act at this time but as the act had
been distributed and no doubt carefuliy
considered by Thonorable members any
lengthy remarks: were perhaps unneces-
sary. He took it that everyone on both
gides of the house as ‘well as the .people
of the province generally agreed that a
new highway law was a public necessity.

He hoped' the house would consider the
act when it came before the committee,
probably tomorrow, irrespective of party,
and in the interests of the country. This
act was entirely in accord with the prom-
ises made by him during the recent cam-
paign. He had always held that a better
expenditure of money and better super-
vision of the work could be obtained by
leaving it largely in the hands of the coun-
ty council than in any' other way. It
was extremely desirable in all domestic
legislation to get’ down as close as possible
to the people and he believed that mumi-
cipal councillors, who had to go back
for election every two years and whose
acts’ were clodely watched, were closer to
the people than any other authority and
much more likely to give good and econ-
omical supervision and expenditure on the
roads than the commissioner of public
works. .

He said with regard to the taxation to
be imposed the blanks were not filled in.
The bill provided for statute labor and it
would be nothing less than absurd to ask
a man to work on roads for fifty cents a

.| day. A man should get not less than $1

for an eight-hour ‘day and he thought no
man would complain if he could pay his
poll tax by two days’ work on the soad.
From his observation and conversation
with people throughout the country he
believed that they were willing to pay
more meoney for their roads if it was ex-
pended so as to. give them good roads.
The property tax now stood at 12 cents
on $100. Hawing in view the fact that it
i to work on the roads he
ink anyonme would object to in-
this to cighteen or twenty cents.
these and other questions the mem-
s of the house would have every op-
portunity of discussion. He hoped and
believed that the result of the act would
be greatly in the interests of good roads.
Since the act had been distributed he had
alréady received letters from experienced
gentlemen commending its main features.

He did not claim the act would be per-
fect but he submitted it with the sincese
and absolute desire that something should
be done to improve the roads throughout
the province. He would ask all the mem-
bers of the house and the people through-
out the country to closely study the act
and at the next session of the legislature,
if amendments were found necessary, they
would be made. :

Hon. Mr. Flemming submitted a return
of indebtedness of the town of Chatham,
also ‘the ‘report of the provincial factory
inspector. .o :

Hon. : Mr. Grimmer introduced an act
to amend. chapter 94 of the consolidated
statutes; 1003, respecting the protection
of .the  woods from fire by adding a sec-
tion providing a penalty of not less than
$50 or more than $200 for tearing down,
destroying or -mutilating any of the no-
tices in regard te. the protection of for-
ests posted within the province by order
of the surveyor general.

Hon. Mr. Fleming .introduced a bill
to provide for auditing the public ae
counts. He said sthis was perhaps the
most important magter to be brought be-
for the house. It: made no difference
whether it was an individual corporation
or'a province that:wasiin business; a care-
ful audit of that business was absolutely
essential. He briefly outlined the features
of the act speaking as:follows:—

Provision is made for the constitution
of :a: “Treasury Board;” consisting of three
members of  the Executive Council, of
which ‘ the provincial secretary will be
chairman and the cterk of the Executive
Council will act as secretary. The Treas-
ury Board will have general supervising
power in all matters relating to finance.
revenue and expenditure, both upon refer-
ence from the council or upon its own
initiative. The board will also have power
to make regulations for the government
of the civil service. . -

The <Treasnry Board will also have
power to adopt a plan of account books
and accounts suitable for the requirements
of each branch of the public service.

By sections 7, 8 and 9, provision is made
for the appointment of.an auditor-general,
who shall hold oftice during good be-
haviour, and ‘be removable only for cause
by the lieutenant-governor upon an address
concurred in by two-thirds of the members
of the Assembly. Provision is made for
the discharge of his duties during his
temporary illness or absence. The. old
Act relating to the public accounts merely
provides for a checking by the auditor-
general of the results of the work of other
officials. Under this bill the auditor-
general will be responsible for every item
of receipt and expenditure. His audit
must be continuous.

No check can be issued for the payment
of money for which there is no direct
legislative appropriation or any excess of
the amount of expenditure sanctioned by
the governor-in-council and it is the duty
of the auditor-general to see that this pro-
vision is enforced.

A check cannot be . issued unless the
auditor-general certifies that there is legis-
lative authority for the expenditure.

‘I'ne only exceptions to this rule are
when the attorney-general gives his written
opinion that there is legislative authority
and the treasury board orders the issue of
the check, or when the legislature is not
in session and an expenditure arises to
any public work or any building requir-
ing an immediate outlay for repair or upon
some eimilar occasion when an unforseen
expenditure is urgently and immediately
required for the public good. In all these
cases the auditor-general prepares a spevial

routine ad-| thousand dollars) on account of game pro-|yeport of the checks issued upon his sanc-

tion which must be presented to the as-
sembly with the public accounts. The
auditor-general is also given power to
send to the house any correspondence
yespecting his department which he con-
siders should be made public and the
same must be published with the public
accounts. ==

Before the receiver-gencral can issue a
check the auditor-ggneral must counter-

Clean -Light
Durable

sign it, after having satisfied himselt that
the issue is authorized.

By section 21 the practice of receiving
money and paying it out through the
several departments is abolished. In fu-
iure all public moneys, no matter to what
department they belong, must be paid in
to the credit of the receiver-general.
Should a person.send money to any otherg
office it is made the duty of the officy
receiving it immediately to deposit it with
the receiver-general and use the receipt
voucher given for it as an evidence of
payment in his own office.

It has been found necessary owing to
a practice which has prevailed in the
past to expressly provide that moneys of
the province shall not be placed to the
credit of any individual nor to any bank
account other than that of the receiver-
general,

Section provides that when any
amount appropriated by the legislature
for the financial year remains unexpended
on the thirty-first day of October, it shall
not be expended afterwards except for
bills incurred prior to that day; in other
words the business of each year is to be
kept separate and treated on its own
basis.

By section 25 proyision is made for the’
keeping of -an appropriation ledger by the
auditor general and for his notifying each
department monthly of the extent to
which their appropriation has been used
up. If an appropriation should prove
insufficient and the urgent requirements
of the public service necessitate further
payments the head of the department
seeking such further supply must eubmit
the accounts which he wiixxes paid, with
the reasons for payment, to the auditor
general, who reports on the same to the
treasury board. The treasury board may,
if it_sees fit, approve of the payment of
such accounts. But by section 29 the
auditor general must report to the re-
ceiver general for the information of the
aseembly all expenditures in excess of ap-
propriations.

Continuing he said there was one other
point that the government regarded as of
considerable importance which was that
there would have to be an entirely new
system of bookkeeping under which all
payments would be made by cheque of the
receiver general and countersigned by the
head of the department on whose account
it was drawn. He was sure honorable
members would unite in wishing that
every care should be taken and the best
possible methods used in the carrying on
of the government's business.

Mr. Robinson presented a petition from
the Leger Corner Water and Light Co.
in favor of their bill.

Mr. Munro presented a petition of Fred-
erick McCarthy in support of the bill to
enable him to change his name to Fred-
erick Carson.

Hon. Mr. Morrissy asked for leave of
absence for Mr. MacLachlan to Saturday
next. !

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced a bill to
amend chapter 148 of the consolidated
statutes, the workmen’s compensation act.
He explained the act was passed in the
year 1903, and amended in 1907, and it
was now proposed to amend it further
following up the lines of the English law
on the subject. By it, it was proposed. to
compensate workmen for injuries caused
by the neglect of fellow-workmen em-
ployed by the same master. There were
many men at present injured under such
circumstances who under the act as now
standing were unable to obtain any com-|
pensation “whatever and the present bill
was intended to strengthen the workmen’s
position. Having explained the bill sec-
tion by section, the premier said it had
been carefully studied by the longshore
men and millmen of St. John and met
with their approval.

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced a bill to
amend chapter 71 of the eonsolidated stat-
utes in respect to the law library, which
he explained was a bill intended to pro-
vide for the better maintenance of the
law library. In most other provinces the
law libraries were assisted by grants from
the provincial exchequer but that was not
the case in this province and the lawyers
themselves were compelled to provide the
funds. The bill now introduced provided
for alterations on the amount of assess-
ment on each lawyer for the purpose.

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced a bill au-
thorizing an enquiry into certain matters
connected with the Central Railway and
with the N. B. Coal and Ry. Co., which
he read to the house section by section.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said that a few days
ago he had asked any members who might
wish their names added to any of the
standing committees to inform him of the
fact and he would have them added. In
accordance with this request he had re-
ceived an application from Mr. Allain to
be added to the agricultural committee
and the Hon. Mr. Maxwell to be added
to the corporations committee and he
moved that these gentlemen be added to
these committees accordingly.

The house adjourned at six.

TRAIN WRECK DELAYS
MARITIME EXPRESS

Moncton, May 5—Word was received
here yesterday of the death at Boston of
Richard Flanagan, a former well known
Moncton man. George Trites, the well
known hockey player, 18 a nephew of de-
ceased and left to-day to bring the body
to Moncton for burial.

Ald. M. McLeod returned to-day from
Murray Harbor, P. E. I. where he was
attending the funeral of his mother, Mrs.
A. D. McLeod, who was ninety-three
years of age.

