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Dominion Did Not Attempt to Convey Indian
Lands to G. T. P. Over Head of
Province.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

The papers brought down yesterday
to the legislature by the Premier rela-
tive to the Tsimphean - Indian lands
contain for the most part information
which is not new.”- On the debate in
the speech in the early stages of the
session Premier McBride laid great
stress upon the fact that it appeared
that the Dominion government had de-

cided to convey by patent to the Grand |
Trunk Pacific the 13,000 acres of reserve |

lands sought by the company. The Pre-

mier tried to arouse the House by de- |

claring that the Dominion government
was practically saying that in spite of
the province the intention of the Do-
minion was to convey the lands to-the
Grand Trunk Pacific over the heads of
the province.

The correspondence tabled by the
government yesterday entirely contra-
dicts the stand taken by the Premier,
and the impression which he wished to

convey to the members of the legisla- |
ture. A message sent by the Premier |
te Ottawa on March 8th of this year, |
previous to his inflammatory language |

in the House, asked if the Dominion
government had issued patents con-
veying the land to the Grand Trunk
Pacific. The reply from Hon. Frank
Oliver, dated the following day, con-
veyed the information that no such
patents had been issued, €o that Pre-
mier McBride was aware of the facts
when he spoke as he did in the legis-
lature.

The return brought down contains
im addition to the papers directly pass-
ing through the hands of the local gov-
ernment offices also those which were
brought down by the Dominion govern-
ment during the present session at Of-
tawa, and which give the dealings be-
tween the Dominion authorities and
the Grand Trunk Pacific and also the
drrangements entered into by the rail-
way company with the Indians on the
reserve. - These papers also hear out
the statement contained in the message
of Hon. Mr:. Oliver and contradict the
contention of Premier McBride. By

letter dated July 15th, 1906, the Grand
Trunk Pacific accepted the agreement

which the Dominion government made
regarding the lands in question upon |
the direct conditional understanding
that there should be no recourse against
the Dominion in the event of the es-
tablishment of any reversionary inter-
ests by the province.

From the standpoint of the province
perhaps the most important of the re-
cent papers contained in the collection
is an order in council passed only on
| Tuesday of this week, in which the
government puts up its formal claim to
the lands and declares that they are
now vested in the province. This
claim is based upon the action of the
| Dominion government in assuming to
| surrender these lands in order that
| they may be sold to the Grand Trunk
| Pacific. This surrender is construed
|as allowing the lands to become vested
{ in the province.
| The greater. part of the information
i conveyed In the papers brought down
| has been given to the public before
| and is not new. The documents go
| back over two years and contain a
record of the negofiations madé with
the Indians by E. G. Russell, represent-
ing the Grand Trunk Pacific, and the
final confirmation of the arrangements
entered into at that time. The sum of
$7.50 an acre was the price agreed upon,
and by arrangement with the Indians
it was agreed that the proceeds ghould
be used for the benefit of the Indians
on the following basis: Fifty per cent.
of the proceeds of sale to be paid direct
to the Indians and the remaining 350
per cent. to be funded for their benefit
and interest thereon at government
rates to be paid annually to the band
through the Indian agent in accord-
ance with the resolution of the tribes,
The Indians by their resolutions pro-
vide that 50 per cent. shall be divided
in equal proportions among those of 21
vears and upwards, male and female;
| the Interest accruing from the funded
remainder to be divided as follows:
Two hundred dollars each to the min-
ors, male and female, as they attain
their majority, as a first charge, the
balance to be paid annually through
the Indian agent for municipal repairs,
improvements, maintenance and other
works,

REPORT ON PEACE
RIVER COUNTRY

e e e

SUBMITTED T0 HOUSE
‘BY HON. F. OLIVER

J.-A. Macdonell, Who Had Charge
of Exploration Party, Tells of
Resources.

Ottawa, March 13.—On Tuesday af-
ternoon Hon. F. Oliver, Minister of the
Interior, presented a return which will
be of interest to readers of the Times.
It deals with ithe selection by the Do-
minion government of three and a half
million acres of land in .the Peace
River country, granted by the provin-
clal government under an arrange-
ment entered into between the two
governing authorities,

The enactments bearing wupon this
selection are contained in the B. C.
statutes, 1884, and statutes of Canada,
1884, The former enacts that: “There
ig hereby granted to the Dominion gov-
ermment three and a half million
acres of land in that portion of the
Rocky mountains and adjoining the
Northwest Territory, of Canada, to be
located by the Dominion in one rec-
tamgular block.”

