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aniongr lus brethrcn aniid the sur-
r-ouniiugis w'hich ftirnish the only
p)ossible backgrounid for his re-
miarkable career. It is flot an
Italian, a Frenchu, a Gernian, nor a
Duteli Jesus, but jesus the jew~,
strivingy righitily to realize- his
ideal reformns anîong the -Jews.

It %vas to ascertain the trth iii
ail its bearings upon the cliaracter
and teaehings of Jesus that 'M.
Tissot spent so rnany years in the
HoIy Land, somietimies passing an
eiutire day sketching, a singyle cor-
ner of landscape, returnxng to,
Europe with his eyes full of East-
ern Iight, lis heart full of pions
emotion. His pzinitings are a
vivid coninuentary, a real interpre-
tation of the life of *Tesus, in so,
concrete a form and so clear char-
acters that tluey afford more actual
informiationl iii a glance fluain anv
hundreds of pages about Pales-
tine. His conumentary ulpon the
Gospels is one such as they have
uuever hiad before, enduixug theni

witli a ncew vividness and realit\v,
to helivngpurposes be-

hixud their composition.
If Jamnes Tissot had not been a

firni believer, not onl1y in the liv-
ing- Jesus, but ini the resurrccted
Christ as w~ell, lie couild flot pos-
sibly have painted these pictures.
Thiey are, indeed, the graphie
chronicle of a woîiderful life ac-
ceptecl as truce by mnillions of
human beings. The result of his.
work niust be a reviving- and
broadening of the interest in the
studv of the life of Jesus. He liai;
nuade him live again for inany
w~ho %vould flot or could flot gyrasp
the full content of his life; and for
that Christendom must be grateful.

MI. Tissot liimself thus describes
sonue of lbis pictuires axud thue nian-
iier of thueir making :

" Tluat picture luas a history-a
ver' interestingI story. Perluap.;
vou wvould like to hear it," said
M. Tissot, of the painting of a
mnuch-bedecked womani, clothued


