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A Talk With the Mayor. |
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Progress representative had s chat with
Sears about the Indisntown velief

on Thursdsy and the facts that his
Zvorship gave shows that much arduous work

bt bas been done, the expenditures made
- with great cere and the accounts of the re-
//geipts snd disbursement have been care-

fully kept. ¢

The mayaer is cheirman and tressurer of
the fund but he has always made it a point
mot to make any important payments with-
«out consulting either the alderman of the
ward in which the applicant lives or the

.~¢ -elergyman to whose church ke or ske be-

long.

The city grant of $2 500 has all been
expended except & few dollars but a con-
siderable portion of the sum given by the
British bank and the citizens still remsin
in the Baok of B. N. A. The sum is
about $1,500. Now bow to distribute
this with tairness to sil parties is & d flicult
matter in the opinion of the mayor. He
bas offered relicf in all cases wherever
the same has bteen recommended by &
north end clergymen or an slderman wko
bas inquired into the circumstances, but
he says that there are many applicants who
do not need relicf but who think they bave
the ssme right to a share in the funds as
their neighbors. For example, 8 man who
bad $1500 insurance on his property was
far more pressing for his share of reliet
than a neighbor who had not & cent on
bis emall bouse snd furpiture—who was
too poor to pay the premiums and was
poor to poverty after e had lost bis all.
Yet the insured men kept pressirg his
clsim until, finally, the committee gave
his wife $25 to replace her clothes.

Some o} ministers bave belped the

msyor out by giving bim all the informe-
tion they had and telling him and the com=
mittee “who they bad -mmisted by the
eburches would not do this'and the commit-
tee was at s loss what to do because they
knew bundreds of dollars had been sub-
scribed tor the members.
& One minister who bas given all the aid
possible to the committee said at Christmas
that some of those burzed out peeded as
g stance aud he made so good & case thtt
he got $150 to spend as bel‘thought ,best.
He turned in the scoount next week and
the same has been attached to the check
stub showing just how the money was
spent.

The mayor says he is at a loss bow to
dispose of the rest of the fund, but thinks
e will hand it over to a small committee
of north end citizens who will dispose of it
as the ocoasion srises. Tte accounts of
the fund so far as it has been spent will be
made up as soon s possible and submitted.

i A

That Sleigh Drive Fracas.

A man who refused to give his name,
but who he claims was the person “‘meant”
in an item published in last week’s issue of
this paper headed «Wanted to Show His
Science,” called at PROGRESS cffice Wed-
nesdsy and wished that some sort of an ex-
planation be made of the fracas in the car
sheds Thursdsy mornirg after the conduc-
tors and motormen’s sleigh drive. The
ipan says be was the person who fought
<ith the motorman slleged [to have been
80 brutally treated and claims that both
ot at Neweomb’s and coming in in the
sleigh he was struck by tte other fellow,
but took no notice of the blows for peace
gske. He most particularly asserts that
his treatment of the injured molorman
was provoked, although those who werd
esip gt the finish” have their owo opinionis
as to'the fairness of the big tellow’s fightir g

forage csp. Each carried & small Care-
dian fisg. On tre fop of esch staff was’
the motto, The Home Guards. The ides
was clever and appropriate and wss admir-
ally carried out, the four young Iadies tkat-
ing in line perfect adlignment keeping time
to the music and otherwise bearing them-
relves as model guard should.

Poor old battered Ladysmi h could not
heve been better represented than she was
and the pbrase placard carried ‘i'm epgeg-
ed to Buller’ was at once suggestive and
mirth provoking.

Mansger Armstrong deserves 8 lot of
credit for the management ot bis work,
the splendid music provided by his own

the Kizk's « ffi sial list for mary s twelve
month as well ss some of the chiefest post

tions of respect in the d instion pro-
vincially, including that of Modarator of
the St. John Presbytery. No wond g
that he was roffled at this seeming show
of 1houghtlersuese, nor did he mince words
with his churck-going brethen and sisters
in letting them know it. Boldly be spoke
torth his mind and good wholesome Scotch
comment was it. The dissstisfied member
s-emed to fe] keenly the appsrent lack of
appreciation of his past devoted s¢ 1vices
a d his words told it clesrly.

s“Ju t Like New Yor k."”

A stranger arriving ip St. John by rail
way and lesving the drpot sny of thise
evenings would at first be led almort to
think tbat be had struck New York,
instead of modest little St. Jobn Forlo !
betore bis upli'ted gsza towers the gigan-

band and the comfortable quarters enjoyed
by his patrons.

iR e L
Stampeding Thestre Goers.