The - Dominion statute provides:
“Three and a half million acres of land
in that portion of the Peace River
District of British Columbia lying east
of the Rocky mountains and adjoining
the Northwest Territory of Canada, by
the said act assented to on the 10th
day of December, 1883, entitled ‘An Act
relating to the Island Railway, Grav-
ing Dock and Railway Lands of the
provinee,’ and to be located by the
said government in one rectangular
block, shall be held to be Dominion
lands within the meaning of the Do-
minion Lands Act, 1883,” d

The return as presented by Mr.
Oliver consists of a report by Jno. A.
Macdonnell, C. E., who had charge of
the exploration party of seven which
set out from Edmonton on December
16th, 1904, and is accompanied by maps
showing the land, and a considerable
amount of statistical information.

The soil of the country is déscribed
as comparatively rich and nutritious,
but the distribution of water, as far
gs could be judged, i8 not sufficient
for the requirements of a newer set-
tlement. The prairie surface consists
generally of a moderately rolling plain,
intersected by deep ravines where they
cut through on their way to join the
Peace river. This will render railway
locations in the vicinity of the river
somewhat difficult, and will necessitate
sueh locations being at a distance of

twenty-five or thirty miles north or!

south of the river, in order to aveid
heavy crossings.

The principal timber noted was un-

dersized poplar, averaging about four |

inches in diameter and from twenty-
five to thirty feet in height. A great
deal of spruce was seen on the hills,
but it was undersized and unfit for
railroad uses. Small birch and alder,
@alan ara to be found. Large size cot-

4 The summers are not too hot nor the

tonwood grows in the bottom of
Peace River valley.

With regard to minerals, a large de-
posit of tale was found in the Middle
river. Two small veins of anthracite
coal were also discovered@ near the
forks. There is evidence of coal every-
where in the Peace River district on
the south side. There is also gold in
‘the gravel bars of the river, but the
short period during which it can be
taken out and the other difficulties are
such as to discourage the miner,

The climate is thoroughly endurable.

the

winters too cold, as in Manitoba and
Ontario. The extreme low tempera-
tures of Manitoba and Ontario are not
reached in the Peace River country.
During 1906 there was a fair distribu-
tion of rainfall on ‘the lower Peace
river from Vermillion to Dunvegan,
but the rainfall above Dunvegan was
dificient, During the year 1905 therg
was a heavy snowfall, but last year
the contrary was the case.

Under the head of ranching, Mr. Mac-
donell reported that hay grew splen-
didly over the entire Peace Rivéer dis-
trict, affording good pasturage wher-
ever the open prairie existed. Through-
out the growth of timber hay also
grofvs, but not in sufficient quantity to
be relied upon as regular pasturage.
About four or five months' supply of
hay should be provided to carry cattle
safely through the winter, and about
three tons for horses. Pigs are easily
raised, running wild during the sum-
mer and living principally on roots and
by grazing.

On arriving at Fort St.'John on May
8th, 1905, Mr. Macdonell proceeded to
plough, cultivate and plant land for
an experimental farm, He started
planting potatoes on May 27th, and
sowed radishes, lettuce, turnips, car-
rots, parsnips, heets, beans, peas, corn,
onions, pumpkin, cucumber and squash.

The turnips and potatoes grew splen-
didly, also the beans, radishes and let-
tuce; the corn matured and ripened.
The peas ripened, but were destroyed
by chipmunks,

The lettuce and onions grew well,
but the pumpkin, cucumber and squash
were not a success, although during
occasional seasons they have been
grown gsuccessfully on the Hudson’s
Bay side of the river. Cauliflower was
not a success. The corn matured and
was uninjured by the succeeding frost.
Bome of the potatoes grownh on the
Hudson’s Bay side of the river weigh-
ed seven pounds; in fact, this was the
weight of the majority selected from
a growth on half an gcre.

Flowers also grow wonderfully well,
During last year the cutworm was re.
markably developed over the entire
country, and caused much destruction
of garden stuffs,

The party ‘did not have any cereal
stuff seeds, s0 no experiments along
that line could be conducted.

Animal life is represented in the dis-
trict by moose, black bear, cinnamon
bear, wild cat, coyote, wolf, etc.

In the Peace river fish are somewhat
scarce, the most common being the
squaw fish. Trout are found in abun-
dance in the tributaries, and pike and
white fish in the lakes,

—Owing to the Pacific Northwest
championship meeting being held on
the Spokane links, on the 22nd May,
and following dates the Victoria Golf
Club have changed the date of their
spring meeting to Friday, the 29th
inst,, and following days. The pro-
grammes will be issued shortly. It is
possible tha tthe ladies competition
may open on Thursday preceding Good

rcommittee

yriday.

