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sieet, S 3\l d g Be Satisfied---Stock-

g%%r‘\dm Will Meet March
resas'aza.ai 1 to Ratify the Contract-~

experience

£2%%" ritish Warships to ‘Rescue
M%‘;,tmymdian Missionaries, B

$840 a year ¢
Sict, fot. :
large and = ?.awa, Feb. m—(Speciral)—-The cabinet
K::m & this forenoon and pub the finishing
Londen, O* heg to the moditication of the Grand
sk Pacific contract. The agreement,
Farmers™ , understood to be satisfactory to the
towork in o fernment, and the company and will be
Branch of fbefore the shareholders of the Grand
in cach Frigh snk  Railway for ratification at . their
lars. THE W1 ual meeting on March 9, two days be-
FARM .- the opening of the Canadian parlia-
For particr -,
graph, St. J > dominion government are somewhat
1 of the position of the Camnadian mis-
Popla- iea at Hamchung and Songchim. in
;. and a cable was sent to the Brit-
sernment asking that the admiralty
acgel to bring them down to Wan-
srd Strathcona took the matter up
.ne foreign office and a cable was
od from him at the state department
gtating that whatever steps were
e Hle to Telieve the missionaries would
ken by the admiralty without delay,
¥ that this is the only way to reach
g——————— jissionaries as for them to travel by
FARM FOT woud be exceedingly dangerous.
hmq‘.‘&“”,g'ﬁd has been received that the com-
School, two OB 10 adjust the claims of Canadian
stores and - ws: for seizure by the Russians in the
':,'go o i y pineties, will meet in London on the
Tarse hov A ingt. There will be two commission-
farnace a8 on éither side, H. A. Little, of Wood-
wells nes. xk, is the Canadian representative, and
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sons in the pr
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any such.

in ,g;”‘:, 1l probably have a British associate.
for sale. are now being made for

Sashuel - e dispatch of another vessel to Hudson
My w Lonvey supplies to the party sent
OR SAlL lastigrear by the government to enforce
business vdith 14w din thav region. Tt will meet
for large 1 other steamer at the northwest corner
R":; - 'Rabﬂdor and transfer food and coal en-
sreaent pro’¥i % keep Supenintendent Moody’s
supervision. :nted police and the party of explor-,
N. B. going for some time. The latter will
NARM F( Wl its summer in Hudson Bay push-
the cit- * a8 far north as possible, and return
sisting of © B before ‘the straits are blocked
dwelling, t & jce.
house. Foo .

+ is guite within the bounds of possi-
D. Linton, .
o0, ity that mext seagon may see the dis-

<h of a steamer to patrol the Cana-
Pure ta water around the mouth of Mac

nzie river, which are frequented by

ay. whaling craft from the American
25 b.tts: There is already a small party of
- ‘ gadian mounted police on Herchel 1s-

SL' 4, at the mouth of the MacKenzie.

3. T, A. Ball, who sustained serious in-
8 Bay ‘e from falling down an elevator ehafl

lay, wae rosting essily tonight and ha

vovered consciousmess.

;“':' RODKLYN MAN SHOT
“ DEAD N HIS OFFICE

THE ieorge B. Jennings Victim of Fran!

. McNamara—Murderer Arrested.

‘ew York, ¥eb. 18—(eorge B. Jennings,
C}’s‘dmt of the Jennings Adjustable

P
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| MONCTON THREATENED

WITH FUEL EAMINE.

Blockade of Railways Responsible
for Shortage.

I, C. R. Machiniste Delegation Interviews
General Manager About Increase in
Wages--Another Dress Suit Case Stolen
from 1. C. R, Found at Oxford Junction,

Moncton, Feb. 18—A delegation of I.
C. R. machinists trom different parts of
the Intercolonia]l are here interviewing
General Manager Pottinger in reference to
the betterment of their position. The com-
mittee consists of J. Heuchey, Levis; S.
R. McDonald, River du Loup; H. 8.
Cook, Campbellton; J. B. McBaren, Thos.
Lands, Chas. Bleakney and Frank Rome,
Moncton. :

The delegation asks for an increase of
pay and a schedule has been submitted
for the consideration of the general man-
ager. This is the second or third time
the machinists have waited on the man-
agement in reference to an increase.

