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TEXT OF REPORT
OF COMMISSIONERS

WHO INVESTIGATED

FISHERIES QUESTION:

RS

Purse Seines and Trap Nets Fally Con-
s’.dered—Recommendatlcns to
Minister.

e——

Times pub
Y -suminary

British Columbia
The text ¢f the re-

of

t d States
".1 the Amnlerican: waters of
nd. have the honor to-report as

commissioners (-;\:mn(_ izmjro the
fact that the changed condifions 1n such
industry as the vast salmon mdu.siry
on the Pacific Coast, domnpd a‘]terz'ltlo.ns
both in the methods of fishing afld in the
regudations generally. It is elear ﬂmt.
t trap-net—of which tlzr(_‘? or four
hundred are set on the Unifed Sta}es
shere—have induced & new phase which
lid not exist when the present regula-
ms were framed. It is undeniable that
] ~ portion of the salmon schools
oming in from the open sea th:‘ough
IFuca Sirait and making fo.r 'the I“raser
river, are caught by the United States
fraps. It is alleged that the cost of
these fish to the United States canners
is considerably less than the cost of the
fish caught by the Canadian fishermen
to the Canadian canners. In view of
this, the commission u}xanimously recom-
mends that: :
1. The use of purse seines be permit-
ted in British Columbia.

Purse Seines.

Purse seines are moveable, and can be
<o used as to capture the fish wherever
they may be moving, se that the Can-
adian fishermen would . be given mcreqsed
opportunities of taking the Fraser river
salmon before they reached the United
States limits. Purse.seines involye the
employment of . considerable labor, eight
or ten fishermen at least being required
to work a net, and it is possible for o
number of fishermen to combine together
to provide the tug and gear necessary for
working purse seines. Expensive me-
thods of fishing, such as trap-nets appear
inevitably to give a monopoly of the

fishing operations to capitalists and can-;

rers of means, thus placing the poorer
fishermen at a disadvantage. The use
of purse seines will, to’ some extent at
least, . meet thig difficplty., There ire
several points in favor of purse seines—
points upon which great stress was Iaid
in evidence before the commission:

(1.) The sa®mon will be caught on en-
tering the Straits of San Juan de Fueca.

{2.) The schools of fish will be broken
up and the present catches in traps less-
ened.

(3.) The British Coclumbia fishing sea-
con will be lengthened by two or three
weeks, because the fish will bhe caught
carlier,

(4.) White fishermen, rather than Japs
and foreigners, would be employed,

(5.) Purse seine privileges would be
available for all parties, and would not
be, monopolized by capitalists.

The commissioners would urge that the
act prohibiting purse seines be amend-
ed without delay, as that purse seines,
43 an experiment, can be granted this
summer,

Trap-Nets,

With regard to trap-nets, the commis-
sioners realize that the huge salmon traps
used on the United States shores ' are
most effective in taking fish in large
quantities and cheaply. Of course many
locations on the United States shores
aere found to yield poor returns, "and
there is a great variation in the succ¢ess
of trap-nets at different points. It is
by no means clear that-trap-nets can be
successfully operated generally on our
British Columbia shores, not only be-
cause the fish may mot move sufficiently
close in shore to be taken by trap-nets,
which run out from below low water
mark; but heavy seas and tides in many
places would endanger the safety of
these nets, which are extremely costly
both in regard to material and fixing
up. ¢
It is impossible to ignore the fact that
there is a large body of fishermen who
rely upon gill-netting, and who would be
wholly unable to take part in trap-net-
ting. These men fish generally in the
estuary of the Fraser river and out in
the Strait of Georgia, and might be
seriously affected by trap-nets, which
would intercept the salmon before they
could reach the ‘Strait of Georgia,

On the other hand, from a business
point of view, it seems reasonable to
grant to the British Columbia canners
the most efficicnt and economical me-
thods of fishing, such as are permitted
in the adjacent waters; but if trap-nets
are favorably considered, there are some

<etails which would require considera-

tion. Thus, it waeuld appear fair thats
2anners who have vast interests should

-without delay. These waters are distant

be placed on the same footing in re- |
gard to allotment of trap-net locations. |
Dissatisfaction and endless trouble would |
arise if any particular fishermen or par- |
ties were given the best locations, and |
other firms with large vested- intere t
were less favorably treated.’ It was s
gested that the government might opor~f
ate trap-nets ard supply the salmon at!
actual cost to the canners, while it was |
also suggested that the trap-net locations |
should be put up at auction; but both
ol these courses are olj:s tisnable.