THE LUMBER INQUIRY.

An Understanding Between Manitoba
and Coast Associations Regard-
ing Prices.

Ottawa, March 20.—H. P. Wells, sec-
retary of the Mountain Lumber Manu-
facturers’ Association, wag further ex-
amined before the lumber combine
this forenoon and gave
such evidence as established - the
wisdom and necessity of holding this
investigation. He said that there was
an understanding between the Moun-
tain Lumber Association and the Coast
Association as to prices. The associa-
tion was advised by Mr. Taylor, a
barrister of Nelson, B. C., that they
were working under by-laws that were
illegal, and on January 15th, after this
investigation had been ordered, new
by-laws were arranged, and it was
under these they were now working.

BURIED ALIVE.

Birmingham, Ala., March 20.—A tele-
phone message from Bessemer says that
the lining of a new furnace of the Wood-
ward Iron Company at Woodward, which
has been undergoing .repairs, fell in to-
day and hundreds of tons of brick and
mortar burfied a number of workmen,
Five dead bodies have been removed from
the debris. Dempsey Hays, a white man,
and four negroes are the known victims.

PROMOTION FOR
L0CAL MANAGER

H. B. MACKENZIE 1S
T0 GET GOOD POST

Representative of Bank of British
North America Transferred to
Winnipeg.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

In view of the rapid filling up of the
Prairie provinces with settlers, and
the development going on there, the di-
rectors of the Bank of British North
America- have decided to appoint a
local superintendent, with headquar-
ters in Winnipeg, for the district
stretching from the Great Lakes to the
Rocky mountains.

Mr. H. B. Mackenzie, now manager
of the Victoria branch of “the bank,
has been selected for this position, and
will leave to assume his new duties
about the beginning of May.

It will be gratifying to Victorians to
know .that Mr. Mackenzie’s successor
is to be Mr. David Doig, who for some
¥ears past has been the bank’s manager
in Dawson. Mr, Doig is well-known here

having been in the Victoria hranch for
many vears before leaving for the
north, and he has through periodical
visits kept well in touch with business
conditions in this city, and the affairs
of the local branch.

In appointing Mr. Doig to represent
the ™ bank here, the directors have
chosen_not only a gentleman of proved
business ability, but also one whose lo-
c¢al knowledge will enable him to
easily take over the reing of manage-
ment,

On the other hand, the seleetion of
Mr. Mackenzie is a distinet recogni-
tion by the head ‘office of his merit in
the realms of filnance. Mr. Mackenzie
eame to Victoria to succeed W. T.
Oliver when that gentleman was trans-
ferred to the joint- management of the
New York branch. It is noteweorthy
that both Mr. Oliver and Mr. Macken-
zie have been promoted to high posi-
tions from the Victoria branch, which
is regarded as one of the plums of
the ‘bank service.

Mr. Mackenzie, who formerly oc-
cupied the position of inspector, has
since his arrival in Victoria made
a host of friends, not only for himself
but for the bank which he represent-
ed, having identified himself closely
with the life of the city.

ASSOCIATION WILL
HOLD OUTDOOR MEET

Y. M. C. A. Arranges for an Athle-
tic Carnival at Oak Bay--Sport-
ing Activity Evinced.

(From Thursday’'s Daily.)

The main business transacted by the
physical committee of the Y. M, C. A, at
their meeting last night was to arrange
t2> hold a big outdoor meet on the 8th of
June. This will be held at Oak Bay and
will be open to athletes afflliated with
recognized associations. It is expectea
that great interest will be aroused by the
announcement of this meet, and that en-
triecs will be received from all ever the
Sound, as well as from Vancouver and
other cities on the Mainland. This ath-
letic carnival will probably be the largest
of its kind held in the capital this year,
and it is hoped that all the well known
exponents who aré going to compete at
the indoor meet at Seattle will find their
way over to Oak Bay.

It was further decided at the meeting
last night to organize a baseball club,
and, if possible, to arrange for local
matches. The question of aguatic festi-
vals was also mooted, and it is likely the
exponents of the natatorial art will have
a full season’s programme . during the
coming summer. It has been decided,
with the commencement of the warm
weather, to get together a water polo
team and to arrange a schedule of
madtches.

A junior meet is also in process of ar-
rangement. This will chiefly be for the
younger members of the .assaciation, but
entries will also be recelved from junior
athletes in the city, and these need not
necessarily belong to an affiliated club.

If the present programme of the Y. M.
C. A. is cagried out in its entirety the
members of that institution will have a
period of almost uninterrupted activity
and enjoyment during the present spring
and the coming summer. .

LABOR COUNCIL
OBTAINS REPORT

B

DENIES ALLEGED
SCARCITY OF LABOR

Routine Business Was Transacted at
Last Night's Regular Session--
Endorse Proposed Bill.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

The following report from the special
Committee of the Trades and Labor
counci! of this city was rendered last
night on the alleged shortage of labor
in this province:

Victoria, March 20th, 1907.
Secretary . Victoria Trades and Labor
Council:

The committee appointed by the T, and
L. Council-to inquire into labor conditions
in the province, particularly as to wheth-
er or not -the claim advanced that a
scarcity of labor was working hardships
to many industries was based on good
foundation, beg leave to report. We en-
tered into communication with central
bodies In Seattle, Vancouver, Greenwood
and Fernte, receiving the answers ap-
pended to this report. In every case they
take the same position, that is, that no
scarcity of labor exists. A great deal has
been said in the dally press relative tp
the scarcity of farm laborers, and we are
given to understand that a system of
assisted immigration to- this province will
be inaugurated -by the Salvation Army,
financially assisted by the provincial
government, with the object of relieving
the shortage that is claimed to exist. Of
course, in the nature of things, the com-
mittee are not in a position to either
affirm or deny that the farming interests
are suffering  for want of help, but we
are firmly of the opinion that a system
of assisted immigration should be under-
taken only as a last resource.

The fruit growers qf the province have
claimed that they are greatly handicap-
ped in picking ‘seaséon by want of help.
Such conditions exist all over the con-
tinent at these particular periods of this
industry, but surely it.is not necessary
to assist the immigration of laborers
from the other side of the world for the
purpose of helping fruit growers for two
or three weeks In the year.

We believe that it would be in the best
interests of all conéerned to have a large
immigration ifto “this province from the
Old Country, but:'such immigrants should
epme of their ewn volition, For self-
evident reasons a voluntary immigrant
is worth more to the community to which
he goes than an assisted one. In con-
clusion, we belieye that, in view of the
fact that unskilled labor is out of em-
ployment 'for so ‘'many months in the
year in this coantry, whilst the cost of
living is high, the .government should not
be a party to.any-assisted immigration of
laborers’ scheme without, a searching in-
quiry as to the necessity of such aetion—
in fairness to the workingmen' of this
province and to the immigrants them-
gelves.

ED. GILLIGAN, Chairman.
€. SIVERTZ, Secretary.

The report was adapted,
number of those present expressed
their conviction that it ought to Dbe
worded in stronger terms,

Delegate Ryan, local -organizer for
the American Federation of Labor, re-
ported that the. employees of the ‘mill
and sash and door factories were or-
ganized, and their union would soon
be in working order.

The following letter
from Premier McBride:

C. Sivertz, Secfetary Victoria Trades and
Labor Council:

Dear  Sir:—Referring to your letter of
Feb. 21st, 1907, in reference to the pro-
posed scheme of immigration from Great
Britain, I beg to state that it is not the
intention of the government to do any-
thing injurious to the interests of labor
in this province.” For the most part the
immigrants are ‘expected to be settiers
and become colonigts, who, it is hoped
will become permanent residents in the
country, I may add that if at any time
the Trades and Labor Council feel that
the slightest uneasiness is being caused
in local labor conditions the government
will be only tog pleased to receive any
representations that may be made in the
madtter.

though a

was reccived

RICHARD M‘BRIDE.

The executive committee reported
that in connection with the move rhade
by the Laborers’ Protective Associatfon
they had waited on the government
and laid before them the various reso-
lutions passed by the council - and the
various unions with regard to the al-
leged shortage of labor. The govern-
ment had accorded them the greatest
consideration and had premised to laok
into the matter.

Painters’ Union, local No. 5, ard
Typographical uhion each sent checks
for $10, to be applied to the Sanatorium
fund. The Garment Workars' Union
sent a second contribution of $10 also,

The Vancouver Trades and Lahor
council wrote to infoerm this council
that the Vancouver body had sent
strong protest to the ailorney.general
against the Dominion governmernt
“Lord’s Day Observance Act.”

A. Johnson and John Praser. two
delegates who were nresent at the
last meeting of the labor council, de-
sired to state that they did not vote
for the motion of protest passed
against the “Lord’s Day Observance
Act’” The presss committee was in-
structed accordingly.