Moneton is on the verge of a coal and
wood famine. The I. C. R. has been un-
able to handle any freight for nearly a
week, and consequently & lot of coal or-
dered from the mines by local dealers is
hung up along the road. :

There is little or no soft coal to be had
in the city, and dealers were sending out
slack or pea coal yesterday bo their cus-
tomers until some of their shipments ar-
rive. The country roads are blocked s0
that i is impossible for the country peo-
ple to get in with wood and the fuel
question is made more serious in conse-
quence.

Considerable wood comes in on the M.
& B. railway during the winter, but this
wood is now snow blocked and thus an-
other avenue for the supply of wood I8
closed. It is probable, hawever, that the
I. C. R. awill be-able ‘to move some of the
congested freight today or tomorrow and
thus relieve the situation.

I. C. R. Police Inspector Skeffington
has a report from I. C. R. Officer Dunn
to the effect that he has found at Oxford
Junction a dress suit case that was stolen
about a month ago from the I. C. R. The
case was left at a boarding house at Ox-
ford Junction by three young men to pay
a board bill. The miscreants who dis-
posed of the valise are believed to be the
same young men mixed up with other
shady transactions and now awaiting sen-
tence at Amherst on similar charges.

Mhis suit case belongs to a young man
named Munroe, a student at Antigonish
College. This is the second stolen dress
suit case found by the I. C. R. police
within the past few days.

WILLIONS LOST BY
o BLOCKADE,

frains in and Out of Montreal Stil
Uncertain, and Freight Traffic
Generally Suspended.

Montreal, Feb. 18—Very few trains are ar-
civing or leaving Montreal today, and those
hat do.get in are stil many hours late.
{he weather has moderated some today
md the storm has ceaced, but the snow
anks along the tracks are so high that
he least wind drifts the snow in high
siles upon the track. Freight traffic ic
Imost entirely suspended by all railwaye

ade Company, was shot and killed to-

. in his office at 104 Liberty street,

;’HXD, ; by Frank McNamara, 'superilz‘x-

. , ‘dent of one of the departments of the

Englis! in Wateh Company’s factory, at Elgin
20 b, F 1) McNamara was arrested.

trade According to two of Jennings’ clerks

. ho were in the office, Jennings and Mec-

amara were engaged in a heated dis-

Jite, the subject of nvhich is unknown,

hen. M‘“,:“dgmm‘a thrust a revolver against

208 ¢ nningy’ side and fired, the bullet pass-

g through his heart, causing instant

sath., Y
WH Nearly a Coal Famine in Gait.

5 (f«lfl‘t, Ont., Feb. 18.—A eerious coal fam-

i- : 21(1:& ',w;” t.‘he people of Galt. Its grip 8

‘ ns-:l?t elt in at least 300 homes, With the

B? : ],,a:.]‘-&i there is much wuffering. Bak-

w have not enough coal for tonight's

Bt Twentty-six patients are lying ill
oth hospital, are lying

mog 1%2? m.l’ and the coal supply is 20%
cipal ent to laist out tomarrow. At a epec

tical il meeting held yesterday the city council

Y ippointed . : 4
lng- Am_ncd a special committee to purchase

hroughout Ontario and Quebee. The lose
to business as a result of the suspension
of traffic is difficult to estimate, although
some wholesale merchants estimate it as
‘high as $30,000,600. Wholesale houses re-
port that very little money is coming in
from retailers throvghout the country, ow-
ing to absolute impossibility of doing any
pusiness. The effect this may have on
bussness houses is looked upon as rather
seriows. Many emall towns throughout
Ontario and Quebec report that a coal
famine is threatened. The winter has been
so severe that the supply which was
ample in anordinary winter has already
been exhaust(jd and with the railways tied
up an jmmediate renewal of supply i im-
poaible; unless milder weather vets in very
woon considerable suffering will result.

A Tocal G.ran(! Trunk train from Mas-
sena Springs (N. Y.), due here Tuesday
afternoon, is still stalled near St. Isidore
(Que.) The paesengers and crew are un-
able to procure food, the train being
blocked in snow drifts far from any habi-
{ation. Officials report at noon today the
train is still ~talled and they have no ad-
vices as to when it will be released.
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Amherst, N. 8., Jan. 28, 1804.
Please add two copies to my order for Daily Telegraphs
and three copies extra on Saturday:
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GOOD WORDS COME FROM ABROAD.

‘dent im Milford (Mass.), who is a former
St. John man, wrote of The Daily Telegroph in the cource of a letter to a friend

“{\'.lrl!e it wae always regarded as the Jeaditi
a8 having very much etvonger clame to that distine
up towdate publication in every way, brimful of
in all of its amangemen's, and rerving (it b
-and-divensified reading matter to its 1eaders than most of the American gheets of
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AGENT.

» St. Jofn journal, it stiikes me
tnetion now., T consider it am
erterpiize and gocd business taste
st too much to ray) more eolid
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JAPAN MAKES OPRICIAL DENIAL
OF LOSSES OF WARSHIPS AND

ANNOUNCES FLEET INTACT.

It is Now Believed Russians Will
Abandon Port Arthur..

The Whole of Southern Manchuria to be Left to the Japs--
United States Closes Discussion of Restricting War
Area Without Hearing from the Czar and the
Bear Construes This as Unfriendly--Tokio
Government Denles Losses of Men
in Attempting to Land.

Washington, Feb. 18—The Japanese le-
gation here received an official despatch
from Tokio tonight. saying it was not true
that any Japanese vessels had been de-
stroyed, so far, in any of the naval en-
gagements, and that all necessary repairs
had already been made. The Japanese
Hleet remains intact.

This message also denies the report that
the Japanese were driven from the neigh-
borhood of Kin-Chau after a skirmish, in
which 150 Japanese were taken prisoners,
and declares that the Japanese made no
attempt to land at Pigeon Bay. It says
the Japanese forces have, up to the pres-

point where they could in contact
with the Russians, and that consequently
all reports of land actions and Japanese
losses are untrue,

Japs Capture Two More Stesmers.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 18—A telegram re-
ceived here from Port Arthur says. the
Japanese have captured the Okhotsk-
Kamehatka Company’s steamers Kolik
and Bobrik.

Believe Russians Will Abandon Port Arthur.

London, Feb. 19—Little far east news
appears in the press this morning, with
the exception of officiel despatches and
the comment is made that the official re-
ports of Viceroy Alexieff and others are
remarkable mostly for what they leave
unsaid. These reports attract far less at-
tention than does the significantly frank
Russian proclamation asking the people to
be patient until the aimy is ready to
strike blows worthy of the dignity and
might of Russia. The threats in this
document are commented upon by the
British press in tomes of considerable
irony. It is now believed both in London
and on the continent that Viceroy Alex-
jeff has decided to fall back on Harbin,
practically abandoning Port Arthur, Viad-
ivostok and the whole of Southern Man-
churia to the Japanese, and thet he is
perhaps hoping that the reduction of Port
Arthur and Viadivostock will occupy the
enemy while he is concentrating his forces
at Harbin.

The papers this morning comment upon
the activity which is seen at Woolwich
and elsewhere in refitting the navy in pre-
paration for any emergency. Especial in-
terest attaches to the equipment of sixty
battleships with the new twelve-inch wire
steel guns, 450 of which were ordered by,
the admiralty four years ago at an ex-
pensé of $22,000,000. These are said to be
the most ern and most powerful guns
in existence in any navy, and they are
capable of throwing an aimed shot ac-
curately a distance of 13,000 yards.

Similar reports of military activity are
received from _other countries. Even
Spain is preparing for possibilities. The
wpanish minister of war informed a news-
paper man yesterday that he was mobil-
izing the militairy, forces at his disposal,
and said:—

«Phough the Russo-Japanese dispute
does not concern us, we must be prepared
for all eventualities. Patriotism, however,
demands that we keep silent regarding the
points Spain must fortify.”

According to the Tokio correspondent
of the Daily Mail, the emperor of Japan
has declared his intention of giving the
treasuves of the palace to the Bank of
Japan for the purpose of the war fund.

Other despatches from Tokio- confirm
the great success of the internal war loan.

In a despatch from Nagasaki, a corres-
pondent. of the Daily Telegraph says all
the Russian passengers who were on the
captured steamer Japan, have been releas-
ed on parole.

The correspondents of the Times and
the Daily Telegraph at Tokio, unite in an-
nouncing the resumption of the Japanese
coasting trade and confirm previous re-
ports that the Russian cruiser Boyarin
was sunk during the attack on Port Ar-
thur of Feb. 14. Some correspondents
say the warship in question was the cruis-
er Bayan and not the ‘Boyarin.

