
or to the wliolf Ilritisli Norlli AmiTican provinces". Hy o slrangi

coincidcnct' the lliric nmrilimc im)viiu-i'9, Niw llrunswick, Xova Scotia

and I'rinci- liilwaril Island, win- at the simc time consideruiK a

union among tlieniselves and had arranged to meet al Chariot telown

on the 8th of SeptemlHr of the same year for the i>urix>se of i-onsider-

inK the terms on which such a nniim could Iw torniec'. The Rovem-

ment of Canada, taking advantage of this stale -' feeling m the

Maritime ]>rovinces, apixrinted a delegation to visit harlottelown

for the purposi' of suggesting a larger union, to inc le I pixT and

U)wer Canada. The larger proiK>silion was very favorably eiiler-

lained and the Charlottetown Conference accordingly ailjourned

to meet at the city of QueU'C on the loth day of Octolnr folloHing.

The place of meeting was wisi'lv chosen. The City of ( hiebec had

Uen the scene in former vears of many Conferences and meetmgs

for the consideration of public questions. There the old I'rench

Ciovernois and Intendants held Court with not a little of the gaiety

and glamour of Paris and Versailles. There the Council of Stale

formed after the Conquest, adjudicated upon all matters ccmceming

the gwid government of the new colony. There the first simulacrum

of a Parliament established under the Constitutional Act of ;c)i

sought with feeble purpose to speak for the pi'ople of Quebec, and

there, after the retreat from Montreal on the burning of the Par-

liament Huildings in 1849, Parliament met to wrangle over I'rench

domination, and political patronage, and Clergy Resenes, ard the

woes and wrongs of all who had no share in the ollkes and em. )hi-

ments of government. A place, certainly, of many meetings,

hostile and friendly, national and local, historical!- d revolutionary.

Let us recall one of these as it affords a striking contrast to the con-

ference now being held. It is the meeting of Saxon and Gaul in

mortal struggle for the possession of the strongest miUtary outpost

of France.

My story brings us back a little over a hundred years. Quebec

was then as now, the Gibraltar of America, rugged and apparently

impregnable, beetling high over the placid St. Lawrence. Since her

foundation stone was laid bv Champlain in 1608 she was the pride

and glory of her citizens, and the envy of all the enemies of France.

To take Qi'-bec was to complete the conquest of French America,

for beyond her walls there was nothing to intercept the invader.

But William Pitt the Great Commoner and War Minister must not

be defied. British valour must be called upon to scale those heights,

silence the guns of His Most Christian Majesty and write in blood,

if need be, the title deed of her surrender. Or. the morning of Septem-

ber the 1 3th, 1 759, the invader and the invadeu .net in the dim twilight

,

not for conference as the two races are meeting now, but for battlr.

It was a meeting of fire and blood and fury. Both leaders staked

their lives on the result and lost. With the consecration of the
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