At the annual meeting of St. George’s
Guild, to-night, Mrs. W. B. Bisam, wife
of the rector, was presented with a read-
ing lamp. The officers elected were:—
Honorary President, Mrs. Sisam; Presi-
dent, Mrs. Fairweather; First Vice, Miss
M. Powell; Second Vice, Mrs. D. Harris;
Secretary, Miss Cormick.

No. 76 train, fast freight for Halifax,
was wrecked about 9 o’clock to-night at
Meadow Brook as result of the truck of
a steam shovel, bound for Halifax, being
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ENGLISH SUSPECT AMEER

Not Held: Guiltless of Afghan Raid--Wamh.Frontier Feared

by London Papers--Would Mean Big Campaign, it

Said.

Simla, British India, May b5.—The
promptitude shown by Major General Sir
James Willeocks, commander of the Brit-
ish forces, in vushing his troops to th=
scene of the disturbances has deprived the
Afghan raid of present danger. He at-
tacked the raiders on the hills west of
Landi-Kotal, in Khyber Pass, and drove
them pack over the frontier, scattering
them in various directions. Finding no
support from the other tribes, the raiders
are dwindling away. According to ad-
vices received here the Mohmands and
other border tribes are quiet and engaged
in harvesting.

London, May &5.— Semi-official state-
ments are being issued belittling the fron-
tier troubles in India, and declaring there
is no reason to suppose that the Ameer
of Afghanistan is supporting the out-
break of his subjects or that the Anglo-
Russian convention is responsible for the
trouble. These assurances are having lit-
tle effect. It is pointed out that even if
the Ameer has not  instigated the Shin-
waris he has not attempted to check
them, which it is known he is perfectly
able to do, and his continued indifference
to the raid, together with his persistence
in ignoring the Anglo-Russian agreement,
is held to be a certain indication of th=
gravity of the situation.

The Telegraph, which editorially takes
a most serious view of the affair, remarks
that it is uncertain whether the ameer
means peace or war. °‘‘If war,” the arti-
cle goes on, ‘it will not be a minor cam-
paign, and if fate should compel it, our
whole force must be gathered for such an
achievement as shall prevent the recur-
rence of existing conditions. There must
be no mistake about the weight of the
matter that hangs in the balance.”

The Anglo-Russian convention was pub-
lished on Sept. 23, and not only delimited
the Russiam and British spheres of in-
fluence in Persia, and the relations of
these countries toward Thibet, but also
fixed the status of Afghanistan. The pro-
vision concerning Afghanistan runs as
follows:

The Russian Government recognizes Af-
ghanistan as outside the spherc of Russian
influence and it engages to conduct all its
political  relations with  Afghanistan
through the intermediary of the British
Government. The British Government,
on the other hand, cngages to exercise its
influence in Afghanistan only in a pacific
sense; it also agrees that it will neither
annex nor occupy any portion of Afghan-
istan, nor interfere in the internal ad-
ministration of that country, provided
that the ameer fulfils his engagements
under the treaty of Kabul, of March 21,
1905. The principle of equality of com-
mercial opportunity in Afghanistan is
established, as far as the two treaty Pow-
ers are concerned.

The Anglo-Japanese treaty says:

Article 2—If by reason of unprovoked
attack or aggressive action, wherever
arising, on the part of any other Power
or Powers either contracting party should
be involved in war in defcnce of its ter-
ritorial rights or special interests, the
other contracting party will at once come
to the assistance of its ally, and will con-
duct the war in common, and make peacs
in mutual agreement with it.

Art. 3—Japan possessing paramount po-
litical, military, and economic, interest in
Korea, Great Britain recognizes the right
of Japan to take such measures of guid-
ance, control, and protection in Korea as
che may deem proper and necessary to
safeguard and advance thosc intereste,
provided always that such measures ars
not contrary to the principle of equal op-
portunities for the commerce and indus-
try of all nations.

Art. 4—Great Britain having a special
interest in all that concerns the security
of the Indian fromtier, Japan recognizes
her right to take such measures in the
proximity of that frontier as she may find
necessary for safeguarding her Indian
Dossessions.

The Khyber Pass, the scene of these op-
erations, is the most noted of the passes
on the northwestern {rontier of India.
It is thirty-one miles long, and through
it runs the Peshawar-Kabul road, which
is 170 miles long. The Khyber Pass is a
barren, narrow defile between perpendicu-
lar slate rocks, which are about 150 feet
high most of the way. It extends nearly
due west toward Kabul, and contains sev-
eral forts between Jarund and Lundi
Khotal. The Mohmands who inhahit the
territory around Khyber Pass have long
given the British much trouble and a
general combination of the Mohmands and
neighboring tribes ‘against British rule has
been known to exist many years.