Full accounts of the firing by Russian
ships on the British steamer Hsi-Ping at
Port Arthur show that the Russians or-
dered the Hsi-Ping, together with the
Pritish steamer Ching-Ping and the Ger-
man steamer Pronto, to extinguish their
lights and fires. Russian warships then
arrived and finding three vessels in the
roadstead without lights, they began fir-
ing “at them. The Pronto received most
of the s.ots. The forts then began firing
and the utmost confusion prevailed.

Russia Thinks Uncle Sam Unfriendly.

&t. Petersburg, Feb. 18.—The informa-
tion contained in press despatches from
Washington that Secretary Hay had an-
nounced the negotiations in connection
with his note to the powers on the sub-
ject of the integrity of China fo be closed
without awaiting Russia’s formal response,
came as a sunprise to official circles here.

An official of the foreign office with
whom the representative of the Associated
Press taked on this matter appeared to
be rather nomplussed at this unexpecied
conclusion to the American proposition,
but he displayed no irritation and said:—

“Tf thiz #s true, it bas not changed the
Ruscian programme. Not to await Rus-
gia’s rep'y might, however, offend Russian

much more pietentivus claims.'?

A ,"f,';ﬁx.;“- i,

eusceptibilitics and tend still further lo

sade Mb e

ent time, made no attempt to land at any |

l

increase the feeling already existing here
in centain quarters that the United States
is not friendly to Russia.

“In this connecton there is no doubt
the government feels somewhat embar-
rassed by the desive of the United States
to install c.muls in the open poris cf Man-
churia immediately. The government does
not like to be piaced in the position of
putting cbstaces in the way, but that en-
tire territory s now under military con-
trol and these pésts would be within the
sphere of the operations. Furthermore
trade is at alstandstil and the authorities
cannot comprehend why Waghington
should press this matter nbw; none of the
other powens is seeking to take immediate
advantage of the privileges accorded by
the Chinese treaties.

“As far ¢8 coucerns Port Dalny, to which
place an American commercial agent has
been appoin ed, the si.uation is even Wo.82,
as it 1s mot impossible that the military
authorities will soon request all foreigners
to leave there.”

The Russidn reply to Secretary Hay’s
note is practically ready and will be haad-
ed to Ambassador McCormick in a day or
two and possibly tomorrow. It will be
along the lines already indicated in’ these
despatches.

In diplomatic circles here Secretary
Hay’s action is considered a fine atroke of
diploataey as i is believed that the moté
has brought out general acquiescence to
the princi;:.l& invoived.

Qiving -tedexisting eonditions in the field
and the difficuities in the war of provid-
ing suitable accommodations, Viceroy
Allexieff has recommended that the foreign
miltary attaches shou.d not join the Rus-
sian army until about March 4 and the
viceroy's views on  this matter will “be
communicated to the governments which
have applied for the privilege of observing
the ‘war from the Russian side.

There are reports here, but they lack
official _confirmation, that an attack’ on
Port Arthur Feb.- 16 was repulsed after
heavy firing on both sides. According to
the story this attack was intended as a
feint to cover a landing at Talien Wan
Bay, but it failed because the Russian

.guns were placed, with great foresight, to

command that shore.

A Ruswian expert says the Japanese evi-
dently hoped the adjacent group of Kiiot
Isles would cover this movement, as they
did the same thing during the Chino-Jap-
anese war, landing simultaneously at Tal-
jen Wan and Kinchou, thus cutting off
Port Arthur from each side of the Liao-
Tung peninsula. :

*1t surprises me,” this expert continues,
“that the Japanese should have made such
a foolhardy attempt to face the Russians,

| as they must know from their spies how

strongly the peninsula is mined and de-
fended.”

The government’s frank statement in its
communique of this morning of Russia’s
unpreparedness owing to Japan’s sudden
precipitation of hostilities, and warning
the Russian public mot to expect immedi-
ate victories, confirms the opinion which
has existed here that Russia will act upon
the defensive until her army is fully mo-
bilized and the equipment of the com-
imissary is in perfect working order. There
are already more than 300,000 men in the
field, but this number will be largely aug-
mented. About 50,000 ‘more are required
to guard the railroad. .