Agzain, the commissioners are strongly
of opinion that -white labor should be
employed on such trap-nets, were they
allowed, and that Chinese, Japanese and
yther. foreign lahor should be discoraged |
or altogether prohibited, thus in any case, i
were this done, there would be a demand ;
for white labor, which would go to meet
the position to trap-nets of the white
fishermen,

Geographieal Limits.

Impertant witnesscs urged before the |
commission tliat if trap-nets and purse ;
seines were permitted, thiy should be

ined to the waters south of the 49th
lel. This was very strongly urged
-toria. The reason urged was that |
and fishermen in the southern
part of 1 Columbia had directly to
face the competition of the United. States
wore immediately affect-
n the canners and fishermen fur-

ther north,

The commissioners fail to see that such
a restriction would be fully justifiable,
and are of opinion (Nat purse seines
should be allowed in-all thd waters of

ritish €olumbia coast, as the industry
in the morthern portion of British Co-
limbia has really to face American com-
petition just as much as that in the
seuthern part of the province. If the
‘southern canners desire new methods of
fishing to cheapen the cost and meet
United States competition, the northern
canners have the same claim to cheapen
the methods of obtaining salmon.

This recommendation would apply also
to trap-mets, if in the opinion of the min-
ister these nets should be aliowed in our
Pacific wafers.

Boat-Pullers’ Permits,
The commissioners recommend that the
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boat-pullers’ permits, at present requir-
ed by law, be abolished.

The object of the permits was a good
cre. It was found that United States
and other foreign fishermen, being pre-
vented by our regulations from taking
out licenses and using a fishing boat in |
our waters, induced some British sub-
ject to take out the license, and they

were thus found fishing in our boats un- |-

der guise of beat-pullers. It was decid-
ed to prevent this abuse.the boat-pullers,
as well as the fishermen, should take out
a permit or license, granted only to
British subjects. This permit was grant-
ed at a nominal fee, and indeed was not
required in the case of Indians. A good
deal of friction, however, and difficulty
appears to have arisen from the boat-
puller's requirement, and in view of the
small advantage resulting, the commis-
sioners recommend that it should be
abolished.
Hatching of Salmon,

The commissioners cannot too strongly i
urge that the government extend as far
as possible the artificial hatching of
salmon aand increasing the supply of
these valuable fish in the waters north
of . the Fraser river. At Rivers Inlet,
the Naas river and at three or four.
other points in northern British Colum-
bia, salmon hatcheries should be erected

from the United States boundary, and
there is not the same danger of United
States fishermen appropriating our fish-
ery resources as is the case in Puget)
Sound. i
If the minister decides that two or|
three new hatcheries should be erected
immediately, in time for operation mnext
fall, the commissioner of fisheries could
be prepared te at once make detailed re-
poerts for the guidance of the minister.
In conclusion, the commissioners,
while laying before the minister the
main points whick came up for consider-
ation during the course of the commis-
sion, feel that in the case of some of
these points, the parties interested in the
salmon industry desire that some stéps
should be taken at once. The United
States canners are extending their oper-
ations and are doing their utmost to
injure the British Columbia salmon in-
dustry. This year they are making gi-
gantic efforts to immensely increase
their pack of fish, which the minister is
aware almost solely consists of Puget
Sound and Fraser river sakmon; but the
faet remains that there are a great num-
ber ‘of influential parties in British Co-
lnmbia who feel that caution and cir
cumspect action is absolutely necessary.
No doubt haste might work secrious in-
jury, and very deliberate steps on that
account would appear to be most justi-
fiable.
Respectfully submitted,
E. E. PRINCE,
Chairman,
RALPH SMITH,
GEO RILEBY,
A, MORRISON.

Major-General Robert 8. Baden-Powell,
the hero of Mafeking, visited the Military
Academy, West Point, on Saturday. A
salute was fi*fed in his honor, and after
witnessing an exhibition cavalry drili, the
general was escorted through the post by
the academy board.

IT CURES ALL OCREEDS.—Here are a
few names of clergymen of. different creeds
who are firm ‘believers in Dr. Agnew’s Ca-
tarrhal Powder to “live up to the preach-
ing” in all it claims. Bishop Sweatman,
Rev, Dr. Langtry (Episcopalian); Rev. Dr.
Withrow and Rev. Dr. Chambers (Metho-
dist); an@ Dr. Newman, all of Toronto,
Canada. Coples of their personal letters
for the asking. 50 cts. Sold by Jackson
& Co. and Hall & Co.—105. ’
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WELCH WINNER Y
" THE EXGHTH ROUND!

'HE OUTCLASSED HIS 1
RIVAL THROUGHOUT

|
—— |
|

' Was the Aggressor From the Start— '
Other Bouts—Basebali and
General Sport.

