Cunada's Gold Fields.

Loundon, Jan, 18.—Lord Strathcony
and Mount Royal presided a't o ‘meot-
ing of the Royal Colonial institute,
held In the Whitehall xooms of the
Ilotel Metropole on Tuaesduy ovenlng,
when Mr, Idgar P, Rathbone gave an
Interesting lecture on the “Gold IMelds
of Ontuariv snd British Columbia,™

Amongst Siose present were: Mr. T,
W. Borden, Qoininion minlster of mil-
itla; the 1t. Hon. James Bryce, M. P.;
Major Sir Bartle Frere, Licut.-General
Sir J, Bevan Edwards, Sir H, Cunning-
bam, 8ir George Robertson, Sir ¥Fred-
criek  Youug, Liout-Ueueral Lowry,
Mr. J. G. Colmer, Mr. C. S. Dicken, Mr,
C. A, Duff Alfller, and Mr. J. 8. O’'Hal-
loran, secretary.

I+ introducing ‘the lecturer, Lord
Strathcona said that Mr. Rathbone
had been several years engaged in
niuiug operations in South Africa,so
that e was o competent mining ex-
pert. He was sure that those who
lheard Mr. Ratlhbone’s lecture would
know a great deal more about Can-
adu afterwards than they did be-
foye. :

Mr Rathbone, in  tho course of a
fow, introductury remarks, zaid that
Itls paper woula be directed to tho di.-
cussion oi certain subjects relating to
the goli-mining industry of--Ontario
and Britieh- Columbia, which was be-
Leved would materialfy advance the
growth ot those proviucos should pro-
rer atteution b2 wivep to them. 1hero
could be no doubt that, by taking ad-
vantage of the experience gaiued by
other gold~-mining countries, the Do-
minion: ol Canpada would be able to
avoiy, 1 its early stages as 2 gold

. praducer. many of the costly mistakes
which had so frequently accowmpanied
the first. di.covery of payable gold-
flelds olsewhere. He contended that o
country owed its real lastiuz nrosper-
ity to the production of pold [rom
veing rather |, than from piacer de-
posits, which could of necessity only
have a very temporayry existence. He
entered rather fully into the genlogi-
cal and m.neralogical -considerations,
s'neo it cuuld not bs doubted, he aid,
that in them lay the real proof thas
Cauada was finally destined to oc-
cupy uan {mportant position as a pro-
ducer of the rarer metals.

There were some drawbacks, the
lecturer said, to what might be term-
ed rapid mining progress, owing prin-
cipadly to the annual hcavy snowfall,
which much hindered the work of
the prespretor at  tho very season
when in other countries most pros-
pecting work was usually dono ow-
ing to the vegetation having dled
off and thus left a more or less bare
surface, so that the outcrops of the
veins could be easily traced. In the
gold fnining districts of Ontarlo, for
iustanca, the ground for some five
months, extending as g rule from
about the end of Novamber to the
end of April, was practically covered
with snow; whilst in  the summer
months when it had disappearved,
vegetatior was so  thick that an
enormous nmount of clearing work
had to pe carried out before the
prospector could do any work. In
parts of British Columbin; although
the ground was wlso covered with
snow during the same months, still
in tho svmmer - scason the prospector
had o better chance than he lad in
the  districts of Ontario, especially
in the dry bLezlts where there was
little vegetation, and the outcronsg
of veins were casily detected by the
mining mnovice. Again, however, on
the const region of British Columbia
tho. vegetation was so very prolifio
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that the clearing of the ground by
the prospectors becamo u glgantic
_task. From all tldg it followed that
of necegsity mineral discoveries in
Canada were lkely tw tub_ko place
slow iy, .

Afwer explatning tlie two  sSources
rm?x whicht gold 18 derived-viz, “al-
luvial” and *velu-gold” miving— the
lecsurer oald thut, s0 far as could bo
ascertzined from thie government ro-
ports ol British Columbia amd Ontarlo,
the total gross valuo of gold derived
from placer gold-mining iu British Co-
fumbia, principally from the district
of Cariboo, and spread over a period
of about forty years—amounted to
something ke £12,000000 sterling,
Tho grentest period of prosperity in
this class of miding wuas apparently
duriug the sixties, when the annual
output rauged in vatlue from about
£500,000 to £1,000,000 sterling, Dur-
the past decade, however, 1t appeared
to have ranged only Irom £80,000 to
£120,000, Doubtless in the next few
yeurs the gold production derived from
placer wmiuing within  tho Dominion
would enormously increaze, owing to
the recent discoveries fn the XNorth-
western Territories, ou the Yukon and
at londike, He did not think that
the anpual production of gold from
that.district was likely to greatly ex-
ceed what was obtalued trom Ceri-
boo Ir Its palny days, whilst the na-
tura. difffculties of obtaining it would
pe vastly greater. It was probable
that thero was just as good deep-level
gravel deposits still unworked in Car-
tboo as would be Iound in Klondlke,
with the immense additional advan-
tage of their being some 1,000 mlles
nearer to civilization, The amount of
.gold produced from vein-minlng In
Britisih Columbia had, uutil quite re-
cently, been bardly worthy of notlce,
and indeed even at-the present time
it was largely due to the production
of one mine, Thus in 1893 the value
of the total production was given at
about £3,000, whereas in 1896 1t had
risen to abvout £250,000. It was un-
fortunate that for the purposes of
this paper the mineral statistics of
thie Domfnion for 1897 were naturally
not yet published, as doubtless the in-
crease in the production of gold dur-
Ing the past year would be found to
be very satisfactory, and probably far
greater than had ever been recorded
fn any previous year.

