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It is, however, one phase of moral and in-

tellectual wants, that those who most need
such supplies are most ignorant of their

need. Men must then be educated to feel

this need." He thinks that the Mechanics'

Institute should " begin afresh," and " as-

cend a wider platform. It should change
its name into that of an Institution for pro-

moting knowledge amoir' all classes," be-

coming, in some measure, " the successor to

[/. <•., continuing tlie work of] the Public

Schools."

CANVASSING FOR MEMBERS.

No. I proposes that a canvass should be
made for new members, and is confident

that many members could be thereby se-

cured.

No. 6 thinks the Directors might consti-

tute themselves a body of voluntary canvas-

sers, or they might appoint a jiaid canvas-

ser, and should take care to have their

cause well advocated in the local press.

No. 7 recommends that cards should be
posted up in workshops, &c., drawing atten-

tion to the principal attractions of an Insti-

tute, stating fees, &c., so as to procure new
members.

No. 13 suggests that in cities where large

numbers of tradesmen and labourers may
be met with in one establishment, sub-com-

mittees of Institute members should be ap-

pointed to induce their shop-mates to join.

To help in this work, small printed slips,

handbills, or cards, stating the terms of

membership, &c., should be distributed.

COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS.

No. ID suggests that Institutes might be
made more popular if each member were
allowed a limited number of complimentary
tickets, permitting one admission to the

rooms of the Institute. Many who were not

m ?rs would thereby be drawn from other
> 1 ces of resort, who by the socia-

.- Institute would be induced to

V ^ imbers.

READING ROOM.

No. 2 urges that the reading room " should

be comfortable, spacious, and in every way
attractive ; such, in short, as should success-

fully rival bar-rooms or drinking parlours."

No. 7 recommends that llie rooms be
' cheery, bright, and cosily furnished."

No. 8 recommends that library and read-

ing-room should be mac'e " as comfortuble

and attractive as possible."

No. 1 1 thinks that enough copies of the

local dailies should be in the room to pre-

vent waste of time by members in waiting

to read them.
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No. I proposes that the books in the

library should be railed off, so that they

should not be handled by the members, but

handed down by boys. There would be less

rummaging of the books, and fewer stolen.

No. 5 thinks the library should contain

entertaining works, such as " well-selected

novels, interesting travels, voyages, and ad-

ventures, and other works which would at-

tract the attention." He urges that "ifwe suc-

ceed in inducing a man to read, a great point

has been gained," and that he will after-

wards " pass on to books from which valu-

able knowledge and instruction may be
derived. But the first object should be to

please."

No. 6 says a good library is " one of the

best methods of diffusing knowledge, and of

continuing and extending that which has

been done in our schools." He thinks a

committee should be appointed for the pur-

chase of books ; and that great care should

be exercised in the selection of works of fic-

tion, only those of the best authors being

chosen. He also thinks that, to obviate

the difficulty often experienced by Institutes

in getting the books they require, the Asso-

ciation of Mechanics' Institutes should estab-

lish an agency, whereby Institutes could
have their orders filled promptly and cor-

rectly.

No. 13 recommends that the library be
made attractive ; maps and natural history

and mechanical charts should grace the

walls, and specimens of the work of the class-

students in writing, drawing, and modelling
should be exhibited for a time. Books
should not be made to look repulsive by
being put in brown paper covers. Healthy
fiction, he thinks a prime necessity ; and
the newest popular works on scientific sub-

jects should be got. A list of the new books
purchased should be hung in the library,

as often as additions are made. The selec-

tion of books should be such as " to offer

some special inilucement to persons of every
avocation.


