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THE CONVENTION AND THE
UNION QUESTION

Thas week of the Massescrr avp Visttor may be

segarded s o Convention sumber.  We were able to give
last week o eepeat of Saturday’s proceedmgs and a brief
wevomnt of the Sunday services.  In this wsue the report is
pesied with the' opeming of Convention Monday moming
and carned tHaough to s close.  As was expected, the

ipurstion of un hetween the two Baptist bodies occupied

the 4 o vei e wstiferable leasth The interest in the

i ganion of the question wias sery keen, and in view of the”
mipettece o the  subjedt and the general and deep
et W which, dou'thess, it regarded throughout

e desisnnimatoon tues been thought well, in our report of
the Comwention s piroceedings, 1o give the discussion special
(TR A e batun g ot was of course mpractic
ke, Dot woe | that the st of what was said in the
coprsr of the da som bas been faiely given,and we  feel
thiat we 10 eliilate our readers on thie fact that the
duty of ey

wnn he i

his hastorn sestion  of the Jonvention

of vme whe possessed the rare faculty ol

wow amnpehoety g difBe it a task with sofull & measure of
Bk

As-the Musse BN A \ yoRk has frem the first favored
weid dvswated the proposel for union, it s of course very
grat fying ¢ tht the proposal et with so cordial and
waasimons cndorenent in the Convention, Tt is true that
ab wdopted by the Copvention the sbasls of  union was
amended 0 espeict to two ol dts articles,  that s to say,

t

cmitting art sidd changiog b of art 16, 1t can

bardly be posible, we suppose, that auy) ree Baptists would

object to these changes, and i d it would seem to us al
together probable that the basis as amended by the Conven
tion would be generally more acceptable 1o Free Baptists, as
well as 1o Baptists -

No doubt a considerable number of brethren in both de-
nominations, who have been deeply interested in promot.
ing the union, would have preferred that the Convention
should adopt the baws without amendment, since any
change i the basis invelves the necessity of opening up
the question again in the Free Baptist Conference, and of
course it is possible that Conference might not vote as un_
antmously for union this year as it did last year. Such a
result, however, would seem altogether improbable, and if
the Canference should declivge union it certainly could
hardly be on the ground that the “basis of union” was not
acceptable It would rather indicate that, apart
from  qwestions  of doctrine and polity, a suflicient-
ly stromg rentimentin favor of union had not y&(bcen de-
veluped 10 the Free Dut there appears to be
good reason (o believe that there is really a prevailing senti-
meat in favor of unton among our Free Baptist brethren
and that the response of the Conlerence will be as heartily
favorabile us that of the Convention has been.

I the Counlerence shall endorse the amended basis of
woon, that of course will not mean that the two bodies
will B by victue of the action taken, organically one. But
the wction of + anvention and Conference would be fairly
wmterpreted as ndcatng that throughout the two bodes
there s a devive Lor union sufliiently general and strong to
measures to bring about an orgacic
¢ tw « bodies without unnecessary delay.

Baptist body

justaly the taking of
uaion between 11

*
. -

Convention Notes.

We think it well to print the following outline of the
scheme presented by the committee, through Dr. Gates, for
the uniting of the two Baptist bedies and the organization
It wasnot a part of
the report ond was  rad as #tentative plan for use in case
the basis of union should be accepted by the two bodies.

New Brunswick, would if the plan found favor have ten
district weetings  The churches in these would form an as-
sociation. The ministerial members of the association
waald form & minister’s conference.

In applying the scheme of union the following points
might be ebyecsed

i Thmhtudoﬁmolﬂnchmdu would pn-

for associated work of the \lumhrs
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serve their former status or rank in the united denomination

2. The relief funds of the two bodies—Would be amal-
gamated on a basis that would give one footing to the
participating ministers of both parties.

3. The bodies would preserve their present covenants.

4. Contiguous churches of the two bodies would be free
to unite as they pleased.

5. Questions in regard to the redistribution would be
settled by a joint committee..

6. The titles to property would nppenam to the same
churches and boards as they now do.

8. The general funds of both bodies would merge in a
common general fund.

. No board would be required to withdraw funds from
any object to which it was now applying it.

10. The corresponding women's societies and boards
should amalgamate

11, The young people’s societies would federate in a
maritune unon,

12, The titles of the presiding officers of the district
meeting aswociaticn and convention would be respectively,
chairman, moderator rnd president

e umted Maritime lhph\é body would have a biennial
convention. o closing he said the Baptists would then
enter upon a new ern of suc ess,

Thie discussion of the upion question was for the - most
part in good spint; but there was not time enough for all
to speak who desired to do so As the evening advanced
the question was almost forced to be taken when brethren
who wishied for further consideration of the subject had no
opportunity to speak 1t would haye heen bettor il the
subject had been placed earlisr on the progranune fut it
is miuch easier for a committee of arrangements to ree alter
the event what'would have been desirable than it is to k Hw
in advance what'to do

The Convention wis more careful than usual to vote on
reports of the auditors and to  discuss these reports.  As
auditor of the report of the traasur r of the board of gover
nors, Bro. Joba Nalder afliomed in words what he had
written,  Convention uppreciates Dro. Nalder's services
.# It was & great addtion to the services 10 have Mres. 111
at the organ to lead in uplifting music sed singing of
hyimns,  The opening session wus of & more’ worshiplul
character than it has olten possessed

The meeting on Sunday alternoon addressrd by Rev. A
|, Vining aod Rev. H, F. Adams was considernd af greut
power. Convention has anear o hear these brethren. Do
Vining is welcome to these provinces.  We understand he
will soon visit England where we bespeak for him a cordial
reception and such assistance as frends may be able to give
for the work in the North West

A largs number took part in the discussions, It has been
impossible to report all that was said Probably a consid
erable number of brethren who took part have not been
named in our reports.  Dut theit words have boen ellactive
all the same. |
1. Armstrong, Rev. T. A Dlackadar, Rev. ¥. ¥, Bishop
Rev. 1. M. Baird, Rev. H Bool, Rev, A Chipman, Rev. §
H. Cornwell, Rev. O, N. Chipman, Rev. H. Carter, Rev. W
E Carpenter, Rev. F. I} Davidson, Rev. ¥, O, Etti, Rev.)
T. Eaton, Rev. Ward Fisher, Rev, P. R. Foster, Rev. B. 8
Freeman, Rev. |. W. Gardiner, Rev. M. C. Higgins, Rev
C. H. Haverstock, Rev. W. H. Jenkins, Rev. A E
Ingram, Rev. R. B. Kinlay, Rev. E. E. Locke, Rev. G. A
Lawson, Rev. J. A. Marple, Rev. E. B. McLatchy, Rev. C. §
MclLearn, Rev. W. ]. Rutledge, Rev. F. E. Roop, Rev. W. A
Snelling, Rev. J S. Spidell, Rev. H. S. Shaw, Rev E. 1
Steeves, Rev. C. S. Sterns, Rev W..S. Ledford, Rev L.J
Tingley, Rev. A. H. Whitman, Rev. C. P. Wilson, Rev. F
M. Wilson, Rev. F. M. Young.

A number of the brethren preached on Sunday to chur che,
of which they were formerly pastors, Dr. Gates preached
at Windsor, Rev, W. F. Parker and Rev. H. F. Waring at
Emmanuel church, Truro; Rev. M. W. Brown preached at
East Mountain, North River and Nutby stations on the
Onslow field on which he labored successfully several years.
Professor Keirstead preached at Onslow west and Belmont,
where he spent a college vacation. It is pleasing to note
the continued interests of pastors in their old churches and
of churches in their former ministers The reporter of the
MgessENGER AND VisITOR was beseiged with enquiries about
the health of the Rev. Dr. Black, editor of the paper during
the last fourteen years. Dr. Black’s absence from Conven-
tion was regretted by all. . Testimonies as to the value of
his writings are abundant. The reporter wasable to assure
enquirers that Dr. Black is under competent medical treat-
ment, that he is availing himself of the best that modern
science can prescribe for the ills to which flesh is subject,
that he has the great care of a good wife, and that it is
hoped a little time will restore him to the physical vigor
needed for his onerous and influential service.

Regret was expressed that no Baptist Institute was held
this year The brethren want an opportunity for diseussion
of speculative and practical questions relating to the life of
the hody. It was explained that the committee of the In-
stitute tried to get some distinguished men from abroad.
Correspondence extended over so longa period that suf-
ficient time was not left to arrange for lectures by Maritime
men. It is felt by many, however, that we should not rely
on foreigners, but respect ourselves and give our young

Among the ministers present were . Rey. |
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they lead their flocks into green pastures and beside the
still waters.