St. John people get the credit of being
most sppreciative of any good thing in the
line of theatricals or opers, but there is
certainly one thing they have yet [to Jearn
and that is to be polite enovgh to keep
their seats in the Opers House until the
drop of the curtain in the last sct. Tris
noisy ill-mannered jumping to the feet and
preparing to leave, while the supposed last |
lines are being spoken by the players bas t
been particularly indulged in during the
last few weeks and especially last week. |
The Valentine Company is undoubtedly ‘
the firest reen in St. John for many years
and their audiences are growing larger each
week, but to have their work marred at
the last moment by an almost general
rush for the door, as if the root were
about to cave in, bas been a source of
much discouragement and annoyance to
them, sltbough these dramatic ladies
and gentlemen bave refrained from
making sny snnouncement to that eff-ct.
Fridsy night . .week sgo.  the. snte-
cu:tsin stsmpede was fo annoying that
the players had to stop speaking and
frequently individual members of the
company bad to suspend talkirg their
« ines” to let some badly bred boye, or
perbaps older ones, have their little lingu
istic fling in the,seats overhead. In Hali-
fax the audience sits the performance con-
tentedly out snd then loyslly rises to the
music of the National Anthem, only pre
paring to leave when the last notes of it
are sounded, but here in eqally loyal 8.
Jobn, the thoughtless class dominate and
everything is spoiled before the show is
over. There are lots of street cars running,
even after s late pertormance, the Fair-
ville busses sre bound to wait, and the
ferry does not lesve till nearly 11 80, so
there is mo good resson why such an an-
poying disturbsnce should be so invariably
made. Surely the Opers Houss manage-
agement can remedy this long standing
delect! A motice such as the “No
Smoking?” placards would briog it about,
even it the measure is somewhat heroic.

Judge Tuck Encw Them Both-

Durirg tbe progress of & little legal
squabble, Clarke vs. Miller, in the Circuit
Court on Tuesdsy last the opposing
countel, Hon. C. N. Skinner, city Record-
er, and Hon. Wm. Pugeley, M. PP,
indulged, as legal gentlemen often do, in
s passage of words not exactly up to the
gospel standard, of brotherly love, Hon.
Pugsley accuted Hon. Skinner of having
very suddenly and for convenience sake
changed his mind. Chief Justice Tuck
from bis bench ruled that M. Skiuner-had

a pertect right to do so it behed 20 desired, |

whereupon the honorable M P. P, bétly
suggested that it was not the first time the
Recorder had seen fit to do so. This ired

tic grain el.vator with its bundreds of

—

electrically lighted wicdows, growing
smaller toward the top, srd volumes of
smoke pouring irom the tkyscrapirg
chimney in the rear. It bas only been o
short time since the monster granary has
had its lighting appsratus in running
order, and nowadays ag soon ss it grows
dusk the buticns sre pressed and for wiles
around the big building sbines out a thihg
of beauty. To those not used to such
sights the effect is imposing; in fact char-
acteristic offhe great American metrop-
olis, with its whole blccks of o'ertowering
structurss aglow.
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It will not surprise many of those wko
were present at the fire which destroyed
the tapnery of Mcassrs Peters, to learn that
1he firm is rot satisfied that the most was
done that should have been done on that
occasion to protect their propert) from
destr: ction

The ‘commert of the immense crowd
there was not complimentsry to the water'
tupply, « nd yet it wis not understocd why
there should have been ary scarci'y at
that part of the vity. Later in the ever-
ing there was an abundance of water but
that was after the epgine hid turned om
tte supply from anotber part of the city.

It sppears that Mesars. Peters learncd
after the destruction of their tarnery that,

a considerable portion ot the water supply
that hsd been in that s'reet for many years
bad been turned to snother part of the
city and, maturally, they were indignant
over the matter. Then the stories of the
delsy in getting water on the fire circu-
lated, and the result is that on Thursday
theic solicitors, Messrs Hanington & Han-
ington sent a letter to the Mayor snd
Common council asking that s committee
should meet with Mesers. Peters, repr. =
sentatives and discuss the quelation of
damages.

Mr. William Puogsley is counsel for
Messers Peters and it is underatood that he
considers the case a good one. It is not
likely that the city will re cogn'ze the clsim
at all but if it does nct at the end of two
weeks ProGRESS learned that a writ would
be iseued. The dam: ges are pliced at &
large amount*

It s suit is breught by Messrs. Peters
there is no doubt tbat the public will get
more informstion sbout the water supply
than hss ever been given. The underwri=
ters would welcome such an inquiry and
Procress understands that s versl large
business houses are so much concerned

i

. They Want Damages.
W
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owners were mot notified then Messre.
Peters have a good claim.
A Bewitdered Uhloaman,

A Chipaman boarded a Paradise Row
car at the transfer junction late the other
night, but his extremely limited knowledge
of the Anglo Saxon tongue procured for
hum a tour of the branch electric line and
return, all for the one fare. With a con-
tinuous smile on his face and an occasional
attempt at peering out the thickly frosted
wirdows he sat contentedly in the trolley
vebicle ; not making any move to get out
as the various ‘‘washee shops” were pssted
o ‘wn. When the conductor questioned
him as to his destinaticn he mumbled a
mixup of sounds, far worse than a Boer
mlitary command. Consequently the
Celestial was carried as fer as the head of
King street and thcn the motorman hit
upon a clever ides. He invited the knight
of the tub and flatiron into his caboose and
as each Chinese laundry was passed stop-
ped the car and presented it to bis pigtail
companicn for indentification. At last the
right place was found on Brussels street
near Haymarket Square and with the most
gracious of Orientsl bows and scrapings
the *heathev’ stepped overboard end into
his abode, just as an elderly-lockirg Chioa-
man peered out the laundry door anxiously
enquiring as to the whereabouts of his
uncitified charge at that ly hour of
the day. At lesst, that is what the car
passengers thought he was say ing although
none of them would swear to it. §

Rl ST
But §he Kept on Wasbing.

