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plays a very great part in molding
the minds and habits of men.

~ Eavironment being so important it
behooves us to get busy today. For
we see about us millions who are in
surroundings which eannot but twist
and mar them. Millions of children
are born in the slums, surrounded by
vice,  erime, unspeakahle
misery. And there is no escape for
them. They cannot get clear of

or Alsopg, the brewers, Harmsworth

surroundings  as | the newspaper man, Overtoun the
inherited the neeces-| chemical man, and so on. The House
of Lords is a club eomposed of all

strength from parents who
‘weaklings. So they remain in
adding to the great army of incap-
ables.

Various reformers have advanced

have for their alleged object the el-
imination of the slum. Yet the slum

h'drr huge reinforcements during
each pl t by hinery of

to leave thésh in possession of . the
industries and the powers of govern-
ment. When encugh of us get tired
of it we will take charge of govern-
ment and wse it as a means to get
possession of our jobs. Then and
only then will the slum problem .be
solved. Then and only then will the
miserable bovels of the slum dwellers

. Fillmore.
being comes into

be burned and  healthy habitable
For instance, he| dwellings take their places. Then the
h of envir t will be ai-

fected and the slum child be g.ven a
chanee to live and grow up in de-
cency and make a useful and produet-
ive eitizen. But, horror of horrors,
that would be Soeialism. And we
fhust protect ‘‘vested interests,” we
of the working eclass, for goodness
gracious who would employ us if it
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There are those who say that we
must change human nature in order
that Socialism may be obtained. To
these we reply—we will change  the
environment, the chief factor in
molding the characters and habits of
people, and let human nature take
care of itself.
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The British Budget

by his surround-

Cotton’s Weekly:

teachers, the lan-| Dear Comrade:—I see that in your

issue of Dec. 9, you fall into the
marked modifiea-| error which has gone the entire
round of the American  Socialist

press, that the British budget is an
attempt by the capitalists to throw
the taxation of the country on to
the landlords. T think the following
faets will eonvinee you that you are
mistaken:

1. The enormous majority of large
British capitalists belong to the Con-
servative party. A Liberal million-
aire is a remarkable rarity. If the
budget were a capitalist one, it is
very unlikely that the Liberals
would propose it, and still more un-
likely that the Conservatives would
oppose it.

2. The Housé of Lords has long
ceased to be a body of landlords. 1f
you will look up Whitaker's Alman-
ack, you will see that the vast ma-
jority of peerages have been created
since the beginning of the reign of
Géorge the Third, that is to say,
since 1760. Most of them have been
created since 1800. What sort of
persons have been raised to the peer-
age since then ? Look up the annual
list of creations, and you will find
that the peerage is almost entirely
recruited from such men as Bass and
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the great capitalists of the country.
If the budget were favorable to large
capitalists, the House of Lords
would not have breath to shout
loudly enough for it.

3. The budget hits the great capi-
talists very hard. It raises the
death duties to 15 per cent on great
fortunes, and places a supertax of
sixpence in the pound on all incomes
over $25,000 a year. It has been
proved over and over again by stat-
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‘to tell one who has lived in hell all
‘his life that he will go to hell when
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isties that most of the wealth of
England belongs to capitalists and
not to landlords; so it is very un-
likely that the eapitalists would pro-
pose taxes so unfavorable to them-

Jook wise and de-

selves. 2
4. Agricultural land is expressly
slums and really | exempted from the land tax, which
the poor devils|only applies to eity’ and industrial

real estate. If the great industrial
capitalists were authors of the bud-
get, they would hardly take so much
trouble to diseriminate against them-
| selves. 3

{ The theory that the budget is a
capitalist budget must therefore be
put in the same class with Achille
Loria’s immortal discovery that the
Republicans in the United States
are those who live on interest, while
the Demoerats are those who live on
rent. .

The true theory of the budget is
that it is an attempt by the middle
elass to throw the increasing taxa-
tion of the country on to the large
fortpnes, whether owned by land-
Jords or ecapitalists. The Liberal
party is the party ol the middle
class. For some years the middle
‘class has been bearing the brunt of
the ‘constant rise of taxation. which
been necessiated by such reforms
old age pensions, public feeding of
1 children, and so on. Now, it
a tumble, and has made
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CHAPTER VII.

He asked further questions and she
amswered them, quoting statisties as
well as making general statements.

“Let's go home,”’ yawned Tom
Locker, who had been fidgeting and
wrinkling his brows as if in an effort
to follow the conversation. **The
beer is no good here, anyway.”

