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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

OF

METHODISM IN ENGLAND.

John Wesley born ««++ 1703 | The rules of the ocieties were pub-
Entered Christ Church college, Oxford 1720 lished, and entilled * T'he Nature,
Ordained a deacon senis «ooe 1725 Design, and General Rules, of the
Preached his first sermon in Oxfordsh. " l United 8ocieties in London, Bistol,
Elected Fellow of Lincoln college .. 1726 Newecastle-upon-Tyne," &c May | 1743
Received the degree of Master of Arts 1727 { The first conference held in Loundon,
rdained a priest sone oo 1723 commenced June 25th; consisted of
Nawme of Methodist applied by some l six clergymen and four lay preachers
|

Quarterly fasts first appointed

Thomas Wesiall.  These desired to Dr. Coke unites with Mr. Wesley,

students at Oxford University to and lasted five days sens eeos 1744
Messrs John & Chatles Wesley and The band rules published, Pec. 25 ..
to two others. These four formed { Second corference, held in Bristol,
the first Methodist sociely wnse 1190 commenced Aug lst; and consisted
Mr Wesley ¢mbarked, as a missionary [ often preachers. Subjects consider-
for Georgia «-+« 1735| ed were, church government, justifi-
The second Methodist society formed | _eation, sanciification ... .+ 1745
in Savannah ... eess 1736 | Third conference, in Bristol, May 13th,
Mr Wesley returned to England .... 1738| Present, eight preachers .. o 1748
Convinced, through Peter Bohler, of | Circuits firstmentioned this year. The
unbelief, March 5 2 stk ' following were the first: London,
Formed third Methodist gociety ..... i Bristol. Cornwall, Evesham, York,
Obtained faith and assurance, May 24 Newcastle, and Wales. Each was
Preached his sermon on * Salvation by some hundreds of miles in circymfe-
Faith® before the Oxford University » rence .. ceee 1746
Left England for Hernhuth, in Ger- Probably circuit stewards were now
many, to visit the Moravian breth- | appointed sese W
ren, June 23 g ceee "™ ITreland first visited by Mr Wesley,
ds nssisied by Joseph Humphreys, the | Aucust 4 bive 9P
first of his lay preachers eee " [ Mr Wesley married a Mrs. Vizelle :

Preached first in the open air in Eng- [ after20years disturbing, she left him,
land, near Bristol, to about 3000 per- [ and died 1781 .... . ceee 1750
sons, April2 ... + 1739 Scotland first visited by Mr Wesley .. 1751

Began his itinerancy this year «ese " [ First conference in Ireiand  Seven

Laid the first stone of the first Meth. ‘ preachers travelled there this year .. 1752
preaching house, in Bristol, May 12 * | The form of renewing the covenant

Preached in Blackhearh, June 141, 1o ’ first used in the Londoan society, Aug 1755
12,0005 and on the 27th, on Kenning- T he yearly collection for contingencies
ton Common, to 15, 00 persons ... ” | commenced in the classes .. . 1756

Opened the first Methadist preac hing- Mr Fletcher fist assisted Mr Wesley,
house, called the Foundry, in Lon. | March 13 voss JT57
don, Nov 11. [First house built in ( Mr Chas Wesley ceased his itineraucy
Bristol; first opened in London] .. » | and settled in Bristol ’ sves JTD

Created Siewards .. «vee 1739 | The twelve rules of a helper now first

First hymn book published, entitled | published e eee 1763
“‘Hymunsand Sacred Poems by Messrs ¢ ‘I'he Preachers’ Fund’ institnted for
J. & C. Wesley' .. Sebe vaise: N relieving old and sickly pre achers,

The mothersociety formed in London; or the widows and childien of
Which commenced the united socie- preachers cees veee teee M
ties. But coming after the preced- Minutes of conference now first pub-
ing, itis also reckoned the JSourth | lished .. oo 1763
Methodist sociery yind <+« " | This year there were 40 circuits, 104

The first lay irinerant preachers were ‘ preachers, and 25911 members .. 1767
Thomas Maxfield, ‘I'hos Richards, ‘ ”
serve Mr Wesley, and were employ- | Augl3 .o cons oo 1776
ed by him in the beginning of ... 1740 | First volume of the Arminian maga-

The societies divided into ciasses, and zine published .... oo oo 1778
the office of class-leader instituted.. 1742 | The large hymn hook published, dated

Band meetings institnted ... ees " [ October 20, 1779 .. vees 1780

Second hymn boog published «ess " | Adam Clarke admitted on trial . .. 1753

Quarierly visitation of classes begun in [ Deed of declaration executed, consti-
Loundon; and wckets, as marks of tuting 100 preachers * The Confer-

approbation, given to membe:s, Mar ence of the people called Method-

First wateh night in London, Aprit9 " | iss," February 28 e 1784
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