Almost all the private concerns here and
at Moscow and other large cities who in-
tend sending exhibits to the St. Louis ex-
position, have decided not to do so now,
and. are domating the money they would
expend in this work to the Red Cross So-
ciety and other war purposes. Commis-
sioner Alexandrovsky taked with the czar
on the subject of Russia’s abandonment of
her proposed participation in the exposi-
tion, and his majesty agreed with the view
of the commissioner that this be done. M.
Alexandrovsky smiled when he was in-
formed by the Associated Press today of
the report that Japan had applied for
Russia’s space at the exposition.

“Let them have it; we w.ll compete with
Japan elsewhere,” he said.

The work of the Russian Red Cross So-
ciety is being pushed with great vigor.
I'e donations already exceed $5,000,000.
Two or three Red Oross trains will be
dispatched to the far east each week. M.
Alexandrovsky, who will start next Mon-
day to take charge of the Red Cross field
work, will probably establish his head-
quarters at Harbin. The general plan is
o locate general hospitals along the Amur
at Khabarousk, Blagevestchensk, etc., and
transport the sick and wounded back to
these points by the Sungari and Ussuri
rivers and their tributaries, thus avoiding
interference with the military traffic on
the railroads. One feature of Red Cross
operations . which has never before been
introduced during a war will be the organ-
ization of small detachments to accom-
pany the regiment into action. Each de-
tachment will consist of two surgeons,
four students and four body carriers.
Tirst aid to the wounded will be applied
on the battlefield. Baron Korf, who was
secretary to the St. Louis exposition com-
minsioners, is now devoting his eutire time
to Red Cross work as chief of the per-
sonnal division. When explaining recent-
1y the extensive preparations of the so-
ciety, Baron :Korf said:— :

Continued on page 3, fifth column.)
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BELCIMS QUIT
AT BEERSVILLE,

Men Claim They Were Prom-
ised Big Money to Come
to Canada.

ONLY GOT $1.50 PER DAY

Twenty-four of Them Now at Monc-
ton En Route to Sydney to Try
Their Luck—0Others Will Come to
St. John and Depart to Their
Homes in Belgium. -

Moncton, Feb. 18—(Special)—A party of
twenty-four Belgians arrived in town this
afternjoon from Beersvil.e, where they have
been working in the Imperial Coal Com-
pany’s mine. The Beigians are on etrike
for higher wages and are en route for Syd-
ney to.try their luek in Oape Breton col-
lieres.

The Belgians say they were brought td
Oanada under misrepresentation. They
were toid by the steamship agents they
would get from $3 to $4 per day but they
have oy been getting $1.50 per day at
Beensville mine. They have worked near-
ly a month at $1.50 but have now de-
manded more pay. The Imperial Coal
Company offered so much per ton but the
men refused this offer and left the mine
yesterday.

About fifty men altogether were at work
at Beensville.

Some of the Belgians are so dissatisfied
with the condition of things compared
with. what, they were told that they will
return home via St. John.'

LIVELY TILT IN CONGRESS
0k PHILIPPIRES.

Washington, Feb. 18.—The house today
passed the fortifications appropriation bill.
The Philippine question was the subject
of a brief but epirited discussion while
the bill was under comsideration.

An item ip the bill provided for fortifi-
cations in the insular pomsessions. Mr.
Smith (Dem., Ky.) proposed an amend-
ment to preclude the mse of any part of
the appropriation for fortifications in the
Philippines, holding that an expenditure
of the sum mecessary properly o fortify
the islands was not warranted until the
future of the archipelago shall have been
determined.

Party alignment on the proposition im-
mediately followed, Mr. Williams (Miss.),
the minority leader, taking up the fight
for amendment. He said the dominant
power had not yvet declared iteelf as to the
future of the islands and that he did not
want the lesson taught that ome peopie
might rule another people.

Mesas. Payne (N. Y.) and Smith (Towa)
on the Republican side, seconded Mr. Lit-
tauer (N. Y.) who wus in charge of the
bill, in opposition to the amendment, de-
claring that it wae the duty of this gov-
ernment to afford protection to the peo-
ple of the Philippine jslands. By a strict
party vote of 80 to 82, the Smith amend-
ment was lost.

Mr. Robinson (Dem., Ind.) made an un-
successful effort to secure an amendment
to prevent the use of amy portion of the
money appropriated for experimental pur-
poses for Lang'ey airship experiments.