“I would like to talk with you
some more,” said Rensen, not heed-
ing Tom’s scowl. i

“Everybody knows me,”” replied
Sonia promptly. She handed him a
card. ‘“That's where our wumion
meets, but you're likely to see me at
many other places.”

“Sonia Sofrosky,”
from the eard.

“Yes, isn’t that as good a name as
—Otis'?""  She laughed in her-boyish
way with a sparkle of jet eyes. He
wondered whether she meant any-
thing, but the cordial clasp of her
warm little hand made him conclude
it was a pleasantry.

He walked to his lodging thinking
over the statements of this extraor-
dinary girl. He did not know wheth-
er to be more " fascinated with her
personality or startled by her views
that were probably deeper than she
expressed. How much truth might
there be in such ideas ? There was
a . difference between these definite
statements, apparent' facts, and Hfs
own recent speeulation. It would be
well to enlighten oneself, not only
by reading, - but by keeping a note
book and asking all sorts of people
what their wages were, how they
lived, what they hoped for.

He could not sleep, thinking
these things.

As he tossed about he happened to
look out of the window and aeross
the tenement yard. There was a
light in Sonia’s - room, the eurtain
not drawn. The ill-formed figure of
a man with a black beard passed be-
fore the light; it was Zienski. Some-
how the diseovery. was unpleasant.
especially after her talk on great um-
portant matters.—Of eourse, ope had

he read aloud
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Imn. laborer and statesman, doetor
| and elerk, all piteh their eoins to the
{ mark. Many fall short; a few are
| lueky.

There was a lull in the game while
a messenger went out to exchange
| greenbacks for dollars.
| “Boys,” eried a squint-eyed, gap-
| toothed humorist, clapping Rensen
on the shoulder, “let’s make this fel-
low tell where he dropped from. He
| says he ain’t a ecounter-jumper—"’

Maybe he was a swell, e¢h ?”
| shouted another. .
“Ha, ba, I'll bet he was !”
“I was a swell,” said Rensen,

quietly. He had not intended .especi-
ally to make this answer; but now he
folded his arms ready for the utmost
frankness.

“And look at him,” eried the hum-
orist, recovering from the shock,
while the men roared derisively.

“‘What time did yeh get up in the
morning , boss ¥’ asked the other
man with moek deference.

“About ten o’clock,” said Rensen,
“when my valet told me the bath
was ready.””

“Hooray fer vou! Now tell the
:ads what that there bathroom was
ike.””

“The bathroom was done in Ital-
ian marble, with silver fittings. 1|
took first 2 warm bath, having my
back serubbed, and then a cold
shower. The valet- shaved me,
brought out the proper suit of eloth-
es for the day, helped to put them
on, and laced my shoes. He was
seolded for the least mistake, though
I npever swore at him. The man
then brought the newspapers, a pot
of coffee and rolls, and Keld a mateh
while I lighted a gilt-monogram
cigarette, especially made for me in
Cairg.”

““Say, you're a fine liar. . . . He
smokes a good brand all right. . . .
Don’t stop him, lads.™

“Next 1 went downstairs to the

clubrooms, . perhaps plaved a game

¢ | of billiards or answered some letters.

I found a bill in  my mail for five
hundred dollars—the cost of a'special
train in which T went to a golf
tournament, having overslept the
regular train time. I drew a check
for the amount, and sent my man to
the bank for an equal sum in eash,
so as to have it handy for small ex-
penses. | was liberal with the ser-
vants. After this a visit to_the
manicure to have my nails eut. Per-
haps a eall on the tailor or the flor-

no right to look at it in that way.

The men finished pouring the molds
with unusual  briskness. Everyone
was good humored. They lauzhed
and cracked jokes as they bent their
backs to the incandeseent ladles; the
apprentices skylarked about, brand-
ishing  their skimmers. Nobody
minded ordinary mishaps. For it
was pay dayv. Saturday afternoon,
and' good monéy eoming for another
week’s toil. The cupola hum ceased,
and a quarter ton of molten iron was
dumped by the hinged doors beneath,
sending a last brilliant glare through
the foundry steam and smoke. The
nten stood in line aeross the shop, a
sooty battalion, while the pay-
master, who was lean and wore
spectacles, passed along calling the'
names and handing each man a little
blue envelope.

Some tore - open the envelopes,
eagerly counting the bills and silver:
others boisterously tossed eoins in
the air or made to swallow them in
affectionate zeal. The elders were
not entirely exempt from enthusiasm,

and even the consumptive spectre
smiled.

Debts were settled. Jghn Day re-
teived union dues fronP those who

doubted their ability to pay at the
proper: time. One man said he would
be drunk ustil the Monday whistle.
Another vowed to take in the grand
opera to see if the women in the
audience had on as many diamonds
as the papers reported. Someone
suggested it would cost two weeks’
wages, but he was told to go burn
himself, because once a tramp mold-
er got a job as super and was paid
for seeing everything.

A group of young molders gestured
and talked loudly in a ecorner where
one of them was smoothing the sand
with a shovel. A narrow line was
traced across one end of the smooth
space. Tom Locker, his sleeves rel
led up. exeitement in his eves, stood
a dozen feet from the mark and
jingled a handful of silver dollars.

“Make it a quarter, Tom,” plead
ed a thin-faced small man. “Half a
dollar, anywav—""

“Yes, make it half,”’ cried several.

“You pikers get off by vourselves,””
shouted Tom, and stooping he poiscd
a dollar between thumb and fore
finger. The white dise twirled away
and Jjell an ineh bevond the mark.
“You fellows ean’t beat that !"”

“My God, she slipped ca me,” ex-
claimed the next man as his coin
missed by six inches.

“Just my _luck,”” mourned the
third player, farther astray. ““And I
was going to buy my girl—"

Not until the sixth and last throw!
was there any doubt of the winner.
This dollar grazed Tom’s eoin with
a faint clang and nestled almost be-
side it. The men rushed up,
and peered across the line.
prentices, who were pitehing dimes
nearby, came to learn the large de-
cision. It was a marrow case, pro-
duetive of language, but Tom had
won. Flushed with vietory, he took
all the  dollars sown in the black
sand and went baek to begin a new
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ist. . After luncheon, 1 sat in the

“God, yon was a busy man !. . . A
girl trimmed his nails 1"

“I sat in the club window talking
about the \ people who passed on
Fifth Avenue and those who stayed
at home. It might be there was a
new divoree to diseuss or the fashion
in neckties. A little later I sent for
my mount and took an hour’s ride
through the
some ecarriages to gossip with the
ladies. This was an important duty.
If I.did not ride, I invited a friend
or two for an auto trip to Tarry-
town. I dined at The club from sev-
en until nine—certainly, champagne
and duck—and then perhaps played
or two hours. We refreshed our-
selves with cordials and Seotch
whiskey. ~ At eleven o’clock Williams
hurried me off to a reception, where
I talked “divorces and neckties for
some time. I came home, ate, drank,
smoked and went to bed.”

The auditors guffawed. Amid ex-
clamations of derision there were
some compliments for the cleverness
of these falsehoods.

“You done noble,”” said the gap-
a medal for you,” said
another, slicing a
from his belt.

The men laughed so heartily
they eould seareely
game.

Rensen went to his room in Scam-
meél street strangely disturbed, half
amused that the mildest statements
of his life for the past ten years
should be considered a faney picture.
A sincere confession passed for a
joke. The simple eredulity of these
men had a tragie element in it. But
doubtless men of edueation would

that
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Park, stopping beside pa

piece of leather |~

Getting
Recognition

(The present article is from Soli-
darity the new paper published by A,
M. Stirton in the interests of indus-
trial unionism.) e

“‘Recognition is all we want. We're
not out on strike for higher wages or
shorter hours. We're not on strike
for better working conditions. All
we want is for the company to recog-
nize the union and sign the scale.”

Sounds familiar doesn’t it ¥ Very
important too, this matter of recog-
nition. ¥

The worker can get it, (co, just as
they can get anything else they want,
when they go at it in the right way.

The way to get recogmition from
the emiployers is the same as the
way to get. any other eoncessions
from them—ecompel  it. Take it by
the strong hand. 1

That ecan’t be done very well by
one little eraft union going out on
strike while three or four other lit-
tle eraft unions in the employ of the
same eompany stick to their jobs, or
by all the little - eraft unions going
out while the unorganized laborers
around the mill stick to their jobs
and if need be are ready to take a
hand at filling the strikers’ place.

The way to get recognition for the
tmion is to get a union that the
bosses ean’t. help recognizing, one
that ties up the whole plant when
there's a strike, one that says, ‘““An
injury to one is the concern of all.”

That’s the I. W. W.

The bosses recognize the I. W. W.
without being asked. That's the way
they did at McKees Roeks.

If a highwayman held you up on

4 your way home on pay day and at-

temmpted to take your wad and you
knocked him over with a club you
wouldn’t think of asking him to sign
a paper saying that he recognized
that you bad a elub, would you ?