The council unanimously endorsed
Bill No. 14, by Parker Williams, M. P.
P., entitled “An aect Respecting the
Payment of Wages,” and the secre-
tary was instructed to notify Mr, Wil-
liams and Premier MeBride to that
effect, also our representatives in par-
lilament, Messrs, Davey, Behnsen and
Thomson, asking them for their good
will and support of the bill,

By a three-fifths vote the local option
by-law at Allsa Craig has been defeated,
says a Toronto dispatch. The vote cast
was 104 for and 70 against, On the ino-
tion of Richard Tweedie, a laborer, it
came before Chief Justice Meredith at
Osgoode Hall. The corporation of Allsa
Craig saw they had a hard case and con-
sented to the quashing.

On Nov. 17th, 1896, a balloon with self-
registering instruments rose to a height
of 49,200 feet above Parls, and registered
108 degrees of frost.

'FRISCQO SENSATION.

Rumors of Confessions of Graft by City
Officials.

San Francisco, March 20.—All kinds of
rumors are in circulation to-day about
alleged confessions by city - officials of
graft, and about moves and counter-
moves by the prosecution and defence,
but verification is in almost every In-
stance impossible.

Among the reports in circulation to-day
are those that negotiations have been
opened by the accused men with D. M.
Delmas, the attorney who is defending
Thaw, in New York, and that Mayor
Schmitz has been or will be confronted
with the written @&onfessions of the
supervisors and has been promised im-
munity if he will add his confession to
theirs. This, it is said, will be done by
the prosecution in order to reach the
bribe-givers.

ROBBERS REPULSED.

Sharp Fight in Johannesburg Bank—Two
Men Wounded.
Johannesburg, March 20.—An attempt
was made by two masked men to rob the
National Bank on Harrison street this
afternoon, but it was foiled by the em-
ployees, who were quicker with their re-
volvers than their assailants. In a brief
interchange of shots one of the despera-
does was mortally wounded by a shot In
the mouth. The other was captured as
he was trying to flee. One of the bank

emcployees was slightly wounded.

THE TRANSVAAL
| EGISLATURE

FORMALLY CPENED BY
EARL OF SHELBOURNE

Recently Disallowed Ordinance Ex-
cluding Asiatics From Mines *
Vill Be Re-enacted

Pretoria, Transvaal, March 21.—The
first parllament of the Transvaal col-
ony under thé newly granted constitu-
tion met here this meorning in the hall
in which the late President Xruger
presided for o many years over sit-
tings of the Upper Volksraad of the
South African republic.

In a speech at the opening of the
legislature the Earl of Shelbourne, high
commissioner for South Africa, said:

“My ministers have resolved that the
employment of Chinese in the mines
| shall cease at the earliest possible mo-
ment. As to the Chinese already em-
ployed there, my ministers will not
take any steps to prevent their repatri-
ation at the end of their indentures
unless they are convinced that such
repatriation will have to take place be-
fore an effective substitute, either in
the form of unskilled labor or improv-
ed mechanical appliances, has been
found.”

The disposition of the new govern-
ment of the Transvaal to exclude all
Asiatics from work in the mines is
shown by the fact that the Asiatic
ordinance recently disallowed by the
Earl of XRlgin, secretary of state for
the colonies, after it had passed the
late legislature, is again published in
the official gazette here indicating that
among the first acts of the new parlia-
ment would be a re-enactment of this
measure in spite of the opposition of
the Imperijal government,

Asiatic Exclusion.

London, March 21.—The papers say
the Asiatic ordinance which the Trns-
vaal parliament proposes to re-enact
although at the present time aimed es-
pecially at the British Indians, who are
ousting the small white traders from
the Transvaal, is equally intended to
exclude the Japanese or other Asiatics
who are immigrating to South Africa
in increasing numbers.

8ir Gilbert Parker, who . represents
the Colonies in the House of Commons
on this question, is quoted to-day in
an interview as saying: “If, as I am
sure it will, the Transvaal parliament
re-enacts the Asiatic ordinance, the
Imperial government will hardly ven-
ture to disallow it again as over ninety
per cent. of the whites in South Africa
thoroughly appreciate it.”

ECZEMA

SKIN ITCHES INTENSELY,
BECOMES HARD, CRACKS,
BLEEDING SORES DEVELOP.
PUS IS DISCHARGED.

The prevalence of Hczema is due
in every case to the presence of hum-
ors and poisonous acids in the blood.

These poisons come from fermen-
tation of undigested food in the upper
bowel or from discharged fecal matter
in the lower bowel.