At the present time in Capada therve
wers two separate bureaus for the
callest.on of mineral etatislics from
Britlsh Columbia and Ontasio. Much
nseful work conld-berd Qomplished by
the establishment of a Chamter of
AUines.

In a cuuntry l'ke Capada, where the
prospeotor was frequently work ny vhn-
de- great physical di~advauntages, the
government  should in legistating do
cverything in its power to encouragd
him i this rospeetd; however, carceful
distinetion should always bo. mado he-
tween tlue genuwime miner who  put
somo good work into the ground and
the speculating prozpector who did
litlle or no mining work on the ground
which he took up, but preferred to
sit down on nis claims and passively
await the time when some greenhorn
capitalist came along and oflered him
some ridiculous sum in cash for wint
must, from the naturo of tidugs, be
an- entirely unproved industrial prob-
tem. Where any real-nroof of mineral
value of ground had been given, ho
considereda that the governmnt hould
always feist that m order to lold
tho title-the owners should carry out
thereoll annually some reassonablo
amount of minipx work. This wasthe
case n British Columbia, but in On-
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tario, after making a costly survey,
laxge blocks of elafms were hold by
tlte paymont of i small sum and 1o
wurk was nccessarily doue, =0 that
prospecting work wag, in a very, back-
ward condition. In connection with
thio gold production, ho suggested that
fnstead of a mint, which ne did not
consider Cauada at all required, 1t
would be a wiso provi-lon of the leg-
slatureo o Instst on all gold bars or
ingots belng officlally stamped, pro-
cucers paying some small duty yper
outico of gold,

In hig concluding remarks the lec-
turer sald that it was adrawback
to mining that engineerg were not
oblped to qualify in somo way, as
doctors or lawyers do in their pro-
fcgsions, The risks of mismanage-
ment, however, could be greatly
minimiszd in the ¢ise of the Cana-
dian mjuing districts, as any one of
them, except it be Klondike, could be
casily reached In  from fourteen to
twenty days alter starting from
London. He paid a high compliment
to the Canadian Pacific B lhway com-
pany, which, ho gaid, had done more
than cven the government itself to
build up and encourago what he felt
assured would prove to be Canpada’s
mcst important sourc> of revenue.

AMr. Bryce, M. P, said that the
moral he drew from Mr. Rathbone's
lecture wag that Canada should
profit by the mining experience of
countries in other parts ol the world.
They would do well to set about their

id  mining in o systematic way.

nly thesa> veins sliould be worked
which It had Leen ascertained would
be really profitable. (Hear, hear.)
That was a moral of great import-
ance to Canada, and it was of no
leas practical importance to the Brit-
fgh investor,

'Toronto Board of rade.

Toronte, Jan, 25.—The board of
trade annual ineeting was held this
afternoon. XEllas Rogers succeeded
Edward Gurney, as p.esident, by ac~
clamation, and A. E. Kemp succeeded
Rogers aB first vice, For second vice
and teeasurer there were warm con-
tast-i. ML X Blis was elected tirge vice
and A. E. Ames trcasurer, defeating
Paul Campbell and Ald. John Hal.am.
The latter had waged a particularly
hot fight against Ames, but was de-
feated by a large majority. Compbell
and Hallam headed wlhiat was called
the anti-gratuity fund ticket, being
opposed to the insurance scheme
whichi Is connected with the board.
Their platforin wak weak, lhiowever;
in fact, the retiring couneil of the
board hiad actually resolved to apply
for the necessary legislation to wind
up the fund.

Members of the council were clect~
ed as Tollows: Members of councl), 1d-
ward Gurney, W. D. Matthews, B, B.
Osler, H. Al. Baird, Stapleton Calde-
cott, R, Wilkie, W, G. Gooderham, P.
Howland, M. McLaughlin, J. Herbert
Mason, C. Matthews, Thos, Dannett,
James D, Allan, Geo. Keith and Henry
Pellatt,

The retiring and incdming presidents
spoke in hopeful ‘tones of reviving
trade and expanding commerce. Mr.
Gurney advocated the establishmeng
of =a ¢ommerclal agency in London,
Afr. Rogers aunounced that the larg-
est chicory producing f{irm In the
world had decided to open a  branch
business In Ontario, having-discovered
that certain parts.of Ontario are spe-
clally adapted to the growth of chic-
ory. Both Gurney and Rogers advo-
cated & Dominion losolvency heaw.,