The general debate on the bill developed
into a political discussion. Mr. Hill (Rep.,
Conn.) started it by asking what Demo-
cracy stands for, addressing himself chiefly
to Mr. Williams (Miss.) and taking occa-
sion to eriticize the Democratic aswign-
ments on the committees, which had beea
made on the recommendation of the minor-
ity leader. Mr. Willams assumed full re-
sponsibility for the apportionment among
the minority and comparison of conditions
mnorth and south resulted. Mr. Wade
(Dem., Iowa), predicted that the Demo-
cratic party will be vietorious in the com-
ing campaign and declared the west fav-
ored tariff revision:

JARY VESSELS LOCKE
AT VIEDARD HAVER

Drift lce Heaviest of the Winter--
Schooner Beaver Rescued by a
Tug. N
Vineyard Haven, Feb. 18.—The drift ice

in Vineyard and Nantucket Sounds was

heavier today than at any time this win-
ter, and two vessels were brought into

quin after they had been dragged some
distance by ice fields. The Algonquin
picked up-the schooner Beaver, New Lon-
don for Halifax, off Tarpaulin Cove last
night and anchored her in the harbor here
today. The schooner Agnes Manning, Phil-
ade'phia for Portland, was aleo assisted
o a safe anchorage by the ‘Algonquin.
There were in port -lere tonight a
barque, fourteen sechooners, eleven tugs
and twenty-bwo barges, all ice bound, and
some of the vessels have been here for sev-
eral weeka.
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port today by the revenue cutter Algon- ]

legeaph.
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NO OUTSIDERS NEED
APPLY AT BALTIMOR!

There Is Only Enough Work for
Their Own People.

Hundreds of Mechanics Coming in From
Other Plzces—Insurance Men Think Their
Losses Now Will Not Be Over $40.
000,000.

Baltimore, Feb. 18—The currents of
financial rand = general commercial busi-
ness flowed more smoothly in Baltimore
than on any day since the great conflagra-
tion. It was not until the last day or two
that the banks began to send out drafts
on local firms in their hands for collec-
tion. 'I'he bankers reported today that
where bills of lading were attached the
drafts were promptly met, and that of
all drafts sent out about eighty per cent.
were paid. - Matured notes were also re-
ported as being paid. ‘

Insurance experts were in an optimistic
frame of mind today over the prospect
that the aggregate insurance loss will be
considerably smaller than was first ex-
pected. They are now quite confident that

| the loss caused by the conflagration will

not exceed $40,000,000 and that it will not
be under $32,000,000.

It now seems certain that at least a
half dozen streets in the heart of the
business sec.ion of Baltimore will be
widened before rebuilding on them is al-
lowed. The only likely obstacle will be a
lack of money and the finding of tae
necessary funds was the problem which
is engrossing the attention of Mayor Me-
Lane and his municipal associates. .

The authorities here report that unem-

are flocking from other points to this city
by the hundreds and indications are that
the volume will steadily increase from
day to day.

The autnorities have requested the Asso-
ciated Prees to send out a warning that
there is only enough work here to give
employment to ‘Baltimore workmen, and
that the home workers will be awarded
the prefeterice in every instance.

In the state legislature today a joint
resolution was introduced calling upon the
United States senators from Maryland to
secure from congress an abatement of the
tariff on all building materials imported to
the United States and used in rebuilding
the fire swept section of Baltimore.

The continued cold weather has intensi-
fied bad conditions on Ohesapeake Bay.
The harbor is frozen over, and a great
many steamers are tied up at the wharves.

[URKISH TROOPS ROUT
ALBANIANS WITH
~ GREAT SLAUGATER

Salonica, Feb. 18.—The Albanians who
were besieging Shemsi Pasha (who, with
2 500 Turkish troops and three guns, were
yesterday reported to be besieged by 20,-
000 Albanians at Babajhosi, between Dia-
kova and Ipek) have been routed, lowing
800 men Ikilled and wounded. The Turk-
i:h lceses are eaid to be heavy. Five ad-
ditional battalions of troops have been or-
dered to Veriwsovich (31 miles north of
Uskub.)

BALKAN SITUATION
(ONSIDERED SERIOUS:

Rome, Feb. 18—The situation in the
Balkans, especially since the revolt of the
Albanians in the district of Diakova, prov-
ince of Ipek, is considered here to be
serious. .