Thdre was a thight fire the other day at
poon in the kitcten of the Tremont Howe
on Charlotte street, and the crowd follow-
ed the firemen!in the alleyway to the rear
of the totel, surrounding the back enter-
atice and peered in the ground floor win-
dows. ' Well there was notbing very newsy
about this, but the indefatigable «fforts of
& washerwoman in the kitchen to get ber
washing finished was s source of much
amusements to the crowd. Despite the
presence of the rubber coated firemen and
the abhorrable hose, she rubbed away on
the washboard without lifting her head and
as unconcerned as it she was all alone,
and nothing of an exciting nature was go-
ing on atall. All the rest of the botel
help was in a panic. It may have been
tbat this nervy mistress of the sosp and
washbosrd saw the golden opportunity
afforded to advertise berself as s hustler,
or maybe she was turning out some linen
for that day’s dinner table at a etesm laun-
dry gait, who knows P At any rate her
lavatorial exercise under such peculisr
circumstances made many smile.

A Mye erious Cable,

A good story is being told of a cable
that csme to a sbipping concern from their
London sgents announcing the capture of
Spion’s Kop. The cable read ““Spion’s
Kop Captured.” Now the clerks of this
concern are busy people and, all intent
upon freights, charters etc. they thought
this was s code cable, the same as many
they are constantly receiving. So out
came the code books but no
meaning could be made out of
the words. The heed of the firm was con-
sulted, then his brother, but the meaning
was no clearer. At last another gentle-
man connected with the cffice dropped in
and learning what was the dffi sulty read
the cable.

«Can't'you read English” be said with &
laugh, *‘Buller bas captured Spion's Kop."”
The joke{was too good to keep and it was
out almost as soon as the news was sent to

FPrc aRESS gets st the irside facts
in the weather clerk’s office and
finds out more about this remark-

the bulletins of the evening papers.
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\3 actics. At any rate one men less is work- | Mr. Sxinper, but before he bad time to

jig on the street railway service and the | anewer the dash of sarcasm His Honor e e s,

)

whole service is down good aud bard on
that one man.

S SRS
Hsppy 1des That Did Not Win.

The Neptune Rowing Club carmval on
Wednesday night in the old Victoria was
 success a8 it always bas been. The
sttendsnce was_ splendid and costumes
meny snd in the main original. The pro-
moters of the cernival bad snnounced the
judges beforeband & course which was sub-
§: cted to criticism which did not less: n when
the awsrds were given. A good msjority
of the apectators were much pleased with
filustration of the happy phrase. «The

" Home Guards, four young, ladies, grace-

British colors wearing s small {Usion Jack
Fas I : J

observed{tbat as far as the ‘changing of
minds” was concerned there were & pair of
them and they bad better sheke hands on
it. Needless to say the sacred silence of
the chsmber of judgement was consider-
ably shattered. :

R S A,
Told What He Thought of Them.

‘One evening last week the congregation
of the most influential 1'resbyterian church
in the city met to elect ¢ flicials for the ensu-
ing year, butthey did not escape the wrath
of one of their most promincnt brethren
whose name was not down for any of the
chufch ‘offices. so liberally distributed.
This was en uousual thing too, for the
stiunch member in question bad enjoyed
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ably easy winter,
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and work,
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BERT FINNAMORE.

of Frederictor, sged 21, makes a model type ofa
asoldier, Hewas for several yearsa 7lst. battalion
redcost snd slso with the Ariiliry. He went
awsy with the Newcastle Contingent for Sou h
A'rics,

about it that they even offered to share in
the expense of the suit.

However the matter has not reached th. ¢
stage snd it msy not. Those who olaim to
know something of such things say that the
city does not guarintee to protect property
from fite and that a claim for dameges is
absurd. On the other hand it is said it the
supply of water that has been ‘on the street

was withdrawn or lessened snd property
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Paes 16.~8hort story and births
snd d !

honorsble, bu! narenumerative positicns (o
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Umbrellas Wade, Be-oovered, Repoired

Ducal 17 Waterioo: :

Mr. Bell, and bis black sheep, who were
in town}last week, were the subject of &
conversation by s couple of young ladies
in Yarmouth. Mr. Bell tells the story of
the conversation to the Yarmouth Times as
‘oflows: ‘He was standing near the Royal
Opers House snd overheard a couple of
youog ladies conversing. One asked the
other, *Haye you seen the black sheep P
*Which cne ' replied her companion.’ The
Times says that Mr. Bell, whose com-

is very swarthy,” ‘was greatly
amused st the jokes at bis expense.” The .
same remark was made by s couple in
Aunnspolis, but the meaning was of & dif-
ferent mature than what the, Times sug-
gests.—Annapolis Spectator.