It is a waste of time to employ oint-
ment or washes.,

No lasting benefit can be had from
doctoring the skin when the cause
Hes in the blood.

Rich, pure blood will bring new life
to the skin—will surely restoretbeauty
and richness of complexion. .

Ferrozone is the best treatment.

It acts on the blood instantly, acts
with @& purifying healing effect—
neutralizes the acids—destroys the
posions—drives every humor from the
blood.

So rich and nourisihng does Ferro-
zone make the blood, so cool and
healthy, that the sores are healed—
itchiness is soothed away—every trace
of eczema poison removed.

If Ferrozone won't cure then noth-
ing will—in all blood disorders its
effect is instant—cure guaranteed. Try
Ferrozone, thousands it has cured—
will cure you too. In 50c. boxes at all
dealers.

SHIPPING DISASTER.

Twenty-One Lives Lost Through Sinking
of German Steamer,

Lubeck, Germany, March 20.—The Ger-
man steamer Horn, of 188 tons net, has
been sunk in the North Sea, with the loss

of 21 lives.

MAY ENFORCE
(OASTING LAWS

e

T0 FOSTER TRABE
IN CANADIAN WATERS

Shippers and Merchants Anxious
That Freight Should be Carried
In British Ships.

i (From Thursday’s Daily.)

In view of the coming activity which
is foreshadowed in Northern waters,
and notably with the port of Prince
Rupert, shipperg and merchants both
in Vancouver and Victoria are now

coasting laws, The question is a grave
one, and in it lies the moot point as to
whether the United States will continue
to have equal rights with Canada in
Canadian Pacific waters.

The regulation which is now unen-
forced and the enforcement of which
is necessary to ensure the future wel-
fare of Canadian trade along the Bri-
tish Columbia coast reads as follows:
“Except as otherwise ordered goods in
transit from one part of Canada to
another, wholly or partly by water car-
riage through the United States, shall
be transported in British registered
| vessels under customs manifests,
| the transfer of such goods from car to
| vessel and vice versa shall be made in
the presence of a special officer of the
Canadian customs and be certified by
him.”

It will be noticed that the above
regulation should be enforced except
when otherwise ordered. This order
can alone emanate from the Governor-
General in council. The regulation to
this effect in:the customs tariff reads:

“The Governor in Council may from
time to time make regulations to de-
clare what shall be coasting trade, or
inland navigation respectively, and
how the gsame shall be regulated in any
case or classes of cases, and for relax-
ing or dispensing with any of the re-
quirements of this act as to vessels en-
gaged in such trade on any conditions
which he sees fit to impose.”

As far as can be ascertained the
Governor in Council never made any
order which would abrogate the regula-
tion dealing with the~carrying of Can-

point in Canada to another, in which
it states that such feight must be car-
ried in British registered vessels under
customs manifests. As matters now
stand Canadian bonded freight may
come frox\n eastern points, and be car-
ried over American railroads, and may

any qther American port in American |

destination in Canada.

Although such privileges are allow-“
ed American vessels there are no. re-
ciprocal privileges of a like nature on
the other side of the line. American
bonded freight carried over a Canadian
railroad and reaching a Canadian port,
can only be carried from that port te
its American destination in a United
States vessal. The present non-en-
forcement of this coasting regulation
ig, therefore, obviously an injustice,
nay more, it is an error.

Pending the construction of the Grand
Trunk Pacific railway lie through
Canada, and while the shipping to the
port of Prince Rupert ig gradually
growing greater, the non<enforcement
of this regulation will lie especially
severe. At present the Grand Trunk
Pacific obviously has an agreement, if
not something more, with the railroads
which run across the northern portion
of America to carry freight to Seattle
and Portland and to have the goods
shipped from there in American ves-
sels to Prince Rupert. It will be geen
that the freight thus carried will in no
wige benefit either Viectoria or Van-
couver. It will mean that practically
all the traffic having an eastern origin
and bound for the Grand Trunk Pacific
terminus, will, at least for the next few
yvears, beneflt America from a carrying
traffic standpoint almost exclusively.

About the time of the Klondike rush
an effort was made to enforce this
regulation. The effort was made by
the boards- of trade both in Victoria
and Vancouver. The enforcement did
not last for very long, and it  was
stated at the time that there were not
sufficient vessels plying on the coast
to cope with the freight situation. An
underlying reason, however, which led
to the waiving of the regulation was
that it was considered at that time that
an element of competition was neces-
sary to foster the trade of the British
Columbia seaboard.