So long as yon put him out of busi-
ness of robbing wou, you'd take it
for granted that that was sufficient
recognition, wouldn’t you ?

Exaetly.

Well; build up the kind of unionism
that will put the robber capitalist
out of thé business of going through
your poekets in withholding from you
what you earn, and what more re-
cognition do you want from him
either ?

The I. W. W. will do it.

Getting the ecapitalist to sign a
piece of paper saying ‘‘recognition,”
isn't worth anything.

After the paper is
only live up to it on
the union is strong enough to en-
foree it; and if the union is that
strong, it doesn’t need the piece ‘of
aper.

‘The way to make an enemy recog-
nize the faet that your sword is
made of steel—if it really is—is to
let him feel its edge. If it isn't
made of steel, his saving that it is
won’'t make it so, or make it one
whit easier for you to defend your-

signed he will
condition that

self against him. The only probable}

result will be that it will furnish

vou with a false hope and throw you Q

off your guard.

Get the union that will get you the

goods and you’ll have the recogni-
tion.
If vou bought a sack of potatoes

and had thém on your shoulder ready
to take home you wouldn’t think of

bantering with the storekeeper to
give you a written certificate saying,
“This man has potatoes,”” would
vou ?

Still less would you think of tak-
ing the certificate in place of the po-
tatoes. What would you expeet your
wife to think of you if you came
home with an empty saeck on your
arm proudly flourishing a serap of

paper sayving: ‘“This man has pota-
toes.”” ““Why sure I've got 'em, Tat-
ers. Got ’em down here in black and
white. Signed statement. Had to

jaw_around a long time to get it and
picket the store besides. Threatened
E.o boyeott. Badly handled by a po-

laugh even more heartily at such a
recital, knowing its truth, under-
standing well its meaning.

His thoughts beeame agitated as
he paeed the little room. He was
feverish and uneasy. Lack of appe-
tite, a semsation of languor and a
faint dizziness indieated physieal
causes.

(To be eontinued)
e
PERFIDY OF THE RULINGCLASS

W. R. Shier.

The ruling elass, except in some
isolated cases, has always proved in-
imieal to the interest of the major-
ity, where the ruling caste has repre-
sented only the minority, as in aris-
toeracies, timoeraeies, absolute mon-
archies and oligarchies. The nation
has not the_ ruling caste to thank
for its present liberties. What etern-
al dickering with the perfidious kings,
what perpetual struggles with priv-
ileged minorities (as witness plebian
with patricians,) what treasure and
blood has been spent for our liber-
The masses may aceept
the injunetion of Stratford, “Put net

but T made the old fellow
give in and sign this. See, here it
reads, ‘This man has potatoes !’
Glorious victory ! Nobly w. the
class struggle ! Taters ! oop !

Hooray ! ‘This man has potatoes.’
Great, isn't it.” Seidy
Your wife would well be justified

in thinking that you HWad been par-
taking pretty freely of that ‘which
made Milwaukee famous.

T guess she’d want something more
than that to put in the pot for din
ner. You do, too. You want the
goods, Shorter hours ‘and better
pay. More dinner and -less work.
Build up the union that will get
them for you and secure them to you
by orgamizing all your fellow wage

i
|

CIRCULATION STATEMENT

Following is the circulation of
Cotrron's for the issue of last week
Dec. 23rd. 4

ONIRflo. o vabs sk coss oi vess 1459

British Columibia. ... 921

Prov. of Quebec. .. . 894

Nova Scotia. .. .. . 514

Aot cois 5 o . 430

New Brunswick. . . 268

Saskatchewan ... . 267

Manitoba. .. . 292

Elsewhere ....... P, |

Yukon Territory. ..... 8

Prince Edward Island. o

T, .igvessiatesds 5014
Gain for week. ....... 202

Total issue for last week 6,000.

slaves so that they all move to-
gether and you needn’t worry about
the boss not recognizing it.

We've got recogmition now. Got ity
in chunks. Got it to burn. The
es all over the country have already
recognized the 1. W, W. So have the
politicians. So have the employ-
ment sharks. So have the Pabor
.sharks. So have the labor fakirs.
So have all the parasites that have
been sucking the blood of honest
toil. They recognize the faet that
the {. W. W. is the organization that
is destined yet to brush them aside
like the vermin they are and win for
the producers of wealth not simply
the scanty pickings of a shabby ex-
istence but all the wealth that they
produce.
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| THE PEOPLE’S POEMS|
THE KINGDOM OF PROFIT

Matthew, 19: 14.
They stood in the fact’ry doorway
Mary and brother Danf 3
A chllx! with- the face of a woman,
A child with the face of a man.

