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.'.)'<,; .7. ,(>:> .tt.

,
«• Persevere for the furtherance of this Royal Work, that it may be

bror^ht to a full perfection. Because it is to be the foundation of so great a work,

boih for the good of the Kingdom in general, and for the particular interest of every

Baronet. "-Ze^ter from King James /., written on his death-bed, to the Privy Council

(^Scotland, ^Urd March 1625.
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With a view of enabling the Baronets of Scotland and Nov> Scotia

in particular, and the Scottish Nation in general, to understand more fully

the merits of THE NOVA SCOTIA QUESTION, and the value and

importance of the rights, privileges, and properties which collectively be-

long to them in British North America, under the grants and charters

of King James I. and King Charles I., the following miscellaneous Memo-

randa, Opinions, Extracts, and Notes have been compiled from the

authorities and publications respectively cited :

—

His Majesty King James the First, on the 5th of August, 1621, ad-

dressed a Letter to the Lords of the Privy Council of Scotland, stating that

"He had ever been reaily to embrace any good occasion whereby the

honour and profit of his kingdom of Scotland might be advanced;" and

directing them "to grant unto Sir William Alexander (then principal

Secretary of State for Scotland, and afterwards Earl of Stirling) and to his

heirs, assignees, and any others who should join with him in the under-

taking, a Signature, under the Great Seal of Scotland, of the Royal

PROvmcE 01' Nova Scotia or New Scotland, to be hplden of the

Crown and Kingdom of Scotland as a part thereof, with such powers to

colonize, govern, and dispose of the same, as had at any time pas[t ever

been delegated oy the Crown to any subject whatsoever."—Z.^tter Jrom

James /., dated Beauvoir, 5th August, 1621.

Immediately consequent to the receipt of this letter, a royal charter was

passed under the Great Seal of Scotland, 10th September, 1621, erecting

the lands of New Brunswick, Nova Scotiaj, Cape Breton, Pfin,c^ Edward's,

Island, Gaspe, Anticosti, and all the adjacent islands, into one whole and

free lordship and regality, in favour of Sir William Alexander and his

aforesaids, with all the fishings, mines, minerals, metals, and coals, &c., ap-


