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ferVice, and your once powerful army is now
wafted away.

The neceffity for yuur return muft, I think,

by this time have very fully appeared. But

even if no fuch neceffity had exifted, you re-

ceived orders to return ; and if difobedience to

the orders of that Sovereign, whofe commiffion

you bear, and to whofe bounty you are fo much

indebted, can be juftified in a military light, I

confefs I am ignorant of the mode.of juftifica-

lion. You attempt to prove that the order

was conditional, and the condition depending

upon your own judgment. It is true, your

orders were to proceed to Bofton as foon as it

could be done without any material rifk to

your health. They who have aflbci^ted with

you in private, who have feen and heard you

in public, will determine whether you was

not in a condition to obey even the tenory

much more the purport of this order. But,

befides the perfuafion which you entertained,

that *' to expofe your conftitution to the next

American winter was in all probability to

doom you to the grave," you affign another

leafon for not returning to America. *' Your

army