Enquiries show that beyond the brief
period above mentioned the coasting
regulation was never enforced. Since
it was first drawn up it was a dead
letter law. Time was when its effect
was infinitesimal, but with each suc-
ceeding day that effect is becoming
more far reaching.

Both the Victoria and the Vancouver
boards of trade have passed resolutions
asking the Dominion government to
put the coasting regu'fatlons into effect.

—No. 2 Company, Fifth Regiment, at
its recent annual meeting, decided to
hold a rifle shoot at the range on Good
Friday. It was further decided to hold
a 500 tournament on Wednesday next.
A meeting will . be held on Friday
evening to discuss the places of the’
Fifth Regiment Rifle Association for
the coming year.” The following offi-
cers: were elected: President, Capt.
Winsby; vice-president, Capt. Booth;
secretary, Gr. Ware; treasurer, Corp,
Schroeder; committee, Corp. Thomp-
son; Gr. Winsby, Gr. Duncan, Rom- |
badier Neill, Corp. Kinlock and Corp. |
Rolle.

PEASANTS FIRE TOWN:

Number of Them Killed or Wounded in
Encounter With Troops.

Bucharest, March 20.—Peasants vester-
day again invaded Botoschani and set
fire to different parts of the town, espe-
cially the Jewish quarter. Troops inter-

. or wounded.

vened and several peasants were killed
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THE QUESTION
OF THAW'S SANTTY

- ——

INQUIRY SEEMS A
FOREGONE CONCLUSION

Defence Will Fight Hard to Prevent
Judge From Appointing a
Commission.

New York, March 24.—That Justice
Fitzgerald will appoint a commission
In lunacy to inquire into the present
mental condition of Harry Thaw seems
| & foregone conclusion. This afternoon
1 he will hear arguments of counsel qn
both sides of the famous case, and he
plainly intimated yesterday that he
would appoint a commission.

That this commission will find that
Thaw is now insane is the opinjon of
most of those who have closely fol-
lowed the trial. Dr. Allan McLane
Hamilton, one of the country’s most
famous alienists, has openly express-
ed his opinien that Thaw is now in-
sane and incapable of conducting his
own defence. Dr. Macdonald and Dr.
A. Flint, also noted alienists, have ex-
. pressed the same opinion and
: Affidavits Are Expected
| from all three as well as from the doc-
| tors who are familiar with the history
' of the Thaw case and with the insanity
which is said to have been present in
both sides of his ancestry.

The appearance of Dr. Allan Hamil-
ton in the case yesterday and District
Attorney Jerome's appeal to the ‘“‘con-
science of the court” came like a bomb-
shell, It was expected that the testi-
mony would be finished yesterday, and
that the summing up would begin. It
was the general expectation that the
case would go to the jury not later
than Saturday, but Mr., Delmas called
Dr. Hamilton to the stand: The sha-
dow of the famous alienist has loomed
large in the background ever since the
cage began, It was known that he be-
lieved Thaw to be still insane, and
neither side was anxious to call him.
The defence apparently

Did Not Want Him

because of his Belief in Thaw’'s pres-
ent insanity; the prosecution could not
call him because his relation to Thaw
was that of a physician to patient, and
he could not be compelled to testify
without a specific waiver of the privi-
leges created by those relations,

That the attorneys for the defence
will make a hard fight to prevent the
judge from appointing the commission
when the court sits this afternoon is
presumable. From the first the fight

|
then be shipped from Seattle or from | had been to secure an acquittal, and

it is not probable that it will be given

& r - here is:the slightest
vessels, and by them fup sorlomgr as-t
z: brought. Lo Ats | chance that it may be successful.

On the other hand Mr. Jerome ig
convinced that Thaw is now insane,
and he will fight just as hard for the
appointment of the commission.

To-day’s session being “informal the
rules of law and evidence will not be
enforced and each side may place be-
fore the court any evidence that it de~
sires to show the

Mental Condition of the Defendant.

The jury will not be present, and the
sole object cf the proceeding is' that
the judge may be informed on all points
of the case, and on them decide whe-
ther or not he will stop the trial until
a legal commission has decided whe-
ther Thaw is in such a condition ta
permit his case going to the jury.

