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fliould we be able to effedl it, fhe muft

after all drive afhore from the violence of

the wind, being unable to let any more
fail to bear up againft it. Our opinion,

however, was rejefted, and an attempt

was made 'O brace about the fore yard,

but it was . j\md imprafticable, the ropes

and blocks being covered with ice. We
were therefore obliged to let it remain aa

before, and the water having fuddenly

changed its colour, we expefted the fliip

to ftrike every inftant. Small as our ex-

peilations were of faving our lives, 1

thought it incumbent on me to take every

precaution to fave the difpatches I was

charged with, and therefore ordered my
fervant to open my trunks, and collect

all the letters they contained, which I put

into a handkerchief, and tied it about my
waift. He at the fame time offered me
fome money, to the amount of one hun-

dred and eighty guineas, which I defired

Jiim to difpofe of as he thought proper,

thinking it in the prefent emergency ra-

ther an incumbrance than a matter wor-

thy of prefervation. My fervant, how-
ever.


