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of uealS)—namely, the young harp, young hood, old harp and bed-

lamer (the latter is the year old hood), and the old hood. There

is a difference of two shillings per cwt. in the value of each deno-

mination. .
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The first operation after landing and weighing is the skinning, or

separating the fat from the skin ; this is speedily done, for an expert

skinner will skin from 300 to 400 young pelts in a day. After being

dry-salted in bulk for about a month, the skins are sufficiently cured

for shipment, the chief market for them being Great Britain. The
fat is then cut up and put into the seal-vats.

The seal-vat consists of what are termed the crib and [)an. The
crib is a strong wooden erection, from twenty to thirty feet square,

and twenty to twenty-five feet in height. It is firmly secured with

iron clamps, and the interstices between the upright posts are filled

in with small round poles. It has a strong timber floor, capable of

sustaining 300 or 400 tons. The crib stands in a strong wooden

pan, three or four feet larger than the square of the crib, so as to

catch all the drippings. The pan is about three feet deep, and

tightly caulked. A small quantity of water is kept on the bottom

of the pan, for the double purpose of saving the oil in case of a leak,

and for purifying it from the blood and any other animal matter of

superior gravity. The oil made by this process is all cold-drawn

;

no artificial heat is applied in any way, which accounts for the un-

pleasant smell of seal oil. When the vats begin to run, the oil drops

from the crib upon the water in the pan ; and as it accumulates

it is casked off, and ready for shipment. The first running, which

is caused by compression from its own weight, begins about the 10th

of May, and will continue to yield what is termed pale seal oil from

two to three months, until from 50 to 70 per cent, of the quantity

is drawn off, according to the season, or in proportion to the quantity

of old seal fat being put into the vats. From being tougher, this is

not acted upon by compression, nor does it yield its oil until decom-

position takes place ; and hence it does not, by this process, produce

pale seal oil. The first drawings from the vats is much freer from smell

than the latter. As decomposition takes place the colour changes

to straw, becoming every day, as the season advances, darker and

darker, and stinking worse and worse, until it finally runs brown

oil. As this running slackens, it then becomes necessary to turn
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