
A I'ATIUOTH rUKKI) l'»

I believe in an administration of public affairs—federal, provincial,

and municipal—that makes for an equality of respect towards the

rectitude of administrative rule.

TIl.Ti' is a WilVi' lliolioll to 1 k d willl, ill tllr IVrlilll.l.' of

ailmiiiistrativ.- nilf. and it is .lilli'-uh ..1 tii.i.s 1.. .atfli up with tlh'

i-aiis." lit" I'ivii- (if«riii.'fac.\ in onlcr to jiroviil.' a;.'aiii>t it a^ an rt't'.'<-t.

A l)rli.f in thr nctitiid.' of adiMiiiisl rativf nil.' can n.'V.T \>r .liiiiiiiat.Mi

fi 1 tl tlii.'s of any Statr of coiiininnitN . 'I'lii' appivciatioii of >\\rU

is always nior.' or l.-ss in .'vicLncf. (lir.'ctly or incliriM'tly. A hnrnr.l

canvass for votes will often imlnc tlic iintliinUiii'_' to inaki> iiioiv of

til.' srcondal-y tliail of tll.' c»cntial: while the pfospeet of there lieinL'

a majority airainst the eNsential too ofti^n lireeiU a li>tlessne>, on the

part of till' intelliyr,.,., • r. Ami. Iietween th.' illoirieal imlneenient

on the one hand and th eulpalile listlessness on the othi'f. iiieapahh-s

are too fre.piently chosen to assn'iie the oversi^'ht of pulilic affairs.

And thus is it that hard thinjr^ iiave come to he said iniliseriiiiinately

of our pul)lic men nid the waywartlne>s of all administratise rule. In

fact, in the heated <-ontest> for offici', there >.eems to Ite mofe I d

L'iv.ii to a defamatory falsity than to an honest pleadiiiu': an.! Mius

the swiu'.' of the communal mind from a contemplation of what i^

wrony to what is riu'lit. and hack aLiain to wliat is wroni: or injurious

to the ])iil(lic welfare, is what produi'cs. no doulit. the wav • motion

thai lilnnts or corrupts th" communal conscience at one time and

ipiiekens or rectifii's it at another time, to the disadvantairc or

advantaire of the various phasi's of administrative rule from the parish

council to the haIN of parliament.

To :_'ivc sujjport to a rule that is not W(U'thy of respect i> one ot

the wor>t features in the civic ethics of any Stati'. The stereotyped

l>art,\ite is as eneveratiiij.' to the welfare of the State as is the |iul>!ici-.t

ho cares only ahont securin'..r votes to accomplish his >elf-ae-.i.'randi>e-

nicut. <»n the other hand .it is ^M-atifyinjr to know that the

constitnencies. which jiosscss a native iiit"lliirence in larcfer or smaller

measure, are irettinjr wider awake than heretofore to the unworthy

l)ractices that make for disrespect to a prospective rule havint'

fxcliisivcly the i)ul)li(' interest at heart. The s.yiin.' tluit a man cannot

he a politician and at tlio same time i)e an iioiiest citizi'ii: or tiiat it is

not to he looked uimn as a wi'onjr-doiii<r in line with other hreaches

of till' moral law to steal from tlii> State; or that the control of

government i)atronaye is a '"sine <iua iidu" in cl'iuhinir to ami kecpiiij:


