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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
TIF1E CENI'UftONIS PlAIT]fib

Augnat Ith.) A, D. 31. [Luko 7: 1-10.
GOLDmit Tire :-According te vour/aith be it tinte

veu.-Matt. 9: 29.
Tho samne miracle la rocorded in Matt. 8 : 5-13

Thougli in somne respects similar, thiat la John 4: 46&
52 is net the saine.

The serinita on the inount is onded, and tho Lord
returne to the Capernaum, where Bo many migbty
vorks were wrought. Boere hoe heals by Bis word
the servant of a Roman centurion. The servant
vas " ready te die:" l Mattbew qaye, " sick of tho
iVaisey ;" "grlevously tormented." "The diseaso
may have been tetanus,whioh theoancientphysicians
lncluded underparalysis3." The centurion loved bis
servaut, and bad faith te approach the Great Hlealor
on hie hebaif' We leara nlot whethor hoe vas a
prosolyl o; but ho favoured the Jowi8h religion, and
stood woll with the peoplo. The Jowisb *Eiders"
or'* Prosbyters " voeo very willing te serre ono vho
"lovcd their nation and but them a synagogue,"

and vent to Jesus la the anme ef bim wfloso deop
humilitv furbad bis gongr in person. Thoypload bie
case with the earnestecs of grateful affection.
(IVe sbould suppose from .Matthûw that tho centu-
rion vent himsclf But thore is ne contradiotion ;
"forh)e #nie dttes thing bp cnet/er does it imae/f."1)
The Lord, probably te mark Ilis approval of the
centurion's faifli, proec!eds te bis bouse ; but the
miracle is vxought b. fore ho cornes teoit; v. 10 1I
se lu Jer. 4: DU-54~ As J esus is eem ia a second
do putation is ent, this timo ', friods: 'a very
dcl ucax o and thoroughly natural teuch." Their
werds attest tl e deop h umility and strong faith eo'
tbe Roman seldier. 11etoIt himsolf unwerthy tego
te Christ, mucli more to have the Lord enter bis
honte and contract perbapa cerernonial detilement.
Be vas enly a bi-athen: e ut of (led s fold: a sinner
too ln tho truest bcnse. flesides bis cortldence la
tho Lord's poweor assured him that [le needed net te
cone under bis roof la order 'o heu> bis servant.
Bis eva experience, illumnatod by bis faitb, Sup-
plies tbo illustration. Be, - a man set under au-
tbturit3"-a tube' dinate officcr-u o eed immno-
diatcly evhen ho raereiy gave tho word te bis soldiers
and servants; huwv much more burely would al
a.gonies- would diyraee-obey flim wbo vuts truiy
Lord! lis faitb assures hlm that a -Word" enly
of tbis tAuttuer vas needed.

M'len lhe mesuw.' us dolivered, the Lord "niur-
velled at him," wbicb must net be explnined nwvay
as nconsistentwitbHis divinity. -Tho mystories
of the Lord's bumaty are ton precieus te ho thus
satorificed." Once besides fonly> vo read of Christ
ma'Vctti7117, viz: a t the unbcllcf of Nazareth (ià1ark
6: -6. The Lord bears witncst .that fa-.tb equal te
that of this Glentilo Ho bad net found even uunong
the covenant people. A inost interesting addition
te Luite's accouas. le givex. la ÂMnatt.i -l If t 1': whicb
is found in Lulue in anothor connectien; dmap. 13:
28 29 God's Rovcreign zrace sbould bo soon la
classing (ion -les vsth Jewa ; nay. la giving tbom
tho place lcft vacant by Jowish u"boilief'.

The rotumning messengers find the servant net la
proecsef recoeery bute etirei vweil. "Vurtue bas
gene f .rtb " frorn dbrist

This pleut centurion is te ho classod vith that
othor centurion (Acte li ) ia wbose case Peter first
comploteiy opeaed the door of the Christian Churcli
te tho tientiies. The simplicity ofthefaithef pieu.
soldiers bas often beon romarked oni. The Lord
sooras te use their habits of ohedionco in dcvelopiag
th!$ grace.

TI WIDOW 0U' NAIN.e

August lsth.] A. D. 31.1 [Luko 7. 11-17.
GoLnUN Trr:.-And tise,. tise Lord sao her. Hie

1usd coma8saion on her, and .aid esnto ker, Weep
not.-v. 13.

This miracle in recorded by Luko only. It la one
of thro instances in wbicb vo read tbat Christ
raîsod the doad. Hol raised one, Jairundaughter,
,when juat dead ; one (as bore) on the way to hurili;
one (Lazarus) who had been buried four dayu ;" sec
Matt. 9 :18, Mark 5: 22, John 11. Revbho illfinally
raige ail the dead, (John 5 - 28) bas already rhown
Bis absolute power over death.

Nain vas a small town in the tribe of Issahar, a
few miles South of Mounit Tabor, orn the road to
Jerusaiem, on the nort.bern siope of littie Hermnon.
Net by accident the Lord approached the gate of
Nain, when the only Bon of a widovod mothor vas
being carried forth, (for tho Jews intorred outuide
their towas> for huril. The gyrapathic sorrow of
the Lord vas testified hy the "ranch people " who
vae with bor to whoni bereavement proverbWaly
bitter badl corne (Jor. 6 26, Zecli. 12: 10, Amon 8: 10.)
The compassion ate Saviour vil! firat allay bier grief :
"weep not." The word is flot vain, but is followed
by a migbty act, (Bee 11ev. 21: 4.) As at Lar.arus
grave, the conqueror of deatb kne'ws what Ho vil
do. * le camne and toucbod the bier, " or open
coffin; thora being, doubtiess, Sûinethiag in Ris
maaaer whiob oaused the bearers " te, stand stilL"
In raisiag Lazarus Ho stands bofore the grave : bore
Hoe touches the coffln.; Jairus' daughter Be teck by
the hand. In His own name-not lookiag for hightr
aid as prophets did wben they raisad the dead (1
Rings 17; 21, 2 Rings 4: 3.-esaye "young man
arise." Imxuediatoly life and health return.
"Christ areuses froin the bier as easily as another
would arouso from the bcd."

The raisod youth is " delivered to his mother,"
nov to ho hors, wo maybhope, in a truer senue than
before:- for littie doulit there is a dooper reason for
the miracle than the more coasoling of the vidow,
though this is flot a trifle to the cempaîsionato Lord.

The effect of this miracle is that *a far camne on
ail." The hand of omnipotence vas seen, and mon
cannot have Qed cone nearwithoutawe. Even tii
boliest and lofticst voîl their faces before HRim.
These conscoos of gilt are filled witb alarm, chap.
1: 65. But the people alto "glorify God " whose
power vas revoaled, doclariag that "a groat pro-
phet is risea," snd that God bath visited His peuple,
(chap. i :68.) None, but 1 ho grea tept propbetsbave
raised the dend. Thougli the multitude might net
know that this was "tio Prophot" (Dont. 18 : 15>
îhey wili at least otsa lm A ith Elijah and Elisha.
Thougli hundreds of yeors hod clapsed sinco the
dcath of Molachi, the last of tho old prophots, "le
had visited Blis people again la soadlng this mes-
songor from 1Hzi soif.

The - rumeur of Him" ie. the report not merelY
of what the people said ofi im, but tho report of
the miracle wronght porvaded ail Judoa,-to which
hoe vas on bis vay,-onid ahi the region rùund about
the cityý of Nain. Thus vhilst ho did mlot *'ca30O
Bis voice to b. heard la the streets." n' vre
.verywbere prepared for is oomint andLeager te
hear Hima.
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