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wonilorriil pro<j;ress of tin; States of space of tiuio not beyond ilic lutiiiDry

Iowa, Minnesota and tlie Ddvotas, it of living- men, there has (rrowii \i|) on
seems too much to ehiini that ourwes- tliis very spot the most wonderfid eity
tern domain is tlieir superior : hut of any a;;-e, with a ])opuhiti<>ii of over
there is <;ood reason for (hjiiijj; so. a million and a half, and hein^r the
('onsi(h'r the unpiecedenteil i^rowth of local ])oint and centre of !)(),()()() miles
tliose States, and yet twenty years ajfo of railway, and the }j;reattst distri-

an American statesnian on the floor of l)utinn- point for food products in the
Con<iresR (piestioned tlie ahility of the world. It is no unwarranted state-

whole State of Minnesota to ]iroduce ment, but one made after careful study
enou<;h in ten years to fee<l a grass- and travel, that in the Canadian
hopper, and such was the ]n'evalent North-West there is a country capa-

iirnorance reoardinj;' that State that ble of maintaininj;' just as dense a

his statement was not discredited liy populatitai, producin;^' j\ist as many

niUl>lllNi; WIIK.AT IS SdlTllKKN M AN IIOl.A. I'S l',l-^ll KI.S I'KK ACKK.

many. Today, Minnesota boasts of a

population of nearly one-and-a-half

millions, ami its averajre wheat yield

is lari.jei- than that of any other coun-

try I'xcept Manitoba and the North-

West Territories. Seventy years a^-o,

an otlicer of the Tnited States army

reported to Washington that Fort

Dearborn should be abandoned, for the

reason that the surroundin<,' country

was of sucli a cluiracter tliat it would

be impossible for it ever to support a

population larj>e enough to Justify its

maintenance, and yet in the short

bushels of grain, and as much live

stock as were raised last year in the

large area tributary to Chicago, and

from which she drew the trade neces-

sary to make her one of the richest

and most progressive cities in the

world. Let any one travel over the

ground and view the expanse of pi-airie

and plain in the Canadian North-

West, compare its soil with that of

the Western States, and the practical

immunity from the droughts, insect

pests, and cyclones, from which unfor-

tunatelv our cousins across the line