1t is declared that Austria has 30,000
men ready to invade Albania, but if such
a anove were made Italy would consider it
as disturbing the balance of power on the
Adriatic and most detrimental to her in-
terests there. j

Maine Jail Damaged $6,000 by Fire.

Auburn, Me., Feb. 18—The jail work-
ghop and contents were partially consumed
by fire tonight. The loss on the building
is estimated at $6,000; on the stock, $2,-
000, covered by insurance. The blaze
caught around the boiler. :

A

ployed persons, particularly -mechanics, i
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'Moncton Notion
Abandoned.

Such is the Opinion in Mont-
real Rallway Circles of the
G. T. P. Modifications—
Grand Trunk Shareholders
to Meet in London and Dis-
cuss Changes in Contract.

Montreal, Feb. 18—(Special)-—The Her-
ald tomight says the English ehareholders
of the Gramnd Trunk railway will hold a
meeting in London soon to consider the
draft of the modified agreement between
the government and the Grand Trunk
Pacific for the comstruction and operation
of the tramscontinental road.

The draft of the new: agreement has
been prepared and while no official infor-

" mation as to the changes made in the con~ @ |

tract can be given out until it has been
submitted to the meeting in London, it is
learned that the changes will not be f
sweeping in their effect.

In raisnay circles it is said that 8t. John
will be chosen as the eastern termminuws in-
stead of Moncton.

(W TRURSHICK QB /2
UP N SUPREME COURT

 Twy Cases Argued Thursday, and

Travers vs. Casey Next on the
“List

Ottawa, Feb. 18— (Special)—In the su:
preme court today. argument in the case
of Wood vs, Leblanc was concluded and
judgment reserved.

Miller vs. Robertson was the next, heard.
In that ~®sse “the ':respondent, Miller,
brought suit in equity for a declaration as
to the title to a shore lot in Bathurst.
The equity court sent the case to be tried
by & jury, which resulted in a verdict for
respondent and the full court refused a
new trial. The defendant appealed from
the decree against him in the equity court
pursuant ‘to the verdict. The argument
was not concluded today. Gormully, K.
C., for appellant; Teed, K. C., for respon<
dent.

"I'ravers vs. Casey, concerning the will
of the late Roman Catholic Bishop of St.
John, will be argued next.
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§0 IMERICAN SLWE

TRADERS I PHILPRRES

Secretary Taft Stamps the Report
False, But Admits the Moros Ars
Doing Something in That Line.

Washington, Feb. 18—In answer to &
communication from William C. Dodge, in-
quiring into the reported existence of
slavery in the Jolo Islands and enclosing
newspaper clippings alleging that Ameri-
cans were the slave dealers, Secretary Taft
has written the following letter:—

“The statement with respect to slavery,
in" the Philippines is an outrageous lie.
There are no Americans engaged in the
save trade at all. There has been in the
past some kidnapping by the Moros of
the hill tribes, but this has been sup-
pressed and there is little of it now.
General Wood, with the approval of the
Philippine commission, is using every en-
deavor to suppress slavery throughout the
Moro province to which it is almost whol-
ly. confined.”

TELEPHONERLIEMEN
= TO,WEAR SHOWSHOES

London, Ont., Feb. 18.—The local man-
ager of the Bell Telephone Company has
cent to Montreal for snowthoes for line-
men. The company frequently has had to
gend men out with horses and cutters o -
country places, only to find the roads im-= °

passable; hence the unusual request.

KING EDWARD’'S WARM
TRIBUTE TO ROBERTS.

His Majesty Expressed Deep' Regard in Bidding Farewell to
His Field Marshal, and He Asked All Ranks to Profit
By the Example of His lllustrious Career.

London, Feb. 18—A special army order
was issued this afternoon in which King
Edward takes leave of Lord Roberts as
Commander-in-chief of the army. The or-
der is dated Buckingham Palace, and in
it the King says:

«T desire, on behalf of my army, to ex-

press my deep regret in bidding farewell
to .Field Marshal Earl Roberts, K. G,

\V.-_ ., who zetired from active employ-

-

ment upon relinquishing the high office of
commander-in-chief, which will not again
be filled. I am unable to part with my
commander-in-chief without returning to
him publicly my thanks, and those of the
army he commanded, for the invaluable
services he has rendered the empire.

“T ask all ranks to profit by the ex«
ample of hig illustrious career and his
single-minded dqvotion to his sovereign

and country.”
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