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Iciv:; ru,'aHiii4 seiiptmc?, tliN fmly sMfficieiU guicli- in faitli

and prictico, tliro igli^nt llio Cal3cliism and Confirnmtion

^S^;rvice ; aid il h not prosunud or oxpocted, lliat tliOfC

young p5,r,so!H even p )ssoss a copy of tlio sacred book.

Human ompositions, in this Coiifirmation Service, supplant

Divine, and a kiiowlo li*o of the former, to the almost entire

excliiiio'J of the latter, i< reprosJented, and youn;j persons are

ta iglit t ) b:;li(;vo it, quite sntBcient to introduce tlioni to a

"state of salvition,"— ;iifficient t> justify the Bishop, by

laying hish:ind> upon th(.'ir heads, to certify them by that sign

of Gjd's "fivor a-id gracious goodness" ^«/<icM/ar/y touards

Mem —snlTicient toontiile them to all the privileges of tho

Church of Go I on eirih, and to encourage their hope of ever-

lasting life in heaven. This hears a strict resemblance lo the

piesciiption of tiio Romis'i Chun-h, but not to ihc practice

of the Apostles of the Saviour. They " reasoned with the

people out of the Sciiptures ;" they "constantly persuat'cd

them concerning Josus, both out of the law and the prophets."

Evftry thing they did had its sanction in, and coincided with,

the mind of the Holy Ghost. Their motto and their exhorta-

tion was, " Search the Scriptures." Their object in con-

firmation was t«) establish the believers in the faith and

knowledge of the Siri|)tures ; and one of the chief character-

isiics of the recipients (.^ Apostolic confirmation was, "that

they received the word with all readiness of mind, and

starched ih Scriptures daily whether these things were so,"

fi)r they were anxious to possess a Divine reason for their

piaciice, and the hope that was in thorn.

Again, you will observe, that the qtialification for Elpiscopal

conrirmation does not umsist in faith ; that inward spiritual

principle "which is of ihe operation of the Holy Ghost;

wliich works by love and purifies the heart," and which the

Scripiires teach us is the essential characteristic of all true

disciples^ " without which it is impossible to please God."
Though this ceremony is considei'.d by your church so im-

portant, and its attendant blessings '^o great and precious,

yet tie preparation for it is not the conversion of the heart to

God, tho personal possession of " the spirit of Christ," but

the mere ropetiiiun in their " mother tongue of the Creed,

tho Lord's Prayer, and tho ten Commandments," and ability (o

answer " Jie other questions of this short catechism." Such
u qualification for the admission unto Christian privileges, is

utterly at variuncu with the will of Christ, who enforced the

necessity of a change of heart, and the profession of a saving

faith. It is opposed to tliat which, by tho Apostles, was uni-

versally demanded of the primitive disciples. Those whom the

Apostolic guides admilind to the Church, are described us
** saints," as " believers," as " holy brethren," as *• the cir-

ciinuiition who worship God in the ij 'rit" as " tho followers

of God," and as " tho temples ok .ne Holy Ghost ;" they