Truro is a good place for Convention. It is central in
position, easily reached, a compact pretty town, is full of
good prople possessed by the spirit of good fellowship.
Members of sister denom inations live on good terms with
the Baptists and are ready to give more than “three loaves”
to their friends for refreshment of visitors whether the call
comes at noon day or at midnight,

The members of Convention  were very regular in their
attendance. They did not go oft sight seeing but attended
to their duties, The MessEncEr AND VisiTor would like to
think this was due to what we published on this subject
But we are a little afraid to f:el too happy over it. Pro-
bably the elopuence of the large body of learned men present
and the general attractiveness of the programme accounts
for the full house.”

Certainly the members did not attend the meetings be-
cause there was no other place to go. Beautilul drives parks,
mountain scenery, educational institutiors, experimental
farms, a 1d other attractions were all there, but they were
not seductive enough to entice the faithful from the Baptist
Parliament

The women had a large and enthusiastic meeting of their
own at Halifax. Nevertheless large numbers of them could
not kéep away from the meeting at Truro where the men
had things their own way. Did they wish to learn from
their husband’s, father's and others in Convention? Or did
they merely wish to see what was going on so as to secure
accuracy of their future judgments on “Men and things"
or was it their pure unselfish generosity that made them
willing by their presence to dispense “sweetness and light™?
Aoy way, brethren who were accompanied by their wives

seemed to say ‘What would Convention be without them ?"
Has any philosopher noted what a number of brillfant de-
voted charming women the Baptist denomination has among
its adherents g E.N.K

Convention.

Continued frem page 1

A on of Great Britain such & procedure would
At s a ic.  Dut our method probably shows more per-

wal int rest in the board’s work than the other methods
exhibit,  And the oflicers seem ready to be questioned for
the questioners get increased interest by getting more
details. Olten, howeier, the discussion of  details, espec

1ally when careied on mously by the same persons

EIOWE VETY W REsom eril sections were discussed by
e, Gates, ey 1 Hatchosiowm, Me G 8. Mclsam, o
Soley, Rev. | W, Porter, 1 v A Lawson, Rev, H, H
Suonders, Fo M King, Rev Hes Colpitts, 1oy, 1 H. Brass,

RN Beokwith

Bro. . D King ssked i it is the policy of the Board to
envourage specinl gifts w0 special objects. I Muanoing
snid it would perhaps be better 1o have no specinl gifts for
special olijects | but we must take thiogs as we hind them
and be glad o get gifts in soy form

The subject of Missionary Conferences for discussion of
Missionaty subjects was discussed by | Parsons, Rev. H G
Estabrooks, Rev. 1, A Corbett, Rev. ] H. Jenner and Rev
W. . Jenkins

Rev. H. ¥, Adams spoke of the good results of a con
ference in Truro in 18g8 when Rev, Dr. Barbour, Dr. Man-
ning, and others gave addresses. e said the fist Truro
church is the banner church on the Twentieth Century fund,
being pledged for $1200 to this object, (Applause) Some
of the brethren expressed their desire for the assistaoce of
representatives of the boards on. their fields. The Rev. 8.
Langille, however, suppressed all further remarks of that
kind by saying that for his own part he does the work so
well on his own field that there is no nee.l for the visit of a
secretary ! s

Rev. W. F. Parker asked about the use of the Twentieth
Century fund. The subject was discussed by Dr. Gates and
later by President Cumm ngs

Inasmuch as a large part of the receipts of this fund are
used for current expenses the question becomes pressing as
to how the expenses ate to be met when the fund has been

closed.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

Dr. E. M. Saunders read the report of the annuity board.
This fund obtains no money from the Twentieth Century
fund, nor is it allowed to make special appeals. It will
however, soon ask the permissuﬁn of the body to make such
an appeal. A bequest of $2,000 has been left Ly the late
Mrs. Allison Smith for this purpose. It will be paid in due
time. The fund should be, increased. Ministers’ wives
should see that their husbands are on the fund.

THE BAPTIST UNION QUESTION.

At 3 o'clock the report of the Committee on Ubiion with
the Free Baptists, consisting of Rev. G. O. Gates, D. D,
Rev. W.E. McIntyre and Rev. H. F. Adams, was read by
Rev. Dr. Gates. The report will be:found in another columa.
Dr. Gates moved and Rev. W. E. McIntyre seconded the
adoption of the report. In supporting his motion Dr. Gates
gave a full account of the history of the movement, he be-
lieved thnt the changes in the basis of union made by the
Free B. Confi at its meeting in October last do

pastors the task of | "_“‘ ions on great questions as

¥