Tundi Khotal, where the Afghan in-
vaders gathered before they were routed

derailed, the track was badly torn up for
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forward movement of the First Baptist |
Church, which undertook to raise $15.000 '
to pay off the debt of the church and
Christian Brotherhood hall. The com-|
mitte to-night reported nearly $11,500 sub- |
scribed in twenty-one days. The balance |
is expected to be raised within the next

I fi v days. i

The police to-night made a search of |
the house of Mrs. Jeffries for money |
alleged, by David Coll a G. T. P. employe,
ta have been stolen from him last night.!
Officer McKim found Coll's purse con-|
taining $70 under the carpet in the Jﬂf—l
fries’ home. How it got there has not'

been explained.

by General Willeocks's troops, is at the
western end of the Khyber Pass, and is
the highest elevation reached by the Pes-
hawar-Kabul road. Tt is virtually the ex-
treme limit of British authority on the
northwestern frontier. Lundi Khotal is a
flat expanse, a species of shelf or plateau
wedged between ranges of hills that con-
fine it on the right hand and left hand to
the north and south. On the eastern side
the Khyber Pass opens on a level stretch
of ground, which has an average width of
about half a mile across, and on the west-

the ground falling steeply away 800 or a
1000 feet to the lower valley at Lundi
Khana. The narowest part of the whole
Khyber defile is at Ali Musjid, close under
the range of a rock fort.

In his book, “Under the Absolute Amir,”
published last year, Mr. Frank A. Martin,
who served for eight years as engineer-in-
chief to two amirs, gives the latest and best
description of life in Afghanistan. Of the
two amirs under whom he served, Abdur
Rahman was the abler man. He loved his
country and did his best for it, although
his methods might not have been quite
suitable to a more eivilized conntry: and
he had a thorough belief in Great Britain,
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Mr. Martin says of him: “Amir Abdur
Rahman was an exceptionally able man,
and one who willingly gave the whole of
his time and attention to the work re-
quired of him, working from the time he
rose from his bed until he lay down again.”
He left as little as possible to his officials.
With regard to the present ruler, Mr.
Martin writes: “Amir Habibullah, who
follows his father’s policy in all things,
has done nothing towards developing the
resources of his country beyond ascertain-
ing the position and value of its mineral
deposits.” He is waiting to work the
mines until he obtains a seaboard. The
arsenal and workshops started by the late
amir are not in as flourishing a state as
they might be, for although the natives
would make good workmen in time, and if
well paid, at present they are not able to
make highly finished guns throughout.
When the Boer war was begun the old
amir feared that Russia might take that
opportunity to invade the country, but,
on consideration, he came to the con-
clusion that the whole of Islam would
rise, and that Russia would have as much
as she could do to combat that in her
cwn dominions. Speaking of today, Mr.
Martin says that the bulk of the people
are in such a dissatisfied condition, owing
to high taxation, dear food and other ills,
“that it is likely enough they would wel-
come any change as a chance for the
better, and until the amir has a grasp on
the people 'equal to that of his father an
invading Power would not have an alto-
gether combined Afghanistan to contend
against, in spite of the amir's widely dis-
tributed pamphlets on Jihad.”

In regard to the origin of the unrest
among the Mohmands, it appears that
while the expedition against the Zakka
Khel was in progress the mullahs induced
the Mohmands to raisc a force to assist
their fellow-tribesmen. The force, how-
ever, arrived too late, and the Mohmands,
who, as the result of the mullahs’ preach-
ing, were in a highly excited state, began
a series of raids on the Peshawar border.
They looted -several houses and carried
off a Hindu, who was afterwards rescued
by the malik, Ghulam Khan of Pandiala,
a loyal supporter of the Government.
Ghulam also arrested two of the raiders.
The Abazai and Shabkadr posts were re-
enforced, and the border military police
began active patrolling.

Ghulam’s action caused great excitement
and mullahs began to raise a lashkar to
punish him, preaching that the Govern-
ment inténded to invade the country in
the middle of April. Certain of the mul-
lahs, with a large following, crossed the
Cabul River at Lalpura, but, in order to
avoid anything that would appear to lend
confirmation to the rumor as to an in-
tended British invasion, no further force
was despatched by the Government until
it was reported that 5,000 men, including
2,000 from the Afghan side of the border,
had reached Kamali, only twenty miles
from Peshawar. The tribesmen mean-
while had been flocking to the standards
of the mullahs, and the gathering had in-
creased by the 19th to 10,000 men. The
villages on the border are in a state of
panic. Ghulam’s village has been - at
tacked, and shots have been fired at and
near Matta Mughal Khel, inside the
British boundary. j
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