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That WBM the opinion of Mr. Blakt- hi'vithI y«»aps bro, wh<i he

pri'Mided iiH Opixmition leader of the Liberal party in Canada.

I submit now, Mr. Speal<er. with all posgibb- renpeet to the in-

teilifjence and eapacity for eompreliensioii of honourable member*

of this HoiiHe. that it is nbiindnntly elear that, whatever our opinion

may nave been her, .ofore. we eannot now arrive at any eoneiuHion,

we dare no. ..rrive at any eon( liision. other than that thin reeiproeity

Hjrreement. in its oritrin and in its inception, was inti'inb'd to be

worketl out to its natural coiielMsion, or to what Mr. fiiake call"

"its ulterior purpose," so that in «lue time the I'nited States of

Ameriea would take under the nejris of American institutions all the

British dominions on the continent of Xorth America.

CANADA'S BIRTH AS A NATION.

Mr. Speaker, at the time of the abrogation of the old reeii)roeity

aRreement between Canacla and the I'nited States, the people then

to the . -e in the (Joveriiniciit of the I'nited States were cpiite con-

vinced '. lat all they had to do was to abrojtate tl.^t treaty and

within a very few years Canada would come willinijly. indeed, anx-

iously and lovinjrly. within the fohls of {he American tla^. Sir. Can-

ada did not come. Canada s birth as a nation was coincident with

the abrogation oi" that old treat.v. (Loud cheers i. I'nder no im-

ajrinable circumstances, at no iinajrinable time, eoidd she have started

out under better auspices for her future jrrowth and her future

career as a nation, one of tlii« coni|)onent parts of the Hriti.sh Kmpire.

f Cheers). Over forty years a<ro. Sir. wp started out with the Cana-

dian union. We got to<r<'ther a nurrdier of provinces, separated by

lonfi distances, separated also because there was very little know-

ledge in one i)rovince of llic peojtle of the other provinces. They

were se[)arated. also, by ditTerences of race and of creed, but the

people of Canada set to work under the disadvantage of the abro-

gation of the reciprocity treaty to hew out their own destiny, .'vnd

they have done it. (Loud cheers). We have had our little disagree-

ments belv.'een the provinces, our little differences, Mr. Speaker. Dif-

tieulties have been found, as the years have gone by. but we have

surmounted them all. A sturdy and determined patriotism has en-

able i the people of Canada to surmount all these obstacles, and to-

day we are a united people, affording an opportunity for the rest of

the civilized world to 'lok on and see how a Christian and civilized

people can, without ""( \g to extremes, reconcile differences that at