The law of New York state specifies
that the only insanity that can excuse
a crime is a mental derangement which
makes the person charged with a crime
incapable of knowing the nature of his
act when it is committed and incapable
of knowing that it is wrong. This law,
which’'ig founded on an old English de-
cision, is far behind the times, accord-
ing to alienists. Many a man, they
say, has

An Overpowering Impulse
to commit a crime, an impulse which
he is unable to conquer and which
forces him to commit erime, but if his
mental state is such that he realizes
that he is doing wrong, the law does
not take into account the insane im-
pulse which he is unable to overcome,

A case in point is that of Aran
Tasohjian, an Armenian, who has just
been transferrred to the hospital for
the criminally insane after ten days in
Sing Sing prison, where he was sent on
a conviction of murder in the second
degree for killing his brother and cut-
ting the body to pieces, Drs. Macdon-
ald and Flint, both of whom have been
witnesses for the prosecution in the
Thaw case, testified as experts for the
prosecution in the Tasohjian case. Both
were convinced that he was insane, but
were not able to swear that his insan-
ity was such that he was incapable of
knowing his act was wrong.

“I believe the Thaw case and  the
Tasohjian case to be exactly parallgl,™
Ristrict Attorney Jerome said to-day.
“Both are insane and both are suffer-
ing from paranoia. The trial of Thaw

Is An Outrage.

He should be sent to an insane asylum,
But under the law I have not been able
to show that he is insane. I am bound
by the legal aspect of the case and the
moral side of it I am not allowed to
enter into.

“I have tried throughout this case to
bring in this moral aspect, but I have
been balked at every step,  therefore
there has been nothing for me te do
but to conduct the case along the striet
legal lines. I believe Thaw is insane,
and I believe the insane hospital is the
place for him.”

RAILWAY BILLS.

Ottawa, March 21.—At the railway
committee of the senate to-day a bil}]
to build a railway from Abitibi toe Hud-
son Bay was passed.

The Mackenzie and Mann bill to
build to the Pacific Coast was carried
in the senate committee.

J. K. Kerr, jr., representing the Cal.
gary Milling Company, of Calgary, is

in the city on a business visii.

TOURIST ASSO
GETS

Only Two Alder
Granting of the
Jangling

The council were 1
assisted in their deli
putation from th v
few of the local
long, hawever, bef
Jaw came up.

At the outset, Ald.
10 a question of privi
misquoted in
say the meeting a
rooms was open &and
did he say that this|
could be said of the
Association,
himself, but he
appointing a

both ¢

He wag]
fav
com
amount to much
After the
his position, as bet
ownere and the ladid
council settled down
Archl

e elty

any

aldermay

A letter from
ing to give tl
of land adjoining R¢{
for a burying grour
grant stipulated tha
survey and plot it,
which he was willi
$1,000. Upon recom
cemetery committee,
accept his grace's o

J. E. Grey, of the fi
iton, Donald and Jo
before the counci] w
for the consideratiol
the plans of his fir
sion iIn section 48 of
tate,

Mayor Morley reco
the favorable
council.

The engineer had
isfactory, and he himj
them. There was
them through.
this effect, when
jected. The coun 4
round the desk of t
man to consider the
due deliberation, on
Hanna, seconded by
it was passed. Jus
putting of the motio
gested that plans o
filed with the couw
carry.

A communicati
Board .calling attenti
tary condition of th
rear of the Victoria
occupied the council)
was referred to the s
sewers committee
that steps were a
drain the sam

Thereafter ti oun;
1y to work, and for
Itttle save the ayes
and the voice of the
the comimunications
he put the question,
‘While in this mood,
filed a letter from A.
of -Vancouver, promi
his property on Yated
fallen into an evil co

The letter of L. A
attention to the flo
Congregational churq
that the city would Y
for any damage tha
‘was referred to the sf
Sewers committee.

The light and tele
were ordered to deal
'W. Baker asking fo
corner of Ladysmith
Btreets.

Water commissiong
port recommending
dent on the shore b
water from Elk “lakd
dollar per month wa
upon.

Tenders were receiv
& Co. and from Geo,
sprinkling the city s
mer offered to-do the
per hour for a doub
cents per hour for

shed in

e lowest

cons

ed.

The city electr
ter through the igh
commitiee regarding
of the wires alleged f
'C. Telephone Compa
carefully into the di
but did not think the
ed would meet the c
‘wires on separate po
expensive an
not meet the needs
casional shiftin
#hat was necessary.
nork, a series of
be inaugurated.

On recommend
delephone comm
ietter was received,
tions accepted and
due course be f
Micking, of the B. C
pany.

The fire wardens’
fthat four new
at the cost o

Accounts to t
were received ¢

ance commi

for work on the Br

cultural Association
The follow r

from the streets,

committee:

1. Re sub-division ¢
ton Hill park. Tha
ed on condition that
Street is deemed n
Property inside the 1
property owne
two-thirds of
extra cost of
frcnt of
of the park