The glove contest between Mickey
Welch, of Australia, and lke Ruben-
| stein, of California, at the Savoy Friday !
! night resulted in favor of the former, |
{ who was declared the winuer in the |
j eighth round. A limit of fiften rounds
t the men were not
in the ring ve ng before it was quite |
apparent that the contest would be ter-
i minated considerably within that time.
| In fact Rubenstein was outclassed from
the very start, and was ready, to throw
up the spoage in the severth round.
Welch certainly didn't give him wmuch
i quarter, and had the fight lasted a round
| jonger the chances are the Californian
would have been counted out.

The snug little musie hall was crowd-

ed even before the preliminariese were
{ announced. Among the interested spec-
tators at the ring side was Sir Fred.
Carrington, while well-known citizens
were in evidence on every hand.

The first preiiminary was a four-round
go between Collie Hill and Mickey
O'Toole, Being a preliminary and the
| Incentive for a hard and fast bout lack-
ing the pair didn’t force matters very
auch, with the possible exception of the
second and tlird rounds, when Collie
converted his adversary’s face into 4
target at intervals just to show him
what he could do if the business justi-
fied. Hill also did some clever dodging.

W. F. Hall refereed the preliminary
bouts.

Tne prawny. tars, Jemmy Oakley, of
the Shearwater, and Tommy Todd, of
the flagship, then went at each other
in preliminary number two. The rivalry
between the pair was quite patent from
the commencement. Todd appeared té
be in better trim, the other having just
returned with his ship from the South,
and his time for training has therefore
heen very brief. Nevertheless the exhi-
bition was a good one with the honors
about even. Both these men fight in
splendid style. When a blow is struck
by one of them it doesn’t lack sincerity
or steam.. It generally counts. After
this bout the referee read a challenge
from Geo. Cupman, of the Grafton, ‘td
fight Oakley fifteen rounds with G-ounce
gloves for a stake from $50 upwards.
He wants the event pulled ®f within
three weeks. Oakley promptly accepted
the challenge on the condition that he
be allowed a month.

The next event was the piece de resis-
tance of the programme—the feather-
weight ehampionship - contest between
Welch and Rubenstein. Mickey, happy
as a fish in its native element, appeared
in the ring first and smilingly acknowl-
edged the outburst of applause with
which he was greeted. He was withal
as restless as a game cock, and waited
with some impatience the appearance of
his rival. A brief diversion was afforded
by the announcement of George Baker
that he would fight the winner.” Like a
flash Mickey was out of his corner with
the reply: “I'll accept that challenge, if
[ win.” He then subsided.

Rubenstein was tardy in arriving, Fi-

was agreed

ALBERNI PETITION.

Residents of That - District Desire to
Have Toronto Lumber Company
Kept to Regulations,

A. W, Neill, M. P. P., a few days ago
presented . a2 petition in the legislature
asking that body to recommend.to. the
government the enforcement of the re-
gulations in connection with the lease of
timber limits held by the Toronto &
British - ColJumbia Lumber Co. in.the
Alberni district. ' The petition is as fol-
lows.

To the Honorable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Province of British Columbia:
The petition of -the wundersigned

showeth:

That whereas the Toronto & British
Columbia Lumber Co. hold, and have
held sinee 1881, two timber limits in the
Alberni district, comprising 40,000 acres,
of ‘which the - annual - rental is now
$5,774:

That whereas in 1898 the company
was in arrears on these two limits alone
$17.740, and the government of that date
accepted a sum of $8,723 in full pay-
ment:

That whereas the reasons given at that
time for not exacting the full sum due
were: first; the unsatisfactory nature of
the timber industry and small demand
for limits; and second, that the company,
as a company, were insolvent and little
or nothing might have been obtained by
suing them, the sum compromised for
being paid by individual shareholders not
legally liable;

That whereas since 1898 the arrears
of rent have bezn aliowed, under suec-
cessive governments, to accumulate unt’l
in April, 1902, they amounted to $17,-
T4T:

That whereas the failure of the com-
pany either to operate a mill or develop

in apy way these limits, situated as they
are in the lieart of the district,-is a very
serious check to the'development of the
district and to the prosperity of the re-
sidents therein: e

That whereas thé reasons previously
given for compromiging with the .com-
pany are not now applicable, as it is
obviously an unsoung’policy to allow an
alleged insolvent comipany to accumaulate
further indobteduess’,, and it is a notori-
ous fact that the lumiber industry is not
now in a depressed, ¢ondition, but the
contrary, and that large limits in the
same district have . recently changed
hands at mtisfactory:ipric_es:

That whereas the , government have
recently advertised and offered for sale
all land, or even a pre-emptor’s interest
in land, on which taxes were due the
crown, and even in cages where the own-
ers or pre-emptors were only due a few
dollars for one year's taxes, it would be
entirely in keeping with such a policy for
the government to sell-the interest of the
company in the limitsfor the arrears of
rent, and the government would thereby
secure not only the argears of rent, but
also the probability -of receiving rent
therefor in future, and would greatly
benefit all classes of the community by
the active opening up and working of
these limits. ;

Therefore, your petitioners humbly
beg’' your honorable bedy to recommend
the government to -~immediately take
steps’ either to compel the company to
fulfil the terms of their leases, or to dis-
poseof the limits intdone or more lots
to parties ready and able to build and
operate a mill or mills* on the lands:

And we, your humhlle petitioners as in
duty bound, will ever pray, etc., etc.

John Best, George--H. Bird, John
Shirley Richardson and 89 others.

Mrs.. Good, of Cowichan, and G. H. Cow-
an, of Vancouver, are at the Balmoral.

MONEY ARRIVES,

Siost of the Sewer Loan Has Been Re-
ceived—Work in Progress.

The city treasurer has received $175,-
000 of the nioney raised under the Sewer

Loan By-Law for the extension and im-

provement of the sewer system. About
twenty-five thousand dollars more will
complete the sum borrowed. The deben-
tures were purchased_ almost at par by
Brent, of Toronto. They are redeemable
in fifty years, and bear interest at four
per cent,

In the meantime the work of sewer ex-
tension is proceeding briskly. As stated
in this paper some time ago the pro-
gramme provides for the inatguration of
the operations in the James Bay district.
About fifty men are now employed there,
and it is expected that double this num-
ber will be engaged in a short time.

et

The other day a butler cyeling towards
Nantwich, Emng., was knocked off his ma-
chine by a partridge which he disturbed in
the road flying into him so swiftly that it
broke its neck.

If It's Gatarrh,
Here is a Cure.

RBLIEF IN 10 MINUTBES.

Too many people daily with catarrh. It
strikes one like a thunderclap, develops
with a rapldity that no other disease does.
Dr. Agnew's Catarrhal ..Bowdernds "the
radical, quick, safe, and pleasam’t edre that
the disease demands. Use the means, pre-
vent its deep-seating and years of distress.
Pon't dally with catarrh. Agnew’'s gives
relief in 10 minutes.

Dr. Agnew’'s Ointment cures salt rheum,
tetter, eczema.

Sold by Jackson & Co. and Hall & Co.—21

dially received. When stripped for ac-
tion, it was apparent he lacked the
shoulder and arm development of- the
Australian, and although he is taller his
ppearance conveyed the impression that
he hadn’t the other’s stamina or ag-
gressiveness. He had neither as the
progress of the fight showed. Harry
Morton refereed the bout.

When time was called Mickey rushed
things, and had Rubenstein on the ropes
in short order. As a matter of fact the
Australian, fighting from a ' ecrouch,
.crowded the Californian into his coruer
several.times in the first round -and sent
home a couple of hard ones to his face.
He fought with more confidence, was
plainly the aggressor, while he appeared
to outclass the other in skill and agility.
The other landed olcasionally and his
punches were ineffectual.

In the second round Rubenstein gath-
ered  himself together and found
Mickey’s face several times, but his
blows lacked steam, Mickey -continued
to rush him, and there was a lively in-
terchange in Rubenstein’s corner. 'Lhey
were in this territory so often during the
fight that the floor got slippery. Ruben-
stein showed up to better advantage in
this round than at any time in the con-
test, but not once did he succeed in both-
ering the sharp-eyed Mickey.

In the third round Rubenstein was for
a very short time the aggressor. He
got Welch' to the ropes and received a
biff on the jaw. He retaliated, but
Mickey returned the compliment with a
couple more and missed an upper cut
which would have ended the business
had it landed. Welch then rushed the4
Californian to the ropes and put it all
over him, In fact, he had things all his
own way until time was called. Ruben-
stein was plainly groggy when he re-
tired to his corner.

The fourth round was a repetition of
the third as far as the fortunes of the
ring were concerned. Welch did nearly

| Both weighed in at a t

nally he entered the ring and was cor- ;

——va

all the leading and landing and got lit-
tle in return. Had the Australian press-
ed his advantage he would have put the
other out at this early stage.

The fifth, sixth and seventh were all
one-sided, especially the ter, when
Rubenstein went v twice and took
a count. He was wi to .throw| up%

i the sponge then, but was encouraged to

keep going by the shouts of his sup-
porters.