Hungry and fhin and ragged,
And undersized were they,
As they stood at the door and shiv-
ered
 Ere night had turned to day.

The tender care of a- mother
They had not known for years.

Their father had died a pauper
And left them with their fears;

Left . them alone in Boston,
(The home of pork and beans)
Where little baltes are ““cheaper’’
Than grown-ups or machines.—

Boston the smooth and cultared,
The ‘‘classie’’ and “‘refined,””

Where into books and baubles
The children’s lives they grind.

The church of (God ?) felt keenl
The children’s sorry plight, .
And got them a job with Skinner,

Who was their leading light.

And thus it was that we found them,
“l-.ro night had turned to day,

With toil-worn limbs and with faces
That had not learned to play.

They stood in the fact’ry doorway,
Mary and brother Dan,
And the ‘devil laughed at the pros-

pect,
—By The Unknown.
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WHAT CAN YOU DO ?

You can study for all you are
worth. Read the best books, sub-
seribe to the best papers, hear tha
best leetures.

You ecan join the Party. Your
doing so will encourage our aetive
workers. There is inspiration in

numbers and growth.

You can sell literature at Soecialist
meetings. It is easily done.

You can get your friends to sub-
seribe to Socialist papers. Only a
little gall and persistence are neces-
sary.
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50c PER 100

A new Bundle Rate is now in force.
You can get a bundle of one hundred
Cotton’s for soc, and as many hundred
as you like at (he same jate.  Nothing
less than one hundred copies at this
rate. Every local can surelv 1ake a
hundred copies per week.

. o S

Dirt cheap.

It is
either an
character.

environment that moulds
iron easting or a human

Nature says All things are yours.
Capitalism says, This is mine.

The INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALIST REVIEW °

Of, by and for the Working Class. The onlygreat popular illustrated maga-

zine that stands for revolutionary socialism. Circulation doubled twice since

present editors took charge. Size increased from 68 pages to 100. More

and better scientific articles than ever, besides pictures, stories and news.
Ten cents a copy; $1.00 a ; to Canada $1.20; to other
countries §1. 2 tr 8

g Local and tra wanted; will
start , 10 copies of -the latest and 4 sub-
M“Mhmm-ﬁ,mt«ﬁ.n

CHARLES H. KERR & CO., 130 Kinzle §t., Chicago.

boss- b

FIR

T

J. B. I
Chas. Th
Geo. He

Fred Yo
captures a
A vearl
Smart, M
Three ha
wam, dires
H. Lowe,
“Ever ¢
more trial
way Comr
Ont., puts
T. A. G
comes a
“More pow
in the scru

Ton copi
ing Alta.,
one comm
capitalism.

Theo. H:
ford, Sask.
the  dope
for a year

Robert )
writes, *‘]
cents for t
treatment

A yearly
the way fr
Cowansvill
staff of Cc
does the i

William
Callum, W
their year
selves, “‘t
pupils.

A vearly
rade J. K.

R. H. C
rolls in a
manity’s s

J. Lestr:
yearly sub:
Toronto,
cialist but
try of any
bigotry.”

"1 receiv
paper last
tive spell {
can to rus
Ira R. O.
comes into

Eight ~ |
Percy J. 4
course I h:
to get the
thousand,”
closing.

Charles
Torgonto L
twelve hali
writes, “‘T
were  resp
others dise
in present

H_N. C
plunks dow
boys of the
lads of the
counter. (
thé right s
among the

““When ge
eialist pap
doing good
whole hum:
F. Larson,
tumbles th
tent.

S. E. Hai
sends along
and - write
makes th
need Social
vears and {
hide and t:
bones.”’

Two half
Alta., one |
newspapers
in the St:
stamp plae
fifty-two e«
{ ton’s to an
price theref

. is one ¢

The foll
responsible
ers reachin
H. J. Law
A. Hintz,
both of Be
lum, Ottaw
Ont.; Gust;
Nels . Sorli
Browning,
berg, Lost
Orchard,
Vietoria, = |
land, and
British Col

J. B, Iry
writes, “Ou
We are onl;
ent. Orga
rade O’Bri
spreading t.
in a spar
this it is
out, and v
can do mor
buting Soe
sure the ti
will be su
Capitalist !
to run the
like the old
that will or
So here’s h
sand will |
future.”
win sends i
yearlies.

Vi

2
i

®




