THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

The Subbuth School.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

THE CENTURIONS FAITH.
August 11th.} A,D. 3l [Luke 7: 1-10.

GoLoxx Trxr:—According to your faith be it unto
you.—Matt. 9: 29,

The same miracle i8 recorded in Matt. 8:5-18
Though in some respects gimilar, that in John 4: 46-
62is not the same.

The sermcn on the mount is ended, and the Lord
returns to the Capernaum, where 8o many mighty
works were wrought. Here ke heals by His word
the servant of a Roman centurion. The servant
was “‘ready todie:’’ Matthew says, ‘*sick of the
palsey;’’ “‘grievously tormented.” **The disease
may have been tetunus,whioh the ancient physicians
included under paralysis.”” The centurion loved his
servant, and had faith to approach the Great Healor

on his bebalf. We learn not whether he was a
proselyte ; but he favoured the Jewish religion, and
stood well with the pcople. The Jewish ** Elders”
or ** Presbyters *’ were very willing to scrve one who
**loved their pation and built them a synagogue,”
and went to Jesus in the name of him whose deep
huminty forbad his going in porson. Thoy plead his
cago with the earnesteness of grateful affection.
{Weshould suppose from Matthow that the centu-
rion went himself _But there is no contradiotion ;
“for he ivho duesa thing by another does it himaelf.”)
The Lord, probably to mark His approval of the
centurion’s faith, proceds to his houso ; but the
miracle is wrought b. fore he comes toit; v. 10 1;
g0 inJer. 4:0u-52  As Josus is coming, a second
deputation is gent, thig time ‘*frionds:” ‘a very
delicate and thoroughly uatural touch.” Their
words attest t! 8 deop humility and strong faith of
the Roman soldier. He felt hmself unworthy to go
to Christ, much more to have the Lord cnter his
house and contract perhaps ceremonial defilement.
He was only a heathen : out of God s fold : A sinner
to0 in the truest sense. Besides his coufidenco in
the Lord's power assured him that He needed not to
come under his roof in order 1o heal bis servant.
His own experience, illuminated by his faith, sup-
plies the illustration. He, ‘"2 man sct under au-
thority”—a subo+dinate officer—was obesed imme-
diately when he merely gave the word to his soldiers
and gervants; huw much more surely would all
agenoies~ would discaye—obey Him who was truly
Lord! HRis faith assures him that a **word * only
of this Mastor was necded.

When the me:sage 1s delivered, the Lord * mar-
velled at him,” which must not be explained away
as inconsistent with His divinits. ** The mystories
of the Lord's humanity are too precious to be thus
srorificed.” Once besides (only) we read of Christ
marcelling, viz : at the unbelief of Nazareth (Mark
62 6), e Lord besrs witness , that faith equal to
that of ttas Gentile He bad not found even among
the covennnt people. A most interesting addition
to Luke’s account is giver, in Matt. 8 1117 : which
is found in Luke 1 another conneotion ; chap. 13:
829 God's sovereign arace should bo scen in
classing Gen'iles with Jewa: nay, in giving thom
the place left vacant by Jewish unbelief.

The roturning messengers find the servant not in
process of recovery, but entirely well. ** Virtuo has
gone f.rth” from Christ.

This pious centurion is to be clagsed with that
other centurion (Acts 1t) in whose case Potor first
completely opened the door of the Christian Church
to the Uentiles. The simplicity of the faith of %i‘gul
soldiers has often been romarked ou. The Lord
seems to use their habits of obedience in doveloping

grace.

THE WIDOW OF NAIN.
August 18th.] A. D, 31 [Luke 7: 11-17.

GoLOEN TsxT:~And when the Lord saw her. He
d compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep
not,—v, 13,

This miracle is recorded by Luke only. It is one
of threo instances in which we read ihat Christ
raisod the doad. *' He raised one, Jairusdaughter,
when just dead ; one (as hero) on the way to burial ;
one (Lazarus) who had been buried four days;'’ see
Matt. 9: 18, Mark 5: 22, John 11. He who will finally
raige all the dead, (John & : 28) has already rhown
His absolute power over death.

Nain was a small town in the tribe of Issachar, a
few miles South of Mount Tabor, on the road to
Jerusalem, on the northern slope of little Hermon.
Not by acoident the Lord approached the gate of
Nain, when the only son of a widowed mother was
being carried forth, (for tho Jews interred outside
their towns) for burial. The sympathic sorrow of
the Lord was testified by the * much people” who
were with her to whora bereavement proverbially
bitter had come (Jer. 626, Zech. 12: 10, Amos 8 : 20.)
The compassionate Saviour will first allay her grief :
**weep not.”’ The word is not vain, but is followed
by & mighty act, (see Rev. 21:4.) As at Lazarus
grave, the conqueror of death knows what He will
do. *le came and touched the bier,” or open
coffin; there being, doubtless, something in His
manner which caused the bearers * to stand stilL.”
In raising Lazarus He stands before the grave : here
He touches the coffin ; Jairus’ daughter He took by
the hand. In His own name—not looking for highsr
aid as prophets did when they raised the dead(l
Kings 17 ; 21, 2 Kings 4 : 33.)~He saye ‘‘ young man
arise.” Immediately life and health return.
“Christ arouses from the bier as easily as another
would arouse from the bed.”

Theo raised youth is * delivered to his mother,”
now to be hers, we may hope, in a truer sense than
before: forlittle doubt there is a deeper reason for
the miracle than the mere consoling of the widow,
though this is not a trifle to the compassionate Lord.

The effect of this miracle is that ** a fear came on
all.” The hand of omnipotence was seen, and men
cannot have Qod come near withoutawe. Even the
holiest and loftiest veil their faces befors Him.
Those conscious of guilt are filled with alarm, chap.
1:65. But the people aleo **glorify God’ whose
power was revaaled, declaring that “a great pro-
phet isrisen,” and that God hath visited Hig people,

(chap. 1:68.) None, but the greatest propbetshave
raised the dead. Though the multittde might not
know tpat this was “the Prophet” (Deut. 13 : 15}
they will at least class Him with Elijah and Elishs.
Though hundreds of years hnd elapsed since the
death of Malacki, the last of the old dmophe;s, God
had visited His peoplo again in sending this mes-
senger from Himself.

o ** rumour of Him" i.e., the report not merely
of what the people said of Him, but the report ¢
the miracle wrought pervaded all Judea,—to whi
he was on his way,—and sll the region round about
the city of Nain. Thus whilst he did pot *‘cauto
His voice to be heard in_the streets,” men wore
everywhere prepared for His coming andleager to
hear Him.