The eighth was a mere foermality.
Welelhr rushed his opponent in all direes
tio and although he received a few

gentle taps the) n't affect him. Im
| this round Rubenstein went down for a
s g1

count, When the th was called the
Californian satished

expressed himself

{ tl he was b »d and the referee de-
i clared Welch t

victor.

Welch undoubtedly showed up in fine
styie. Never once did he relax his light-
ning tacties, vigilance nor the power of
his arm. Ie possessed all that the oth-
er lacked—confidence, speed and stamina,
ifle over 119, but
the Australian locked t heavier, and
was certainly the stronger in wind and
limb. It was a foregone conclusion fromx

| the first few rounds, and it is a pity
| Welch

didn’'t have
worthy of his steel.

a foeman more
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BASEBALL,
THE LOCAL NINE.

The local nine will open their season om
Saturday next with the Mount Angel, Ore-
gon, College tenw a8 their opponents. The
Victorias for the coming season wiil have
an exceptionally strong uine, having beem
considerably strengthened by the acquisi-
tion of Emerson and Chase, of Califoraia,
both of these players having decided te
stay here for the summer and play with
the club., Emerson, as is well known, is
a pitcher of the best quality and an infield-
er of considerable ability; Chase hag beem,
playing with the Santa Clara College nine
and is a splendid infielder, being capable of
holding down any infield position, and is
also a good batter as well as a splendi@d
base runmer. The addition of these two
players will give Victoria the strongest
team in years.

Holness has been practicing regularly
with the team, and from aH appearances
his arm is just as good as eyer, in fact ha
seems to have more speed than ever be-
fore, so with two such pitchers as “Jimmy’”
and Emerson, and Schwengers and Moore
to fall back on, the team will have a splen-
did staff of slabmen. *Jack” Smith wilk
do the receiving, and if his throwing in the
practices is any criterion, not many bases
will be stolen by the opposing batters this
season. . In the infield, Rithet, McConnell}
Chase, Emerson, Haynes, and, as soon” as
his injured knee mends, Schwougers. wilk
look after things; while in the outfield,
Burnes, Goward, Potts and Moore will be
avallable to look after the high ones. This
gives the team twelve players to pick
from, so that there will He no reason ‘for
not having a full and strofg téam i’ the
field at any time during the season.

Work on the grounds has practically beem
completed, and it is safe to say that ne
place on this Coast has as good a diamond
and outfleld as Victoria’s. Gardener Mam—
ton is deserving of considerable credit for
the splendid work done by himself and ks
assistants in regrading and resodding the
diamond, which is now a perfect model of
what a. baseball dlamond should be. Thej
Jjob of resodding is undoubtedly the largest
of its kimd that has ever been domre' here;'

if ‘not in the province, no less than 1,500

square’ yards' of new sod having been re-
quired@ to cover the infield. The outfield
also has received considerable attentiom,
having been gone over with a very heavy
roller and made as level ds possible with-
out entirely regrading it. The grand stand
has been looked after as well, and al-
though the alterations are but slight they
will add quite a bit to the comfort of the
patrons.
——
THE KENNEL.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The #hnual meeting of the Victoria Ken~
nel Club was held Friday evening in the
Ploneer hall, there being a large attend-
ance. The first business was the reading
of the report of the secretary-treasurer,
T. P. McConnell. This showed 'a balanecer
of $333.08 after all expenses had been paid,
which was consldered very satisfactory by
the members, The balance last year was
about $353, but this year's decrease ig ae-
counted for through the fact that the ex-.
penses were $360 more than last year. The
financlal report in detail follows:

Recelpts.
Balance on hand IR &F v I
Members' dues
Entry fees
Gate receipts .......

Total receipts

Expenditures.

Pacific Kennel League check ....
Rent of hall and storage room
Judges os

Printing and

Prize money

WBRON o v sy st oot edinmmslsioe siaie
Turner's expenses to Vancouver .
Miscellaneous expenses ...........

Total expenditure

Balance on hand .....

It was decided that the club shopld cor-
respond with the fanclers of Duncans ask-
ing them to hold their show under the auns-
plces of the Pacific Kennel League or the
Canadian Kennel Club rules, so that the
Victoria fanciers could give them every
possible support.

Before the close of the meeting votes of
thanks were tendered the merchants of the
city for their support and assistance, an®
also T. P. McConnell, the secretary. and
Mr. Turner for their hard and faithfuk
work in connection with the recent show.

200 Pair New Trousers Just in.

| NEW SPRING SUITS, $8, 10, 12 and I5.

B. WILLIAMS & CO.
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